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By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

Our town is full of talented, hard-
working tradesmen of all kinds. For 
anything from a spring clean-up for 
your yard to building a new house, there 
are local contractors and handymen to 
fi ll the bill.

In last month’s Beacon we asked lo-
cal contractors and handymen to con-
tact us so we could offer our readers a 

Call An Andover Contractor 
For Your Spring Projects

list for their consideration. Listed be-
low are those who responded. If you’d 
like to be included in next spring’s list, 
watch for the reminder in the March 
2012 Beacon.

Stephen Barton and Sons Carpen-• 
try does additions, decks, garages, re-
modeling, and new homes, as well as 
replacement of doors and windows, 
roofs, and siding. Contact Steve at 

See Contractors  on page 22

Lorraine Cline of Wychwood Farm on Shaw Hill feeds the fi re as sap turns 
to syrup in the evaporator pan above the fi re. For more maple photos, see 
pages 26 and 28.  Photo: Charlie Darling

MVHS Senior Project Roadshow
Andover seniors at Merrimack Valley High School have been invited to 

bring their senior projects to AE/MS on the morning of Friday, April 20, 
from 8:30 to 9:30 AM. The entire Andover community is invited to see 
our seniors’ amazing work and help them celebrate this culmination of their 
13 years of education. Please come to show your support!

By Ben Leubsdorf 
Concord Monitor staff

Condensed from March 23 Monitor
Concord offi cials are having sec-

ond thoughts about the regional single-
stream recycling [SSR] plant set to be 
built this year in Penacook, and the 
project appears close to being scuttled.

The city’s Solid Waste Advisory 
Committee yesterday recommended 
that Concord pull out of the nearly $19 
million project. A fi nal decision rests 
with the city council, which will meet 
April 9.

The plant won’t be built if Concord 
doesn’t participate, according to Jim 
Presher, director of the Concord Re-
gional Solid Waste/Resource Recovery 
Cooperative.

The 25-member cooperative’s plans 

for a recycling plant off Whitney Road 
have been in the works since 2007. The 
plant would receive paper, plastic, and 
other recyclable materials without the 

need for pre-sorting. That, advocates 
said, would lead to increased recycling 
in participating communities and extra 
revenue by selling the materials on the 
commodities market.

The city council last September 
made a seemingly fi nal decision to 
participate in the project, along with 

Concord May Back Out 
Of SSR Plant Project

The SSR plant won’t be 
built if Concord doesn’t 
participate.

Town of Andover press release
The fourth annual Town Clean-Up 

Week will begin on Saturday, May 
5. This event is a joint effort by the 
Andover Conservation Commission 
and the Town of Andover, with Pat 
Moyer and Marj Roy as co-chairs. 

Andover residents are encouraged 
to adopt a road to clean up. The clean-
up does not have to occur during Town 
Clean-Up Week but is expected to be 
completed sometime during the fi rst 
three weeks of May. 

Participants will be given blue trash 
bags which, when full, can be left by 
the side of the road. The bags will be 

picked up and brought to the Transfer 
Station by J&B Landscaping at no cost 
to the Town.

You can sign up and pick up blue 
bags at the Town Offi ce during business 
hours. The goal is to secure a volunteer 
for each of the roads in town. 

Make Plans To Help With 
Town Clean-Up Week!
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March 13, Town Meeting Day 2012, was unseasonably balmy, so curbside 
campaigning was in full swing. Photo: Charlie Darling

Budget Committee’s recommended 
budget of $4.35 million for the 2012-
13 school year, including approval of a 
warrant article raising $15,690 for new 
fl oor covering in the middle school 
wing. This is an increase of $33,450 or 
+0.8% over last year’s appropriation of 
$4.32 million. 

The School Board estimates that 
revenues to offset taxes this year will 
be down some $33,000 from last year, 
primarily a result of a reduction in State 
aid. The resulting School tax rate for 
this year is expected to be approximate-
ly $12.66. This is an increase of $0.25 or 
2.0% over last year’s rate of $12.41. 

The present estimate of current year 
expenditures suggests that little or no 
fund surplus will be available to reduce 

Town Meetings Approve 
Nearly Flat Budgets

By Ed Hiller
For the Beacon

The Andover budgets have been fi -
nalized by the various annual meetings, 
with the result that the total appropria-
tions to be funded by Andover taxes in 
2012 are nearly the same as in 2011. 

The School budget is up $33,450. 
The net Town budget is down $89,537. 
The Fire budgets show an increase of 
$684. The net result is that the total net 
appropriations for 2012 are down from 
last year by $55,403 or -0.9%. Increases 
in estimated offsetting revenues may 
result in the total tax rate for 2012 being 
down slightly, by about $0.11 or -0.6% 
from last year.
School District Meeting

The Andover School District Meet-
ing on March 5 voted to approve the See Budgets  on page 3

See SSR  on page 2


