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♦ Specialty - 
    Small Business Bookkeeping            
    and Set-up

♦ Profi cient 
    in QuickBooks

♦ Tax Preparation
   Individual and Small Business

• Night & Weekend 
Appts Available

• Will Come to Your 
Business

• Prompt & Friendly 
Service

•Reasonable Rates

•References Available

By Rene Lefebvre
EAFD Chief

It is amazing how quickly the sea-
sons have changed this year. Maple syr-
up people found themselves scrambling 
to get trees tapped early. Then all of a 
sudden the season was over. The trees 
are budding and mud season was just a 
short nuisance. 

We do live in New Hampshire, and 
all realize that we could be in for a very 
wet spring. Though considering the 
snow drought this winter, a soggy spring 
seems a bit unlikely. I do realize that 
making weather predictions is like pick-
ing the six winning numbers in the lot-
tery, but hey, somebody’s going to win. 

We fi re people tend to keep our eyes 
on the weather, and because we are of-
ten at the pointy end of the stick, we 
tend to anticipate the worst. Currently 
we are all concerned with dry brown 
fi elds and woods. 

To make ourselves, or at least the par-
anoid chief, feel better, we have readied 
our forestry equipment early this sea-
son. Wild land fi re tends to spread very 
quickly, and fi lling pump cans before 
responding to a call would drive the old 
chief nuts. We, however, are ready. So 

East Andover Fire Department
are our neighboring departments. So 
should you be, too. 

Protecting your home from outside 
fi re is easy. Remove all loose, dead 
hay from the sides of your buildings. 
Remove all dead evergreens near your 
home, as they burn dangerously hot and 
fast. Basically, remove any clutter that 
is combustible. 

Mowed lawns tend to burn very 
slowly and provide the time we need to 
respond. Have a garden hose connected 
to your outside supply. A small amount 
of water properly applied early can stop 
or greatly slow down an outside fi re. If 
you have a concern about your home or 
property, please call us.
Outside Burning Permits Required

Given the lack of snow, permits are 
now required to burn outside. This 
year, permits will also be issued at the 
Town Offi ce during its normal business 
hours. The warden or one of the deputy 
wardens will continue to check the per-
mitted fi res.

 This spring could be a challenge 
for wild land fi res. Please use caution 
with outside burning, and the high for-
est fi re season may go as fast as our 
maple season. 

By Ben Leubsdorf 
Concord Monitor staff

The Sunday, March 11, Concord 
Monitor included a very long article 
about the percentage of women in elect-
ed offi ce. For reasons of space, large 
sections of the article are not reprinted 
here, but you can read the complete 
article on the Monitor’s Web site at Ti-
nyURL.com/7oafpk5.

Men and women will gather this 
month in communities across New 

Hampshire to participate in town meet-
ings, one of the world’s few examples of 
direct democracy in action.

But for the rest of the year, local gov-
ernment is a man’s world.

Women make up 51 percent of the 
state’s population but occupy just 20 
percent of the seats on boards of select-
men, city and town councils, and boards 
of aldermen in New Hampshire’s 234 
towns and cities, according to a Moni-
tor analysis.

Even fewer women are in charge 
at the municipal level. Thirty-four cit-
ies and towns are headed by a female 
mayor or chairwoman of the selectmen, 
versus 200 led by men.

“I take so much for granted now, be-
cause we’ve come so far with women’s 
issues. But we still have so far to go,” 
said Vicky Mishcon, a second-term se-
lectwoman in Andover. “I have to keep 
reminding myself that the Equal Rights 
Amendment didn’t pass.”

Women are better represented at 
other levels of government in the state. 
They hold a third of the seats on the 10 
county commissions and a quarter of 
the seats in the Legislature, better than 

Concord Monitor Concord Monitor Analysis: Analysis: 

Men Rule Local PoliticsMen Rule Local Politics
the national average. The state’s con-
gressional delegation is evenly split be-
tween men and women.

And women nearly equal men on 
school boards, making up 45.4 percent of 
the elected offi cials in public school dis-
tricts that include a Merrimack County 
community, the Monitor found.

There’s no evidence women don’t 
win when they run for municipal offi ce. 
Instead, women simply aren’t running.

Researchers and offi cials point to a 
number of reasons, including the fact 
that women usually carry more respon-
sibility for child rearing and studies 
that show women often consider them-
selves less qualifi ed to hold public of-
fi ce compared with men from similar 
backgrounds.

The result is that women are under-
represented in the halls of government. 
And that can have serious implications 
for the governed: Many women said they 
believe female offi cials put an emphasis 
on consensus over confrontation, prob-

There’s no evidence 
women don’t win when 
they run. Women simply 
aren’t running.

Vicky Mishcon, center, goes over a property map with Selectman Jake John-
son (on Vicky’s right), Town Administrator Marj Roy (standing), and meeting 
attendees whose land would be affected by a petition to discontinue a Class 
6 road in Andover.  Photo: Andrea Morales, Concord Monitor staff

See Women  on page 18

If you think you may have a neurological problem, Dr. Lawrence 
Jenkyn at New London Hospital is here for you. With 34 years of 
experience, Dr. Jenkyn has treated a wide range of nervous 
system disorders, providing expert treatment and reassurance. A 
board-certified physician, he graduated from Dartmouth Medical 
School and completed his neurology internship and residency at 
the Dartmouth Affiliated Hospitals. He also served as Associate 
Professor of Medicine (Neurology) at Dartmouth Medical School.     

New London Hospital is your prescription for living well, providing 
comprehensive primary and specialized health services.

To learn more about our physicians, services, and to receive our  
e-newsletter Discover Health, visit www.newlondonhospital.org


