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Press release
Bradley Lake, Highland Lake, and 

Cole Pond have begun another year of 
participation in the state’s Voluntary 
Lake Assessment Program (VLAP),.

For Highland Lake, 2012 marks the 
24th year of testing, according to High-
land Lake Protective Association presi-
dent Earle Davis. Earle’s father, Leonard 
Davis, and others organized the 
Highland effort in 1988. Earle 
has spearheaded the sampling 
since 2010. Recent volunteers 
have included Frank Baker, 
Bob Welch, and Tim Frost.

Over the years, according 
to Earle, Highland Lake has 
received consistent or steadily 
improving marks for water 
quality.

Bradley Lake, which pro-
vides drinking water to village 
residents, has received high 
marks as well, but over a shorter 
time period. Sampling there be-
gan in 2010. Volunteers have been Stan 
Boyd-Robertson, Deb Brower, Susan 
and Larry Chase, Paula Higgins, Jim 
Ryan, Dot Skeels, and Mike and Sookie 
Vercellotti.

Both lakes were fi rst sampled this 
year in June. Both will be sampled 
again in July and August, and Highland 
will also be tested in September.

Water-Quality Tests On Andover 
Lakes Confi rm High Quality

Cole Pond, on the grounds of the 
Ragged Mountain Fish and Game Club, 
has been sampled once a year for about 
two decades, according to club member 
Rod Theobald, who oversees that effort. 
It also receives high marks for quality.

Managed by the New Hampshire 
Department of Environmental Services 
(DES), the VLAP program involves 

volunteers gathering water samples 
from various parts of each lake and de-
livering them for analysis to one of two 
state testing labs. Andover residents 
interested in having other town water 
bodies included in the VLAP program 
should contact Sara Steiner, the DES 
VLAP coordinator, at Sara.Steiner@des.
nh.gov. 

Sara Steiner (left), the state VLAP coordina-
tor, demonstrates how to use a specially-
designed bottle to obtain water samples at 
different Bradley Lake depths, as volunteer 
Deb Brower observes.  Photo: Larry Chase

By Lee Carvalho
For the Beacon

In the November 2011 issue of the 
Beacon, I challenged readers to predict 
the date of the fi rst snowfall and 
the total amount of snow for the 
2011-12 season. By the time the 
issue was published, we had al-
ready experienced our fi rst big 
storm: about a foot of the white 
stuff arrived on the night of 
October 29! (Of course, several 
smart-alec and prescient readers 
were quick to register that ‘pre-
diction’ for the fi rst snowfall.)  

I’m grateful to Bill Bardsley, 
who has been collecting weath-
er data for over forty years, for 
providing a fi gure for the total snowfall 
this winter. Otis Matheny wins the con-
test as his prediction of 73.7″ was the 
closest the actual fi gure, 49″. Congratu-
lations, Otis!

If you have ever heard a bobwhite 
call you know why this member of the 
quail family has that name. Its distinc-
tive “bob-white” or “bob-bob-white” is 
spectacularly, unmistakably clear in its 
full octave jump. Donna Baker-Hartwell 
heard one calling recently and was able 
to spot him sitting on a stone wall and 
then photograph him the next day when 
he was foraging under her bird feeder. 
Normally shy and elusive, these game 

Andover Naturally

Snowfall Prediction Too High
birds were utilized as food by Native 
Americans and early settlers. Accord-
ing to the the Quail Forever organiza-
tion, Hernando DeSoto’s expedition 

was given a gift of wild turkeys and 
partridges (probably quails) at a Native 
American village in what is now Geor-
gia in 1557. 

Kit Norris has raised another good 
question - this time about earthworms.  
She asks, “Why are there worms all 
over the driveway after a rain? Espe-
cially in the early morning.” To avoid 
drowning, right? That’s what I have al-
ways assumed. 

Every gardener knows how impor-
tant earthworms are. As a worm bur-
rows through the soil, it swallows min-
eral particles and plant matter leaving 

Bobwhite.  Photo: Donna Baker-Hartwell

See Naturally  on page 20

Bubba’s Bar and Grille
976 Route 103

Newbury, NH 03255

(603) 763-3290
www.bubbasbarandgrille.com

Pasta, Gourmet Pizzas, Seafood, Burgers, 
Great Salads, and so much more!
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