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year we had to do some rebuilding in the 
garden and didn’t want to risk that again. 

Watch for the call for volunteers to 
help us add to our garden area as we 
prepare for a bounty of healthy vegeta-
bles to enhance school lunches.

We are appreciative to the Town of 
Andover, Proctor Academy, and lots 
of volunteers for making skiing, snow-
boarding, and skating available for the 
school community. Another successful 
season has just been completed. 

The ski program is run by the 
Andover Recreation Committee. They 
would love to hear feedback and sug-
gestions for the program, so please share 

By Jane Slayton
AE/MS principal

We are still waiting for snow. Win-
ter recesses have been unusual this year 
with the lack of snow and having to deal 
with ice and even mud at times.

February was a very busy 
month at AE/MS. Primary stu-
dents celebrated Chinese New 
Year, Valentine’s Day, and the 
100th Day of School. The older 
students were involved in the 
Chinese New Year and partici-
pated in an essay contest con-
nected with President’s Day. 
These activities, of course, were 
in addition to their regular aca-
demic assignments.

Action planning and imple-
mentation of the AE/MS Long 
Range Plan continue. Two 
graduate level courses will be 
brought on-site for teachers this 
winter and spring.

The Andover Lions Club is 
sponsoring a “Citizen and Pa-
triotism” essay contest for stu-
dents in grades 5 through 8. The 
theme is the American Flag. 
The Lions are generously awarding a 
$50 savings bond for each grade-level 
winner. The students will complete their 
essays on President’s Day, and winner 
will be announced next month.

Those who have visited school have 
probably noticed the 12-foot-high fl uo-
rescent orange stakes surrounding all our 
raised garden beds in the courtyard area. 
It has looked a bit ridiculous this winter, 
though, as we can still see the soil. Last 

AE/MS students Tori Braley and Sadie Barton 
enjoy a ski afternoon at Ragged Mountain.  

AE/MS students Aiden Cox, Finn Weber, Sophia Weber, Katelyn Barton, 
Hannah French, and Kathryn Thompson enjoy a ski afternoon at Ragged 
Mountain.  Photos: Melissa Barton

AE/MS NEWSAE/MS NEWS

MVHS senior Danielle Adams 
has chosen Zumba as her senior 
project. Charity work is also a big 
part of her life. She is currently the 
president of the MVHS Key Club, a 
charity club, and has been an active 
member since her freshman year. 

Danielle decided to team up with 
Michelle Keezer to have a Zumba 
for Cans fundraiser. She raised $79 
and fi lled up three big boxes of food 
for the Andover Food Pantry. She 
would like to thank everyone who 
participated and donated.

  Photo and caption: Diane Adams

Back: Sophia Reynolds, Tyler Champagne, Logan Smith, River Turnbull, Fenn 
Davis, Sasha Mackenzie, Tyler French, Jesse Niemyer, Wesley Kozial, Aurora 
Pryzbyla, Breanna Fredette, Joey Upton, Damien Fuller, Brenden Miller, Bry-
son Cate. Front: Aaron Weeks, Cassidy Piroso, Dana Buswell, Anastacia Mar-
riner, Brynne Makechnie, Lily Menard, Lilly Carlson, Julianna Baptiste, Colby 
Jones, Adam Barry, Jeremy Johnson, Shannen O’Donnell, Rylee Sweeney, 
Garrett Niemyer. Featured: Mr. Jensen in Strawberry Shortcake apron and 
heart antennae.  Photo: Gretchen Hildebrand

By Gretchen Hildebrand
AE/MS second grade teacher

AE/MS second graders had their annual Heart Healthy Valentine’s Day Res-
taurant, and it was a huge success! Some new culinary highlights were strawberry 
sushi, avocado and chicken salad sandwiches, and healthy morning muffi ns. 

Of course, we had our highly popular standbys, among them ants on a log, 
shrimp cocktail, banana bread, fruit kabobs, mixed green salad, and much, much 
more. 

This year’s third graders (who had been last year’s servers) were the fi rst to at-
tend the restaurant, and many teachers and honored guests (including our retired 
Mrs. Pellegrino and Mrs. Jurta) were served as well. 

The fi nal report was: delicious food, very full stomachs, very tired second 
graders, and a whopping $181.61 donation to the Andover Food Pantry. 

Valentine’s Heart-Healthy Restaurant

By Jane Slayton
AE/MS principal

Included in the school budget that 
will go before Andover voters at the 
School District Meeting on Monday, 
March 5, is the amount needed to fund 
a part-time teacher of French and/or 
Spanish for the 2012-2013 school year.

Students today are growing up in a 
global society. Competition for business 
and other jobs is increasing. Students in 
other nations have been required to take 
additional languages for many years. Our 
children need to be prepared for the future.

Former US Secretary of Education 
Rod Paige summed it up nicely when 
he said, “World language instruction 
should be part of every child’s educa-
tion. A language is more than sounds 
and syntax. It is a culture, a way of 
thinking, and a perspective on the world. 
The study of language is the study of 
life, literature, history, and thought. It is 
nothing less than the study of our world 
and ourselves.”

AE/MS Hopes To Add 
World Language Curriculum

The Andover Disadvantage
When they get to Merrimack Val-

ley High School, Andover students 
are at a disadvantage when it comes to 
learning a second language. All of the 
other schools in  SAU #46 – including 
Webster, Salisbury, Loudon, Penacook, 
and Boscawen – begin a second lan-
guage in kindergarten. Students in 
these elementary schools are exposed to 
both Spanish and French on a rotating 
semester basis. 

Those schools all feed into 
Merrimack Valley Middle School, 
where students in sixth grade are en-
rolled in a fl ex course in which they are 
exposed to both French and Spanish. 
In seventh and eighth grade at MVMS, 
students have their choice of Spanish or 
French. Then at the high school level, 
both French and Spanish are offered. 

Students at Merrimack Valley High 
School can go through French V and 
take AP French. There is currently an 

See Language  on page 47
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