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If you’ve spent time outside in the eve-
ning this spring, you’ve probably admired 
the planet Venus blazing in the western 
sky at dusk. Through the last days of May, 
Venus has been dropping into the glare of 
the sunset, and for the next six months it 
will appear in the morning sky. 

Still, this beautiful planet has one 
more evening treat for us, and it’s one 
you don’t want to miss because it won’t 
happen again in your lifetime.

On June 5, Venus will transit the face 
of the Sun for the sec-
ond time this century; 
the next transit of Ve-
nus won’t occur until 
2117. Venus orbits the 
sun inside the Earth’s 
orbit, which means it’s 
possible for Venus to 
pass directly between 
Earth and the sun. 
That’s exactly what 
is going to happen on 
June 5, when observers on Earth will be 
able to see what will look like a black 
spot moving across the sun’s disk. 

Be ready to watch starting a little af-
ter 6 PM, and hope that the sky is cloud-
free. It’s important that you take careful 
precautions when viewing the transit. 
Sunglasses are not enough to protect your 
eyes from serious damage; welder’s glass, 
“eclipse shades,” and pin-hole projec-
tions are among the safe options. Learn 
more about recommended procedures at 
SkyAndTelescope.com or Space.com. 

The thrill of watching such a rare 
celestial event is further enriched by 
knowing the historical importance of the 
transit of Venus. For a fascinating sum-
mary of the physics and the history of 
the transit of Venus watch the 22-minute 
lecture by Jay M. Pasachoff, Professor of 
Astronomy at Williams College at pbk.
org/home/playpodcast.aspx?id=772.
Suckers

Thanks to Kit Norris for letting 
me know about the activity in Sucker 
Brook in late April. From the rail trail 
bridge over the brook just west of Val-
ley Road, I was able to observe large 
numbers of fi sh thrashing around in the 
nearby shallow water downstream. 

According to Heidi Murphy of New 
Hampshire Fish and Game, “Suckers typ-
ically spawn in the spring right after the 
smelt. This year the smelt started spawn-
ing from Webster Lake up Sucker Brook 
around March 15. The run was good, and 
this is one of the only legal spots where 
fi shermen can go to dip smelt. Also, 
suckers are one of the only fi sh you can 
try to harvest by bow and arrow.” 

Don Miller from New Hampshire 
Fish and Game told me that the light 
stripes visible along the sides of the 
fi sh are a secondary sex characteristic 
that appears only for a couple of weeks 
when the fi sh are spawning. 

According to Don, the reason the 

Andover Naturally

Suckers And Lady’s Slippers
fi sh churn up the water with their tails 
as the eggs are released is to cover the 
fertilized eggs with a layer of gravel 
which increases the chances that the 
eggs will mature and hatch safely. Mary 
and Ed Hiller, who have property right 
on Sucker Brook, are aware of the suck-
ers when they are spawning and noticed 
that it was earlier than usual this year.

What about eating suckers? Betty 
and Roger Henderson live near Sucker 
Brook, and Betty remembers how her 
kids used to enjoy spearing the suckers. 
She says they never ate them, but the kids 

fed them to the cats. 
Kit Norris talked to 

a man on the trail who 
said he’d caught one 
the previous day, and 
they had it for dinner. 
“He said it was a bit 
bony, but tasted good 
– of course he grilled 
it with onions and 
peppers which makes 
almost anything palat-

able.” Don Miller describes the fi sh as 
“palatable until summer” and adds that 
many people use suckers for fertilizer 
by throwing a fi sh in the bottom of each 
hole when planting tomatoes.
Lady’s Slippers

If you fi nd yourself traveling toward 
Hartland, Vermont in June, don’t miss 
the chance to stop at Eshqua Bog Natu-
ral Area, where you can see a dazzling 
display of showy lady’s slippers. The 
only other visitors when we were there 
last June were professional photogra-
phers who told us there is no other place 
with a comparable collection.

Steve and Gisela Darling just report-
ed an exciting close encounter with a 
bald eagle. They were driving on Bridge 
Road when a huge bird fl ew up from the 
nearby fi eld. It circled above them and 
then returned to fi eld, so they had plenty 
of time to identify it as a female bald 
eagle. As you try to imagine what they 
saw, remember that the mature eagle has 
a wing span of nearly seven feet!

You can contact me at AndoverNatu-
rally@gmail.com for directions to Eshqua 
Bog or to share your observations. 

Lady’s slippers. Photo: Lee Carvalho

Tyler Burt, Steve Smith’s grandson, 
got this bird on Youth Turkey Hunt 
weekend: 19.5 pounds, 9 1/2-inch 
beard, 3/4-inch spurs.

On April 28, Hannah French shot a 
20.5-pound tom while participat-
ing in the Youth Turkey Hunt with 
her grandfather, Steve Kelly.

On April 29, 12-year-old Katelyn Barton shot a 19-pound jake during the 
annual New Hampshire Youth Turkey Hunt. She is pictured here with her 
dad, Dedo Barton (left), and her uncle, Darren Gove. 

Youth Spring Turkey Hunt
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Wanted To Buy:

ANTIQUES
P RO M P T,  CO N F I D E N T I A L P RO M P T,  CO N F I D E N T I A L 
SE RV ICE  - ON E  I T E M  O R SE RV ICE  - ON E  I T E M  O R 

E N T I R E  CO N T E N T SE N T I R E  CO N T E N T S

American primitive country cup-American primitive country cup-
boards, desks, chests, drawer units, boards, desks, chests, drawer units, 

tables, and shelves in original paint tables, and shelves in original paint 
or early surface. Also buying pottery, or early surface. Also buying pottery, 

paintings, paper, cloth, iron, or most paintings, paper, cloth, iron, or most 
anything found around a country or anything found around a country or 

village home in the 1800s.village home in the 1800s.
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735-5512
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