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By Lindy Heim
Wilmots Ladies Aid Society

The Wilmot Ladies Aid Society 
(WLAS) accomplished something un-
usual and wonderful over the past win-
ter months. Led by its president, Connie 
Jordan, the group made a total of 169 
little cotton dresses of varying sizes to 
be distributed to girls in Africa.

Here’s the story. About a year ago, 
Connie read an article in a magazine 
about making dresses for African little 
girls. Shortly thereafter she saw another 
reference to the project in a Nancy’s 
Notions catalogue which caters to sew-
ers. The two signs led her to pitch the 
idea to the WLAS membership as a feel 
good, post-holiday project. Needless to 
say, it was enthusiastically embraced.

Using Connie’s Classic Cover-ups’ 
sewing studio in Wilmot Flat as the 
meeting place, instructions were given 
and patterns were handed out to fi ve 
other sewers: Tootie Fleury, Barbara 
Sanborn, Mary Kay Huntoon, Rose 
Tilton, and Judy Rayno. Non-sewers 
donated bias tape and elastic. Fabrics 
came from WLAS project leftovers, 
personal supplies, and generous dona-
tions by two others: The Constant Quil-
ter of Andover and Judy Rayno.

In just three months, a huge pile of 
all-cotton slip dresses that were some-
times lacy, ruffl ed, or pocketed, and 
ranged from size 3 to 12 with ties at the 
shoulders, was ready to ship. The ship-
ment was sent through Nancy’s Notions 
to an international relief organization 
called Little Dresses for Africa (LDFA) 
which in turn distributes the dresses 
to girls in orphanages, churches, and 
schools. 

Among the 30 plus African coun-
tries LDFA supports are Burkino Faso, 
Burundi, Cameroon, Ethiopia, Ghana, 
Kenya, and Zimbabwe. LDFA describes 
its mission as follows: “to change lives 
in Africa one little dress at a time … to 
plant in the hearts of little girls that they 
are worthy!”

Are the girls thrilled with their 
dresses? Yes, LDFA reports on its Web 
site. When the boxes arrive, dresses 
are passed out and immediately pulled 
over shirts and taken home as prized 
possessions. 

Wilmot Ladies Aid Society
Merit Award Program

The WLAS is now taking applica-
tions for its 2012 Merit Award program. 
The WLAS has an 11-year history of 
supporting students from Wilmot inter-
ested in furthering their education after 
high school. 

Popular fundraising activities of the 
WLAS that support this program are 
the ever-popular winter holiday Cookie 
Walk and two suppers sponsored by the 
WLAS at the Wilmot Bandstand sched-
uled this summer on Saturday, July 21, 
and Saturday, July 28, featuring its fa-
mous home-cooked entrees, sides, and 
desserts.

The fi rst bandstand concert will fea-
ture Andover’s Long Tailed Monkeys 
and Nick’s Other Band, and the second 
concert will present folk crossover mu-
sic by Sferes and White. A chili din-
ner is planned for the fi rst dinner and 
a pulled pork sandwich supper for the 
second. Extra hot dogs and drinks may 
also be purchased. Offered at the bar-
gain price of $8 per plate, these suppers 
are a great value for the whole family. 
Mark your calendars so you won’t miss 
either one of these special events. 

For more information, contact Lindy 
at Lindy@HeimFamily.org or 526-6376.

 

A few of the 169 cotton dresses that the Wilmot Ladies Aid Society made 
and sent to girls in Africa. Photo: Lindy Heim

By Earle Davis
HLPA

It’s hard to believe summer is here 
and we are ready to usher in another 
great season on Highland Lake. The 
Highland Lake Protective Association 
(HLPA) invites you to join us for activi-
ties around the lake. It’s a good way to 
show your support for keeping Highland 
Lake a clean, safe, and healthy place to 
live and play, and to get to know your 
neighbors.

Each summer around the Fourth of 
July, the HLPA hosts a few events to 
celebrate our great nation’s founding. 
With the Fourth falling on a Wednes-
day, our activities will be somewhat 
spread out this holiday. They will start 
with the lighting of the fl ares around 
the edge of the lake on Tuesday, July 3, 
at 9 PM. We’ll lead our whimsical boat 
parade around the lake on the Fourth 
at 4 PM, when all boats large and 
small are invited to join the procession 
around the lake, and the best decorated 

Summer Events Planned Summer Events Planned 
For Highland LakeFor Highland Lake

boat wins $50!
Our annual ice cream social at the 

East Andover Fire Department follows 
on Saturday, July 7, at 7 PM. One of our 
key fundraising events, it’s only $4 per 
person for a large, delicious sundae, so 
come on by! Finally, our annual meet-
ing will be at the end of July on Satur-
day, the 21st, at the East Andover Fire 
Station at 10 AM and will include the 
third HLPA Highland Lake photogra-
phy contest.

The HLPA runs a volunteer water 
monitoring program to closely follow 
the quality of our lake water; provides 
lakeside services (including the Porta-
Potty by the boat launch); supports our 
loons; and encourages invasive weed 
monitoring programs. All proceeds 
from the preceding fundraising efforts 
help defray these costs, and we appreci-
ate the support we receive.

We hope you will join us in celebrat-
ing the summer on Highland Lake!
 

Judging the entrants in the boat parade on Highland Lake each year is a seri-
ous matter, full of dignity and gravitas. Photo: Earle Davis
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