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In Proctor Academy’s sugarhouse on North Street, David Pilla brews up a 
batch of 2012-vintage maple syrup for consumption by students and their 
families, faculty, and staff. The sap used to make the syrup comes from 
maples tapped on the Proctor campus. Pilla is the school’s Forester, Wild-
life Biologist, Woodlands Manager, and Ocean Classroom Director. 
 Photo and caption: Larry Chase

pleted by converting the old kitchen on the 
second fl oor to a large room for meetings 
and Sunday school classes and installing 
a modern kitchen on the fi rst fl oor.

This was accomplished with an em-
phasis on “recycling” of previously used 
items. Cabinets from Concord Hospital 
and sinks and countertops from a re-
modeled home were combined skillful-
ly and installed by Baker and Hartwell 
Contractors. All electrical installation 
labor was again donated by electrician 
Lloyd Perrault. This included removal 
of all historic wiring. 

Stoves, microwave oven, toaster, re-
frigerator, and many other items were 
donated by community and church 
members. A Hobart commercial dish-
washer was obtained from a long-closed 
restaurant in Tilton. Volunteers supple-
mented the skilled contractor efforts, 
including plumbing by Arthur Miller, 
to complete the kitchen in accord with 
modern standards.
2011

As the weather turned cold this win-
ter, one could, for the fi rst time in its 161 
years, stand in the Grange Hall build-
ing and be “warm on all sides at once”. 
Previously this had only been possible 
at the center of a “group hug” by family, 
friends, and neighbors.

A new York 100,000-BTU furnace 
with 13 hot air ducts surrounding the 
hall for even heat distribution has now 
been installed by Dan Murphy of Chase 

Restoration  from page 24 Hill Plumbing and Heating. The lining 
of the crawl space beneath the hall and 
foam-in-place urethane insulation of 
the crawl space rim joists and walls by 
Doug Colby of Foamulate add heating 
effi ciency and all-around comfort.

The existing Rinnai furnace has 
been relocated to the upstairs room to 
make this a year-round meeting and 
Sunday school area.

These future projects are planned as 
funds become available to expand com-
munity use of this hall.

A similar room upstairs at the op-• 
posite end of the hall
Replace supports and restore sec-• 
ond fl oor dining hall
Restoration of porch and front entry• 
Restoration of the cupola• 

Lights are on almost every evening, and 
once again one can hear voices from this im-
portant community center which continues 
to be renovated to meet modern standards 
of safety, utility, and comfort to better meet 
the needs for wedding and funeral recep-
tions, family gatherings, reunions, church 
functions, benefi t suppers, birthdays, knit-
ting classes, and other events.

This has been and will continue to 
be a truly “village” project – fi nancial 
support from the community and the 
Andover Congregational Church, hours 
of volunteer efforts, recycled materials, 
and dedicated local contractors.

Contributions to the Grange Hall 
Restoration Fund may be sent to com-
mittee chair Irene Jewett, PO Box 36, 
East Andover 03231. 

ground, admire the delicate pink-edged 
blooms, and then lie down right there 
and bury your nose in those blooms to 
relish the spicy, sweet scent. 

In the bird world, a sure sign of 
spring is when the male goldfi nches 
begin to change from tawny to bright 
yellow. Laurie Zimmerman keeps a 
close eye on the goldfi nches at her 
feeder and alerted me way back in ear-
ly March that the transformation was 
in progress. 

By now the migrating sparrows are 
back; the robins, killdeer, blue jays, 
woodpeckers, and phoebes are nesting; 

and eastern bluebirds are house-hunting. 
If you are eager to attract bluebirds, try 
putting two houses close to each other, 
about fi ve to 15 feet apart. According to 
Mary Holland, tree swallows will only 
nest in one of them, leaving the second 
for bluebirds. 

New data shows that, contrary to 
earlier advice, bluebirds prefer houses 
that haven’t been cleaned of last year’s 
debris. So if you never got around to 
that chore, good for you! 

Please remember to send me your 
observations, questions, photographs, 
and nature tips at AndoverNaturally@
gmail.com so I can include them in next 
month’s column.  
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By Tim Frost
Andover Snowmobile Club

The New Hampshire Snowmobile 
Association’s major support project is 
Camp Easter Seals in Gilmanton; it is a 
major project for our disabled kids. 

Over the years, the Andover Snow-
mobile Club (ASC) has joined with oth-
er snowmobile clubs across the state to 
raise thousands of dollars for this camp. 
This year, ASC raised $2,372 for its con-
tribution to the annual New Hampshire 
Snowmobile Association Ride-In for 
Easter Seals Camp Sno-Mo. That made 
ASC one of the top 10 fundraising clubs 
in the state. 

The grand total raised by New 
Hampshire snowmobile clubs this year 
for Easter Seals was $72,749. This is an 
amount all folks who contributed can 
be proud of.

The Andover Snowmobile Club 
(ASC) is an active group in Andover 
and the surrounding towns with their 
trail work on the rail bed trail and many 
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other smaller side trails. They have been 
active for many, many years.

We receive grants for trail work, 
bridge repairs, and sign postings 
from the state through the many 
thousands of snowmobile registra-
tions. We are thankful for the many 
landowners who give us permission 
to use their property for trails. The 
Northern Rail Trail is an asset to us 
and to the many trail users; our sys-
tem is one of the best in the state. 
Snowmobilers spend a lot of money 
at our restaurants, gas stations, mo-
tels, bed and breakfasts, and other 
lodgings (as other trail users do in 
the summer season).

We raise money through a number 
of fundraisers, most known of which 
are the Fourth of July food booth and 
the Italian Buffet in the winter. We 
own two large groomers that members 
spend many volunteer hours on to keep 
the trails in good shape (when we have 
snow, that is). 

Tucker Mountain Maple, LLC
Andover NH

Great House-Warming or "Thank-you" Gift
Quarts, Pints, 1/2 Pints and Gallons

Gift + Regular Shipping Available- Paypal And Credit Cards Accepted

Eric Johnson • 224 Tucker Mountain Road
tuckermtn@hotmail.com • 603-344-1130
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GShare a flavor of Andover with your 
friends and family, both near and far
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