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pointed out that in many school districts, 
the teachers’ contract calls for binding ar-
bitration, “which means that somebody 
from outside comes in and makes a deci-
sion for us. We prefer to make our own 
decisions. [By winning this case,] we 
were able to maintain that position.”

Chuck Keyser asked if there were 
any avenues to pursue to get back the 
money we spent on the case from the 
teacher who lost the case.

Charlie answered, “Not to my knowl-
edge. But I didn’t go to law school. We’ll 
talk to somebody who did.”

Jim Danforth asked about electricity 
and oil use and whether the School Board 
is thinking about alternative energy pos-
sibilities so the energy costs aren’t just an 
annual increase every year.

Kent Armstrong replied, “We’ve had 
three assessments of the building, look-
ing at where we have energy loss. We’ve 
replaced windows, we’ve replaced the 
gym lights with very high-effi ciency 
ones that are saving us $3,000 to $4,000 
per year on electricity alone. 

“We’ve had discussions about alter-
native energy sources. Maybe someday 
when the economy is better we can 
make an investment in an alternative 
energy source to power the entire Town 
campus here.”

When the vote was called, the article 
passed all but unanimously.
Warrant Article 5

For replacement of fl ooring in the 
middle school wing.

Kent Armstrong explained that this 
article would allow for replacing most 
of the original carpeting and padding in 
the “new” wing of the school building. 
He pointed out that the old carpet is in 
very bad condition and presents multi-
ple health and safety hazards. “We went 
out to bid and got the best deal we could 
to replace carpet in six of the seven car-
peted rooms, about 10,000 square feet.”

Andy Guptill moved to change the 
article to specify tile or linoleum. “With 
all the people suffering from environ-
mental allergies these days, and for lon-
gevity, I think carpeting is the wrong 
choice.”

School Board chair Don Gould said, 
“We have similar bids for either of the 
two types of fl oor covering. We’ll cer-
tainly revisit all the details. You have 

By Don Gould
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The annual School District Meet-
ing of 2012 was well attended and all 
articles approved in a show of enthu-
siastic support for the Andover educa-
tion program. The budget for the 2012-
2013 school year includes several cost 
increases which have been offset by 
decreases in a few areas to result in an 
overall increase of only 0.4 %.

Included in this budget was the 
amount needed to fund a part-time 
teacher of French and/or Spanish for the 
2012-2013 school year. This curriculum 
improvement in the middle school is 
necessary to better equip Andover stu-
dents for high school and a more global 
future workplace.

Continued maintenance of the 
school building is necessary to preserve 
this community asset. Approval of the 
warrant article specifi c to replacement 
of fl oor coverings in the middle school 
classrooms meets this need. The torn 
and dangerous carpeting in six class-
rooms will be replaced with coverings 
to be determined best for optimum 
teaching environment.

The budget for the 2012-2013 school 
year is a precise one that will be a chal-
lenge to meet in view of unknown state 
and federal funding and expenditures 
mandated by new legislation that is dif-
fi cult to predict.

Many thanks for the support of 
the Budget Committee and voters of 
Andover. 
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to consider maintenance. The mainte-
nance of carpeting is much, much less 
than it is to maintain vinyl fl oor cover-
ing, and vinyl fl oor covering wears out 
faster. We’ll review all the fi ndings be-
fore we proceed.”

Ryan Murphy, the AE/MS science 
teacher whose classroom has vinyl tile, 
asked the Board to consider acoustics. 
“All those little feet tapping and chairs 
scratching are louder” on vinyl than on 
carpet, he said.

Lynn Baker, a former Andover 
School Board member who works at 
a school in Newport, pointed out that 
“the absorption of sound with carpet-
ing is the best learning environment for 
children – absolutely. We emphasize 
group activities and students commu-
nicating with each other. It’s not like it 
once was. Kids today are up and active 
in the classroom, and there’s noise.”

Kent Armstrong said that “nothing’s 
cast in stone. We’re just asking for a 
budgeted line item.”

Andy Guptill pointed out that the 
original linoleum in the science room is 
still in good condition. “We’re already 
having to replace the carpet, so obvi-
ously for long-range costs and mainte-
nance costs, we’re going to be saving” 
if carpeting isn’t the choice. About dis-
tractions, he pointed out that one of the 
things the school is doing is preparing 
kids for when they get out in the real 
world, and when they do they’re going 
to have to deal with distractions there.

The vote was called on the amend-
ment to specify tile or linoleum, and it 
was voted down.

Leighton Terwilliger pointed out 
that most of the ski resorts, with heavy 
traffi c and wet conditions, have gone 
to one-square-foot stick-down carpet 
squares. “That’s a very good option, the 
maintenance being very low.”

The vote was called on the article as 
originally written, and it passed all but 
unanimously.
Warrant Article 6

Any other business. Andy Guptill 
moved that the meeting recognize Rog-
er and Mary Pellerin, who both died in 
a fi re on January 20, for their dedication 
to the school and the community. (See 
the sidebar on page 10.)

Moderator Ed Becker called for a 
resounding “Aye,” and the resolution 
passed unanimously. 

To the 152 Andover residents who have 
sent checks to support the Beacon in 2012: 
Thank you! Every check, no matter how large 
or small, is a big help and an important sign 
that the community values the Beacon.

Over 1,100 Andover households receive 
every issue of the Beacon at no charge through-
out the year. If you’re one of the households that 
haven’t made a voluntary donation yet, please use 
the form on page 4 and “get a round tuit” right 
away. Thanks! 

Please! Get A Round Tuit Today!

DON’T FORGET TO SUPPORT 
THE BEACON IN 2012!

School  from page 10

BBYYRROONN’’SS Septic Service, LLC 

FFor All Your Septic Needs 
 

Septic Pumping 
Certified Septic System Inspections 
Tank Locating ~ Tank Replacement 
Sewer Pipe Repair ~ Sewer Pumps 
Baffles ~ Filters ~ Risers & Covers 

All Occasion Portable Toilet Rentals 
Complete Drain & Sewer Line Service 

 

 

(603)735-4414 ~ Andover, NH 

Recycle Your Printer, Copier, & Fax 
Cartridges At AE/MS

Parent volunteers, teachers, and staff take the used goods to 
Staples, which turns them into coupons the school uses to save 

money on supplies for the classrooms and the school offi ce.

GOT NEWS?
We don’t have a fl eet of reporters – we rely on you to let us know 
what’s going on around Andover.  Call or e-mail with news today!
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