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By Jon Champagne
Andover Road Agent

As the heat of summer approach-
es, you are going to start seeing Bill 
Thurber out more and more with the 
Town grader. He operates the grader on 
a part-time basis for the Town and for 
the most part is the sole operator of the 
grader. 

The grader’s main purpose this time 
of year is to smooth the dirt roads and 
maintain proper road contour. It does 
this by bringing material that has been 
pushed out to the shoulders back to the 
centerline. The blade on the grader also 
scrapes off the hard pot-holed surfaces 
and leaves a smooth contour. 

I often get asked why the grader 
needs to make as many passes on a road 
as it does. Typically a minimum of fi ve 
to six passes are required on a road. The 
fi rst few passes are needed just to cut 
down to the depth of the deepest pot-
holes. 

People often wonder why we can’t 
just make one pass and scrape just 
enough to fi ll in the potholes. The rea-
son for this is if you just fi ll the pot-
holes, the material that fi lls them will 
not be compacted enough, and traffi c 
will quickly force this material out of 
the pot hole and will actually make the 
pothole bigger. If you cut down through 
the crust of the road and roll the gravel, 
it will create a road surface that will 
uniformly compact with traffi c.

Another reason for multiple passes 
is to bring the material from the edges 
up toward the middle of the road, creat-
ing the familiar windrow. In succeed-
ing passes, the windrow is leveled and 
a proper road contour is built, with the 
crown of the road being three to four 
percent higher than the outer edge of 

Andover Road Agent
the travel lane. This also prevents water 
from building up at the edge of roads 
and forming a double ditch condition 
where water does not drain to the ditch 
line because of the overabundance of 
material at the edge of the travel lane.
Roadside Mowing

Roadside mowing is another task that 
will be upon us soon. Typically, we be-
gin this in August. The reason we per-
form this task is to reduce the amount 
of underbrush and debris on the sides of 
the roads. This debris can hold moisture 
and cause ditch lines to be soft. It im-
pedes water fl ow from private property 
to the Town’s ditch lines and can cause 
washouts and erosion. 

Also, if left standing, it will impede 
snow as it comes off the end of the wing 
on a plow truck. Finally, it exposes one 
of the most beautiful features of rural 
New England – our stone walls.

The New Hampshire Electric Co-
op will also be performing tree work 
on our roads in the coming months, 
and this is a big boost for the highway 
budget. The tree work they perform 
will open our roads up so they will 
melt off more quickly after a snow-
storm and dry more quickly in the 
spring due to increased sunlight on 
the road surface. 

On top of that, out of their right-
of-ways they will clear low-hanging 
branches that can come down, blocking 
the road as well as taking out power. It 
also saves the Town time and money, 
because much of the work will be done 
with a bucket truck and specialized 
equipment that we do not have easy ac-
cess to or is expensive to get.

On the Fourth of July, from noon 
onwards, Blackwater Park and the Rail 
Trail will be closed. 

The Swap Shop will 
be open on July 14 
from 8 AM to 2 PM 

and welcomes 
(before 1 PM) 

reusable items in 
working condition like 
toys, clothing, books, 
bicycles, and kitchen-

ware. Please, nono 
upholstered furniture, 
tires, windows, doors, 

electronics, or 
porcelain fi xtures. 

By Andover Board of Selectmen
Last week the Board of Selectmen 

received an anonymous letter from a 
fi sherman who observed some disturb-
ing activities at the Town Beach on 
Highland Lake recently. 

While fi shing from his boat, he saw 
a person walking their dogs on the 
beach, and, as dogs will do, the dogs 
did doo. He also observed a motor boat 
and a personal water craft parked at the 
beach. The letter ended with the state-
ment that “the town doesn’t care.”

Well, many of us do care. There are 
signs at the beach which clearly state 
the Town Beach regulations:

The beach is open from 8 AM to • 
dusk every day from Memorial Day 
to Labor Day.
Swimming is at your own risk, as • 

there is no lifeguard on duty.
On the beach there is • no smoking, al-
cohol, food, dogs, or boat launching.
Please use the picnic area in the • 
grass for food and drink.
You must have an Andover Town • 
Beach/Transfer Station sticker to 
park at the beach. 

Due to many complaints, the Select-
men will be placing signs facing the wa-
ter, warning boats to stay off the beach. 
We are contacting New Hampshire 
Marine Patrol for recommended sig-
nage. We have also asked the Andover 
Recreation Committee to consider put-
ting out the roping which defi nes the 
safe swimming area.

Please help keep the Town Beach a 
safe and clean place for all to enjoy.

 

Selectmen To Highlight Selectmen To Highlight 
Rules At Town Beach Rules At Town Beach 

By Vicky Mishcon
Andover Board of Selectmen

Summer is just about here – no, really, it 
is! Along with the warmer weather and lon-
ger days, another sign that summer is here 
is the arrival of our summer residents. 

It has been brought to the selectmen’s 
attention that there can be a feeling of 
disconnection over the winter months 
for those non-residents who receive their 
tax bills in November and then send in 
30% of Andover’s total tax base!

If you’re a non-resident taxpayer, here 
are some ways you can keep in touch 
with town doings while you’re away:

Get a subscription to • The Andover 
Beacon sent to your home for a 
small fee (see page 4), or pick up one 
for free at any of several locations 
next time you’re in town. The Bea-
con is available at the Town Offi ce, 
the Beacon offi ce (in the basement 
of the Town Hall), Lake Sunapee 
Bank, and Jake’s Market (ask at the 

counter). Each issue is also online at 
AndoverBeacon.com. 
Videos of Town Meeting, Board • 
of Selectmen meetings, School 
Board meetings, Budget Commit-
tee public hearings, and many other 
programs of local interest can be 
viewed on the Town’s Web site at 
Andover.NH.us.
Copies of the Town Report are • 
available at the Town Offi ce at no 
cost or on the Town’s Web site at 
Andover.NH.us.

All selectmen meetings are open to 
the public. The selectmen are consid-
ering the idea of scheduling a block of 
time during a regular selectmen meet-
ing during the summer, or scheduling a 
special meeting, to provide non-resident 
property owners an opportunity to ask 
questions or discuss concerns. Please 
feel free to call the Town Offi ce at 735-
5332 if you have an interest in such a 
meeting. 
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