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the mortar racks to ensure they are clean 
of debris and sturdy enough to be safely 
used. We then set up the mortar racks for 
any preloaded shells such as the fl ights 
(multiple shells tied together with a wick 
so that they may be fi red in a sequence 
quickly and safely) and the fi nale. 

At the same time we also are fi lling 
55-gallon drums with sand to hold steel 
mortars that we can fi re out of multi-
ple times. We typically fi re half of the 
Andover show out of steel mortars to 
save set-up time, even though this is a 
labor-intensive way to shoot during the 
show. We then begin to load the mor-
tars with shells.

The shells themselves range in size 
from 2″ (about the size of a tennis ball 
with a Dixie cup taped to it) to a 5″ shell. 
A shell typically goes up 100′ per inch 
of size. This means a 2″ shell, such as 
those typically used in the fi nale, would 
only go up about 180′ to 200′ in the air, 
while a 5″ shell goes up 600′ in the air. 

After the shells are loaded, we care-
fully cover the loaded mortars and any 
exposed fuse with aluminum foil to 
prevent sparks from accidentally set-
ting them off during the show.

When everything is safely covered, 
we try to have a quick bite to eat before 
the show. We pull any vehicles we have 
clear of the fi ring area and put on our 
personal protective equipment. This in-
cludes Nomex pants and shirts or jump 
suits, hard hats, goggles, gloves, and 
hearing protection. We make sure that 
we have a clear plan as to what each 

5K race is rain or shine. There is no rain 
date for all the other activities.

You will have an opportunity to 
purchase chances for the Sweet Liberty 
quilt made by Irene Haley at the pan-
cake breakfast and on the Green. The 
drawing will be on the Fourth. You 
could be the lucky winner of this beau-
tiful work of art.

We fell a little short of last year’s total 
on the house-to-house collection. If for 
some reason you were missed, it is not 
too late to make a donation. Call Irene 
Jewett at 735-5271 or Wanda Smith at 
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735-5434, or leave your donation with 
the quilt ladies on the Green on the 
Fourth.

There are still a few spaces available 
on the Green. Call Howard Wilson at 
735-5427 to reserve.

Plan to attend this year’s Indepen-
dence Day celebration. Bring your 
friends, eat, drink, and have fun, but 
above all, be safe!

For more information, call Jamie 
Thompson at 735-5581 or Bob Ward 
at 735-5061 or e-mail 4thOfJulyCommit-
tee@gmail.net. 

person’s job during the display will be, 
where fi re extinguishers are located, 
and where we will evacuate to in case 
of an emergency. 
Showtime!

Typically the most experienced py-
rotechnician will act as a safety person. 
One person will fi re the preloaded shells, 
one person will light the reloadable mor-
tars. Two people will load these mortars, 
and two people will tend the boxes in 
which the remaining shells are stored. 

Each person’s job is critical to the 
safety of all the others. The box tenders 
must keep the shells covered and pre-
vent any sparks from lighting the shells 
accidentally. Loaders must quickly and 
safely load multiple mortars without 
getting in each other’s way or in the way 
of the person fi ring the mortars, as well 
as ensuring they are loading the correct 
mortar. The person fi ring the mortars 
must do so in a quick and safe way to 
ensure that the correct mortars are fi red 
and reloaded. As well as doing all this, 
everyone tries to track where shells are 
going and listen for shells that do not 
fi re or do not fi re correctly.
After The Show

For our own safety we wait at least 
a half hour after the last shell is fi red 
before beginning to pick up. We start 

FNRT press release
RP Johnson and Son has selected 

the Northern Rail Trail as a benefi ciary 
of its “We Build It Forward” program. 
Through the program, RP Johnson and 
Son offers volunteer man power and 
building supplies to local groups and in-
dividuals and families in need of a little 
extra help. One particular focus of the 
effort is to take on building projects that 
give the elderly a helping hand.

FNRT board member Lindy Heim 
submitted the application on behalf of 
the Friends of the Northern Rail Trail, 
identifying the rail trail as a safe place 
for older folks to exercise out of doors. 
She writes, “Sue Johnson just let us 
know that the We Build It Forward 
committee approved our request to re-
pair the bulletin board on our kiosk at 
our Potter Place trailhead as well as to 
build an attached bike rack. Pat Cutter 
and Ken Reid of the Andover Historical 
Society weighed in and approved the 
project, which is on Andover Histori-
cal Society property. I think a bike rack 
will be a nice addition to the amenities 

RP Johnson “Builds It Forward” 
On The Northern Rail Trail

at Potter Place offered to the public by 
both of our organizations.”

Last year was the fi rst time this pro-
gram was offered by RP’s, as the com-
pany is affectionately known. It got off 
to an amazing start with 55 volunteers 
working on nine projects. This year the 
committee has approved 14 projects al-
together. Sue Johnson said, “This is a 
campaign to bring us together on one 
day to help someone else in need.” The 
new wooden double-sided bike rack 
was installed on the scheduled work 
day of June 23.

Another project in Andover was 
taken on by the volunteer group on 
June 23. The AE/MS girl’s softball 
fi eld dugouts got new roofi ng. At the 
end of the work day, a pig roast for 
volunteers and guests was held at the 
company’s Millwork Showcase loca-
tion in Andover. All proceeds from the 
pig roast will be donated to the local 
food pantries. 

Kudos to RP Johnson and Son 
for its inspiration and service to the 
community. 

Only two people showed up at the Town Beach for cleanup on May 19. Pic-
tured are Lloyd Perreault and his son-in-law from Nashua, Dennis Lowe.
 Photo: Melissa Rivard
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To learn more and to receive our e-newsletter  
Discover Health, visit www.newlondonhospital.org

YOUR       FOR LIVING WELL

If your child suffers from asthma, obesity, or diabetes, 
Cecilia Vicuna-Keady can help. A board-certified nurse 
practitioner at Newport Health Center, she helps 
her young patients manage their health. A certified 
diabetes educator, she received her Doctor of 
Nursing Practice from UMass, an MS in Nursing from 
Boston College, and a BS in Nursing from Atlantic 
Union College (MA).

Call 863-4100 for an appointment with Cecilia.

Thank You,Thank You, 
Andover Fourth of July
Committee and all the 
citizens, businesses,
and organizations

who support

Andover's FourthAndover's Fourth
of July Celebration.of July Celebration.

You give us so much 
to be proud of!


