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been received, owing to the Town’s 
major computer crash. Members also 
discussed whether funds for annual tree 
purchases needed to maintain Tree City 
status should come from ACC or from 
another source. Larry reported he will 
attend this year’s Saving Special Places 
conference, participating in workshops 
on trail-building and maintenance.
Old Business

Larry reported that the second But-
ton Up New Hampshire weatherization 
workshop, co-sponsored by ACC, drew 
34 local residents. He described public-
ity being planned for the ACC-spon-
sored walk in the Proctor woods, to take 
place on May 6. And he reported that 
the Board of Selectmen had supported 
ACC’s plan for a photo exhibit featuring 
local conserved lands, to be displayed 
in the Town Hall meeting room.

Nan described an outreach and edu-
cation project being mounted by the 
Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation 
Trust (ASLPT). She also reported that 
she is now chair of ASLPT’s outreach 
committee, which is planning a work-
shop on invasive species, tentatively to 
be held in Sutton in November. And she 
announced a public planning session 
to consider alternative trail routes to 
connect Quabbin Reservoir in Massa-
chusetts with Mount Cardigan in New 
Hampshire.

Harvey announced that he and Lar-
ry would meet in two days with Bob 

Crane, a member of New London’s 
Conservation Commission, to discuss 
issues involved in creating, and perhaps 
publishing, an inventory/directory of 
Andover’s hiking trails.
New Business

Harvey circulated several conserva-
tion commission mission statements de-
veloped by other local towns. He volun-
teered to collect additional samples and 
to draft a “straw proposal” for ACC to 
consider as its own mission statement.

Nan announced that Susan Chase 
has volunteered to serve as Andover’s 
new Tree City USA chair.
Other Matters

Members reviewed plans for the May 
town clean-up being co-chaired by Pat 
Moyer and Marj Roy. Harvey reported 
on a climate-change talk, and a student 
project presentation, to be given later in 
the month at Colby-Sawyer College.

Recreation Committee
March 30

Condensed from approved minutes
The meeting began at 7:05 PM. Pres-

ent were Recreation Committee mem-
bers Tom Frantz and Ellie George. Also 
in attendance were Howard George, 
Tim Norris, Kurt Weber, Brian Reyn-
olds, Christine Frost, Pat Frost, Ni-
cole Donovan, Justin Carey, and Jim 
Danforth.

The meeting was called at the re-
quest of the Board of Selectmen as an 
organizational meeting to solicit interest 

in citizens becoming committee mem-
bers, or otherwise becoming involved 
in recreational sports. Tom served as the 
meeting facilitator and suggested that 
his three major goals for the committee 
are budget, maintenance of Blackwater 
Field, and construction of the multipur-
pose building.
Multi-Purpose Building

Justin Carey (current president of 
Andover Youth Baseball) advised that 
the baseball program is very interested 
and eager to get the building construc-
tion under way. He thinks there are 
suffi cient volunteers available to get 
the shell constructed quickly. He had 
previously asked the Town Administra-
tor about the procedure for paying for 
materials and is on the agenda for Mon-
day’s Selectmen’s meeting. 

Much discussion took place regard-
ing the status of the building plans. 
There currently is no consensus on 
the building material type (split face 
concrete block versus stick built wood 
frame and siding). The last building 
committee meeting ended in Spring 
2011 without a decision.

We are uncertain about status of ap-
propriation to purchase materials for 
the building. Town Meeting of March 
9, 2010, approved the expenditure. The 
septic system and fl oor slab was paid out 
of that appropriation during the fall of 
2010. No building activity or purchases 
have occurred since that time, although 
building materials were delivered to the 
site Spring or early Summer 2011. We 
believe the Blackwater Park Fund paid 
for these materials ordered by David 
Powers.

Subsequent to the meeting, Alan 
Hanscom researched Town Reports 
and minutes of Recreation Committee 
meetings to develop the following time-
line and accounting of funds:

Minutes of November 12, 2009 
meeting states that the Blackwater Park 
Fund held $18,456.

Town Meeting March 11, 2008, ap-
propriated $8,000 for the purchase of 
0.75 acres from NH DOT underlying 
the current parking lot and proposed 
building site.

Town Meeting March 9, 2010, ap-
propriated $16,000 “to be used for the 
planning and construction of a multi-

purpose building at Blackwater Park 
and to transfer those funds from the 
Blackwater Park Fund held by the Town 
Treasurer.”

Materials and equipment expenses 
were paid out of the $16,000 appropria-
tion in Fall 2010. Building materials on-
site were also paid from the appropria-
tion. Current balance not known.

The question arose of what por-
tion of income from concessions dur-
ing sporting events goes to the Town. 
An arrangement similar to non-profi ts 
using the Town Common during the 
Fourth of July is a possibility. Baseball 
is suggesting that their participation and 
donation in the building process should 
result in an exemption from surrender-
ing a portion of income from conces-
sions. This is undecided and a subject 
for future discussion with the Board of 
Selectmen.
Recreation Committee Sports

Andover Recreation supports a fall 
soccer season, winter basketball and 
skiing (Nordic and cross country), and 
summer Learn-to-Swim programs. 
Softball is now conducted by Andover 
Girls Softball, a local non-profi t. Base-
ball is conducted by Andover Youth 
Baseball. The baseball and softball 
programs are not a part of the Andover 
Recreation Committee, but member-
ship on the committee is encouraged to 
maintain coordination and cooperation 
among the groups using the limited fa-
cilities.
Blackwater Park Upkeep

Howard George discussed fi eld 
maintenance items that are supposed to 
be a part of the fi eld maintenance con-
tract, including aeration, fertilization, 
and insect control. These need to be 
done annually. Howard expressed inter-
est in overseeing upkeep of the park.
Other Topics Discussed

Possibility of starting a tennis pro-• 
gram.
Training on proper warm-up activi-• 
ties for student athletes to prevent 
physical injuries.
Background checks for committee • 
members, coaches, and other adult 
leaders.
Chaperone responsibilities for ski • 
program.
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