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town spends more than $1,000 on fi lters 
for their Highway Department each 
year.

So the next question is, if we have to 
rent it because we don’t own it, how of-
ten do we have to rent what. The simple 
answer is we need to rent whatever is 
required to perform the work that we 
choose to do in-house, in an effi cient 
manner. You can’t ask a backhoe to do 
the work of a loader, because it’s not big 
enough and would be too ineffi cient, 
nor can you ask it to do the work of an 
excavator for the same reasons. 

A one-ton dump truck may be suit-
able for hauling a load of patch around 
to patch roads or to bring a small load 
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By John Kinney
Andover EMS

This year’s theme is “EMS: More 
Than A Job. A Calling.” This has never 
been more true than when you think of 
Andover’s all-volunteer Emer-
gency Medical Service 
(EMS) and fi re depart-
ments. When you call 
911 for a medical 
or fi re emergency, 
these dedicated 
citizens respond 
whenever possible 
regardless of the 
day, hour, weather, 
or event happening in 
their personal lives. 

Perhaps it should be 
Emergency Responders Week, and 
it’s a great time to thank all the people 
our community relies upon for help 
when we need them the most: our fi re 
departments, police department, and – 

in honor of National EMS Week – the 
Andover EMS team. See the box on 
page 1 for a list of all the members. 

Why would anyone consciously 
choose to work in any of the emer-
gency responders vocations: EMS, fi re 
fi ghting, and police? Clearly not for big 
salaries, safe and comfortable working 
conditions, or steady 9-to-5, Monday-to-
Friday work hours. So what is it then? 

Simply put: It’s a calling, an often 
unexplainable urge or desire to help 
others in their hour of need. It’s also a 
desire to be part of something with sig-
nifi cant meaning. 

In part, President Obama’s 2011 
proclamation for last year’s EMS week 
stated: 

“Emergency medical technicians 
(EMTs), paramedics, and fi rst respond-
ers serve on the front lines of our health-
care and public health system. Working 
with them are many others whose dedi-
cation makes the EMS system function, 
including emergency dispatchers, phy-
sicians, nurses, and researchers, as well 
as colleagues in the fi re service and law 
enforcement. 

“Our nation’s EMS system repre-
sents the American spirit at its best, 
with many ambulances in the United 
States partially or fully staffed by vol-
unteers. They devote countless hours to 
keeping their communities, including 

National EMS Week, 
May 20 Through 26

often under-served rural areas, safe.” 
Whatever anyone’s personal reasons 

may be, the calling to help, aid, and care 
for others runs deep.

Beyond the commitment to respond 
when called, Andover’s vol-

unteer EMTs and para-
medics devoted thou-

sands of collective 
hours for training 
and education to 
gain their licenses, 
and then hundreds 
more hours annu-

ally for their bien-
nial re-licensure. In 

the coming two years, 
the National Registry of 

Emergency Medical Techni-
cians (NREMT) will require all EMTs 
to complete additional state approved 
classroom instruction that incorporates 
the National Scope of Practice Model. 
More vigorous hands-on practical exams 
will be required of EMT-Intermediates 
as they transition to Advanced EMT.

Tooting their own horn is not some-
thing that comes naturally to most emer-
gency responders. You may hear a bit of 
pride in their voice when speaking of the 
service they provide, but “braggery,” as 
some may call it, is not customarily part 
of their vernacular. The greatest reward 
for what they do often comes in the ex-
pression of relief seen when they enter 
a home at 2 AM, the trust gained when 
providing needed aid to a child, or the 
knowledge knowing someone will have 
a greater chance of a successful recovery 
after receiving timely emergency care 

provided for a motor vehicle accident or 
the sudden onset of a cardiac issue.

National EMS Week is more than ac-
knowledgement of emergency respond-
ers. In a community like Andover, inter-
action with emergency responders in a 
learning environment provides residents 
a chance to learn about everything from 
home fi rst aid and accident prevention 
to proper monitoring of health condi-
tions for children and elderly alike. Stop 
by the Andover Fire Station during Na-
tional EMS Week to meet Andover’s 
EMTs and see what you can learn. (See 
sidebar above for details.) 

Andover’s EMTs will attempt 
to staff the Andover Fire Station 
from 7 AM to 9 AM and 4 PM to 6 
PM on Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday during National EMS Week. 
If you see the ambulance parked 
in front of the station during these 
hours, please stop in and say 
hello, pick up some helpful tips, 
and with luck, learn something 
benefi cial that may one day help 
you provide aid and/or guidance 
to yourself, your family, neighbors, 
and friends.
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An emergency extrication training ex-
ercise in Andover.

of stone out to harden a small wet spot, 
but it is not practical to transport mul-
tiple yards of material to be graded into 
a road. 

As for winter activities, there are 
some state and federal suggestions, but 
nothing is set in stone. It is mostly what 
works in a time period that the towns-
people fi nd acceptable and that allows 
the roads to stay passable. 

The rule of thumb, however, is that 
for every 15 to 20 miles of road, you 
need to have one piece of equipment 
with a wing operating for snow remov-
al during the storm. The recommenda-
tion, depending on traffi c and the num-
ber of intersections, is that you support 
that piece of equipment with one to two 
smaller trucks. 

Your Neighborhood Experts
Art Urie and Associates

603-735-5444
urie@tds.net

Salisbury
$255,000

Grape vines, blueberry bushes, 
raised vegetable beds, 

greenhouse, plus 3-bedroom 
house with 2-car garage, fi nished 

breezeway, and workshop

Gardener's Paradise!
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World®
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• Auto Glass Specialists
• Ask About Our Written Warranty
• Free Mobile Service
• Insurance Approved for Direct Billing
• High-Quality Glass at Competitive Prices
• Prompt, Friendly Service
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