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Leona Lacy took this photo, probably in the mid ‘40s, of some local fellas 
heading out to the ballfi eld: (l-r) Smilie Miller, Sonny Braley, Connie and 
Charlie Barton, Cricket Taylor, Larry Lacy, and Walt Locke. The boys are 
standing in front of the Lacy’s house (today, the New England House Bed 
and Breakfast) at the northeast corner of Boston Hill Road and Plains Road. 
The neighborhood ballfi eld was just across the street. Margaret Lacy Col-
burn, Leona’s daughter, had passed this photo along to Toby Locke, who 
passed it along to us.

Here’s some old news from the 
Andover, East Andover, West Andover, 
Potter Place, and Cilleyville “gossip” 
columns of the Franklin Journal Tran-
script, selected by Heather Makechnie.
June 7, 1962

Wigs! Wigs! Wigs! Important Fash-
ion News of Today! From blonde to red-
head to brunette in a matter of minutes. 
My patrons are as excited over them as 
they would be a new hat! No appoint-
ment necessary at Marguerite’s Beauty 
Shoppe in Franklin.

News from correspondent Josephine 
Crisp of Andover, REpublic 5-3462:

At a recent meeting held at the home of 
Mrs. Leslie Ford in Potter Place, a home 
extension club was formed. Mrs. Clyde 
Currier was elected president, Mrs. Ev-
erett Decatur vice president, Mrs. Leslie 
Ford secretary, Mrs. Charles Wollmer 
treasurer, and Mrs. Amos Johnson pub-
licity. Everyone welcome!

At an impressive ceremony last 
Thursday evening, Andover High 
School received its charter in the Na-
tional Honor Society. Nancy Heden, 
Donna Crisp, Julia Rising, Judith Boyd, 
Nancy Stevens, Marsha Kimball, Mar-
ion Blake, Donna Fortune, and Milton 
Thissell were inducted.
June 14, 1962

Graduating with honors from the 
University of New Hampshire on Sat-
urday, June 17, is Miss Bettie J. Lyons. 
With a major in English, she will teach 
that subject next fall in the Greenwich 
Central High School at Greenwich, 
New York. Miss Lyons has received 
a scholarship to go to Switzerland, 
and leaves June 30 as an ambassador 
with the “Experiment in International 
Living” program out of Putney, Ver-
mont. While in Europe she will spend 

50 Years Ago

June 1962
a month with a Swiss family and then 
another month touring. Miss Lyons is a 
graduate of Andover High School ’56. 
She attended Colby Junior College for 
two years, and then transferred to the 
University of New Hampshire after her 
parents died.
June 21, 1962

The Andover town team baseball, 
a member of the Central New Hamp-
shire League, will play home games at 
Carr Field – 2:30 PM, July 4 – Andover-
Northwood. On August 5 they will play 
Enfi eld, and on August 17 Laconia. 
Howard George is the team’s manager.

From Mrs. Gerald Walker, East 
Andover correspondent at REpublic 
5-2158.
June 7, 1962

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Clarenbach 
of Taunton Hill attended the wedding 
of their son Sp/5 Richard A. Claren-
bach to Miss Beverly Ann Bates, for-
merly of Franklin, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Arnold Bates of Salem, at the 
Congregational Church in Concord. 
Richard graduated Vermont Academy 
and Nichols Junior College. He is now 
stationed at Fort Bragg, N.C. with U.S. 
Army artillery.

A group from the Central Baptist 
Church gave Miss Esther Stafford a 
surprise going away party in Franklin 
last Thursday evening. Miss Stafford is 
graduating Andover High School this 
week and is leaving to be a counselor 
at the Word of Life Ranch near Schroon 
Lake, N.Y. She will then go to the Mis-
sionary College, Nyack, N.Y. The party 
was attended by (among others) Mrs. 
Ellen Taylor and Janet Stafford of East 
Andover, Mrs. Betty Shedd, Mrs. Kay 
Shedd, and Phillip Cain of Tilton.

See 1962  on page 18

By Walter Walker
For the Beacon

My son and I were in the Wilmot 
Town Hall to hear Rebecca Rule speak 
on the subject of Yankee humor. After a 
brief introduction and an explanation of 
what she was going to talk about, Rebec-
ca said, “If you can remember the Great 
Depression, raise your hand.” I was one 
of three who responded out of about 75. 

Rebecca went on to say how when 
she spoke at a gathering of fi rst through 
eighth-grade students, she had to ex-
plain what the Great Depression was, 
but when she spoke to a group of folks 
at a retirement home, everyone raised 
their hands.

At the time, I was too young to real-
ize that the country was in a depression. 
My elderly grandfather still enjoyed 
good health and ran the small farm in 
Danbury that we lived on, like so many 
others during that time. He had two 
milk cows, a pair of white-faced oxen, a 

pig, and a small fl ock of chickens. 
My father, a very skilled carpenter 

who could also do blacksmith work, ma-
sonry work, painting, etc., was struck 
down by a rare disease called transverse 
myelitis that paralyzed him from the 
waist down.  This overshadowed every-
thing else and put a tremendous burden 
on my mother, who had given birth to 
my brother a few weeks before and then 
tried to care for her family and teach in a 
one-room schoolhouse a mile and a half 
away. This proved to be too much, and a 
former pupil was hired to help out.

While in a lot of ways I probably ate 
better in those mid-thirties than I do 
now, the medical and dental care was 
nonexistent. At the end of the day, my 
mother was too exhausted to supervise 
tooth brushing before bedtime, and I 
couldn’t be bothered and paid for it in 
later years.

As word got around about my fa-
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