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The Merrimack Valley High School band and chorus went to Walt Disney 
World in Orlando, Florida at the end of April. The band marched in one of 
the many parades at the Magic Kingdom Park. The chorus sang the fol-
lowing day at Downtown Disney. Both did a superb job and clearly enjoyed 
themselves in Florida. Students from Andover that participated were Nich-
olas Terwilliger in the band and Emily Lance, Katelyn Ashburn, and Trisha 
McDonald in the chorus. Pictured: Merrimack Valley High School band and 
chorus students at their hotel in Disney World. 
 Photo: Paul O’Keefe. Caption: Nicholas Terwilliger

Billy and Jenn Coffey are proud to an-
nounce that their son, Jesse Coffey, 
will be attending Colby-Sawyer Col-
lege in the fall.

MVHS press release
MVHS ’12 graduates are heading in 

many directions after graduation. 
Off to college in the fall are Danielle 

Adams (Keene State College); Chan-
tal Caron (St. Anselm College, 
Manchester); Jesse Coffey and Edie 
Corey (Colby-Sawyer College); Bren-
dan Coll, Ashleigh Fife, Ashley Lam-
son, Ashley Lloyd, Nicholas Shaw, and 
Jonathan Wagner (NHTI); Rhianna 
Newton (Clarion University of Pennsyl-
vania); Joseph Rego (University of Ari-
zona); India Thompson (Arizona State 
University); and Kyle Wiley (University 
of New Hampshire). 

Adam Ellis will enter an electrician 
apprenticeship, while Savanna Dono-
van, Elise Goodwin, and Tyler Heath 
all plan to enter the workforce after 
graduation.  

MVHS Grads Make Plans

By Jane Slayton
AE/MS Principal

The eighth grade students designed 
rain barrels to be used at AE/MS to col-
lect rainwater to be used to water the 
school garden. This project was 
part of an overall unit regarding 
watershed education and water 
recycling.

The project started with an 
educational presentation by 
Andrea Lamoreaux and Robie 
Parsons from the New Hamp-
shire Lakes Association. The 
discussion was on watersheds, 
pollution, and rain barrels, and 
students participated in hands-
on activities. At the end of the 
workshop, the class received 
two rain barrels to design and paint.

Several students thought the results 
were interesting when they calculated 
their own water usage at WaterFootprint.
org. There is an electronic survey that 
will calculate water usage after you pro-
vide your data.

Students learned that an average 
rainfall of one inch within a 24-hour 
period can produce more than 700 gal-
lons of water that runs off the roof of a 
typical house. Much of the water runs 
from gutters onto surfaces that do not 
allow water to soak into the ground. 
The runoff collects and transports soil, 
pet waste, salt, pesticides, fertilizer, oil, 
grease, litter, and other pollutants. Pol-
luted storm water contaminates local 
waterways. It can harm plants, fi sh, and 
wildlife.

The rain barrels are 55-gallon drums 
fi tted with a vinyl hose, PVC couplings, 
and a screen grate. They are relatively 
simple to construct and sit conveniently 
under gutter downspouts.

The students will use the rain bar-
rels to collect water from the roof run-
off at AE/MS for use on the school 
garden. Rain is a naturally soft water 
and devoid of minerals and chemi-

AE/MS Eighth Grade Students 
Design Rain Barrels

Eighth graders (back) Max Barrett, Ryan Barton, Nick Keniston, Emma Davis, 
Alyssa Smith, Adrian Bolte, Will Cox (in the barrel), and (front) Josiah Wagner 
and the new AE/MS rain barrel they painted.  Photos: Jane Slayton

Brandon Jackson, Logan Marcus, Keith Da-
vis, Austin Marceau, Riley Anderson, Ben 
Yusko, and Colby Benoit pose with a second 
AE/MS rain barrel. Missing: Liz Labrie.

cals. The garden should respond well 
and thrive!

The barrels will be on display at 
the Concord Market Days Festival on 
Thursday, July 19 through Friday, July 

21, in downtown Concord as part of an 
educational exhibit hosted by the New 
Hampshire Lakes Association before 
they return to the AE/MS courtyard to 
serve a useful purpose. 

When your child has a serious illness or injury,  

turn to Dr. Sarah Lester. A board-certified pediatrician,  

Dr. Lester specializes in the sick and well care of children, 

in collaboration with the Children’s Hospital at Dartmouth.  

She was trained at the Hahnemann University Medical 

School (Philadelphia) and Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical 

Center. She also promotes preventive care through 

community education programs for families.  

Call 526-5363 for an appointment with Dr. Lester.

To learn more and to receive our  
e-newsletter Discover Health, visit  
www.newlondonhospital.org
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