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By Lee Carvalho
For the Beacon

There’s much to be said for such inspi-
rational advice as “keep your head high” 
and “lift thine eyes,” but you run the risk 
of missing a lot that way. On a recent 
walk along Mountain Brook, a group of 
us was fascinated at what we discovered 
by looking down at the snow’s surface: 
catkins and the lovely fl eur-de-lis seeds 
of yellow birch, empty husks of beech-
nuts, messy debris of excavated squir-
rel middens, relatively fresh coyote scat, 
moose tracks in pond ice, and the CSI-
worthy remains of a blue jay. After ex-
amining the crime scene, Ethan Fecteau 
(at 6½ years old, the youngest investiga-
tor on our team) concluded that the cul-
prit must have been an owl or hawk.

Andover Naturally

Examining The Evidence
Hooded Merganser

Jeff Goodrich also benefi ted from 
looking down. He writes, “As I was walk-
ing down Lawrence Street in Andover, 
I noticed a hooded merganser right be-

low the east side of the bridge over the 
Blackwater River. It was quite calm and 
seemed to be enjoying paddling on the 
river. I checked, and their winter range 
is only supposed to reach as far north as 
Connecticut, but perhaps the mild winter 
we are having has made this duck more 
adventurous than most.”
Ice Feathers

A while ago, Larry Chase sent me 
some astounding images of snowfl akes 
and frost along with questions about 
how such patterns are created. Through 
the help of Nancy Teach, Larry re-
ceived this helpful explanation from 
Andrew Cahoon, faculty member at 

Ice and frost.  Photo: Larry Chase

Coyote scat.  Photo: Lee Carvalho

By Lindy Heim
FNRT

Friends of the Northern Rail Trail in 
Merrimack County (FNRT) announce 
plans for new amenities on the rail trail 
thanks to commendable work by eager 
beaver Steve Rayno of Franklin. Not 
only did he take charge of clearing a 
large area around the old railroad en-
gine turntable site along the rail trail 
in Franklin last fall, but he is trying 
to restore another special site, a spring 
near the Franklin/Andover town line. 
To fund the effort, Steve organized a 
bike raffl e netting the organization over 
$700 in January.

Steve is a relatively new member of 
the FNRT board and has proven to be a 
strong advocate of the rail trail. He is an 
active rail trail user himself, both on a 
bike and snowmobile. 

While exploring the latest section 
of the trail built in Franklin last fall, 
he was excited to fi nd the remains of 
the old engine turntable. This circle of 
granite blocks is where engines were 
turned to head up the Bristol Branch 
Line to Newfound Lake from the track 
otherwise headed to White River Junc-
tion. Steve reports that he and his buddy, 
Billy Hurd, removed about 85 tires plus 
truckloads of debris from the area. And 
with the help of Thomas Richardson, 
encroaching trees were cut down as 
well. Steve envisions eventually turn-
ing the area into a grassy picnic park 
with historical markers.
Finding Cold Spring

More recently, another historical site 
has become the focus of Steve’s atten-
tion. He had heard tales of a famous 
spring head and decided to investigate 
where it might be located in relation 
to the rail trail. He found it near the 
Andover and Franklin town line and is 
working with the property owners to re-
locate access to it for rail trail users. 

Known in times past as Cold Spring 
from records going back to 1842, the 
spring was prized for its water qual-
ity. People came from far and wide to 
fi ll jugs and milk cans. “We know the 
spring passes drinking water tests, so, 
assuming we can get permissions from 

FNRT Plans New Amenities 
Along The Rail Trail

A large area around the old railroad engine turntable site along the rail trail 
in Franklin has been cleared.  Photo and caption: Nita Tomaszewski

the state and property owners, the fresh 
water spring would be an added ameni-
ty to the trail as well as a point of inter-
est,” comments Alex Bernhard, FNRT 
vice president.

The FNRT board voted to sup-
port Steve by designating any mon-
ies that Steve is able to raise to benefi t 
the turntable park and spring renova-
tion projects. To this end, Steve came 
up with two beautiful bikes and three 
other prizes to raffl e off at the Andover 
Snowmobile Club Spaghetti Supper on 
January 28 at AE/MS, grossing FNRT 
$750 for the effort. 

The Andover Snowmobile Club, an 
FNRT partner, was kind enough to al-
low the raffl e to be a part of the night’s 
festivities. Allan Houle presided at the 
microphone, and Steve’s son Shawn, 
along with Bob Ward, assisted. FNRT 
president Bob Ward wrote, “I just want 
to let everyone know how successful 
the ‘winter bike raffl e’ was. Kudos 
to Steve Rayno for his good idea and 
making that idea a reality. Way to go, 
Steve!”

Marie Morang of Franklin won a • 
700-series bike donated by S&W 
Sports in Concord
Lexus Frechette of Hill won a self-• 
shifting bike donated by Piche’s Ski 
& Sports Shop in Gilford.
Jacob Campbell of Franklin won • 
a lube, oil, and fi lter from Benson 
Auto in Franklin.
Mike Gilderman won a $100 gift • 
certifi cate from Murray Farms in 
Penacook.
Linda Perry of Andover won a one-• 
hour hypnosis by Barbara Blinn in 
Franklin.

Congratulations to all the winners! 
And thanks to all of the generous mer-
chants listed above for donating such 
wonderful prizes.

For more information on the longest 
rail trail in New Hampshire, visit the 
new Web site NorthernRailTrailOfNH.org, 
which links to both the FNRT Grafton 
and FNRT Merrimack Web sites. Up-
to-date information and pictures are 
available on Facebook at Facebook.com/
FNRTnh as well. 

See Naturally  on page 25
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Now Hiring Part-time  

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS
No experience necessary, we train!

Equal Opportunity Employer
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Opportunities are currently available in  
ANDOVER, GRANTHAM and HOPKINTON locations.
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FIRST STUDENT
Call: 603-927-6032 or 603-464-5152 

117 Henniker St., Hillsboro, NH 03244
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