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Andover Public Library

New Acquisitions
Lifeboat, Charlotte Rogan
Fancy Nancy: Aspiring Artist, 

Jane O’Connor
Fancy Nancy: Ooh, La La!, Jane 

O’Connor
Fancy Nancy: Poet Extraordi-

naire, Jane O’Connor
War of Art, Steven Pessfi eld
The Taste of War, Lizzie Collingham
Big Nate: What Could Possibly 

Go Wrong?, Lincoln Peirce
The Serpent’s Shadow, Rick Riordan
A Confusion of Princes, Garth Nix
Out of the Box, Barbara Wooley
Salvage the Bones, Jesmyn Ward

Waiting For the Sunrise, William Boyd
The Wisest Man in America, W.D. 

Wetherell
Bunny My Honey, Anita Jeram
Babymouse #1: Queen of the 

World!, Jennifer L. Holm
Dork Diaries 4: Tales from a Not-

So-Graceful Ice Princess, Ra-
chel Renee Russell

A Child’s Calendar, John Updike
The Crossing, Jim Murphy
Calico Joe, John Grisham
Dead Level, Sarah Graves
Presumed Guilty, Tess Gerritsen
True Sisters, Sandra Dallas
Risk Agent, Ridley Pearson
Summerland, Elin Hilderbrand

By Janet Moore
Andover Libraries Trustee

I sat in front of the tree roots, house-
building materials at the ready, sun spar-
kling through white pined branches and 
ruminated only briefl y before I began 
construction on my fairy amphitheater. 

Children buzzed around as they 
participated in the libraries’ fi rst-ever 
fairy house project. It’s June, I told 
myself. Yes, four more days of school, 
but it is June, and “summer is a-comin’ 
today!”

Ray Bradbury, one of the 20th cen-
tury’s most prolifi c American authors 
of fantasy, science fi ction, and just over-
the-edge realism, died last week. My 
son called to tell me the news, and an 
English teacher came running in with 
tears in her eyes, and the girl across the 
library who’d just read Dandelion Wine 
for a sci-fi  class uttered a cry of sym-
pathy. 

Actually, by the time kids graduate 
from high school, almost all of them 
have read a Bradbury story or novel. 
The press says he’s best known for 
Fahrenheit 451, a dystopian commen-
tary on censorship and fascism that re-
sults in book burning. But it’s really the 
others like The Martian Chronicles or 
The Illustrated Man, that sing to patient 
readers.

Still, Dandelion Wine is the best for 
all-out summer nostalgia and the ach-
ing heartbreak of friendship and grow-
ing up. Doug and Tom Spaulding live in 
Green Town, Illinois, and in the summer 
of 1928, life grabs them by the toes and 
sends them reeling. The Lonely One is 
killed and John Huff moves away. 

Leo Auffmann’s perfect Happiness 

Through the Reading Glasses

Andover Libraries
Machine overheats with emotions, and 
the Colonel dies over long-distance 
telephone calls from Mexico. Doug and 
Tom’s extended family lives in a big old 
house fi lled with aunts and uncles and 
boarders, and it is from the tower that 
Doug can keep watch on the town over 
that summer of changes.

By late August, Doug has witnessed 
so much quiet upheaval and tracked it 
all on his lined paper tablet with the yel-
low Ticonderoga pencil that he has col-
lapsed. He barely awoke one morning 
with a burning fever, and no amount of 
doctor’s advice and family care could 
cure him. 

Nothing helped until old Mr. Jonas, 
the junkman, drifted by late one night 
to fi nd Doug sleeping in the backyard 
exhaling heat. With a bottle of Brand 
Pure Northern Air, Mr. Jonas spoke 
to the boy of the long summer and so 
much going on and of how some people 
turn sad awfully young. 

He left him with instructions to 
drink with his nose when he was ready. 
And in the morning, after Tom found 
him sleeping peacefully, Tom and his 
parents leaned over Doug and breathed 
in “an apple-scented fountain fl owing 
cool up into the air and washing their 
faces.”

I’ll save the story of Lime Vanilla 
Ice for another telling. Each chapter 
can be read as a short story, so there’s 
no reason for you to dismiss this book. 
Bradbury is the author of several story 
collections too; stories so fi ne you can 
read them aloud to your family, prefera-
bly with most lights out in the cool dark 
of evening. Enjoy, but watch out for the 
Lonely One. 

Trevor Cote, grandson of Marj and Reggie Roy, was hard at work on a Fairy 
House during the Andover Libraries’ special event for kids on June 9. 
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Personal Care
Dedicated, compassionate caregivers are just minutes away 

to assist with activities of daily living to keep you or loved ones 
safe and secure at home. 

Light housekeeping, meal preparation, errands, pet care, 
companionship, bathing, dressing and other services 
respectfully support you and your individual needs. 

My name is
Susan Badgley, Personal
Care Service Provider
and I am 
Lake Sunapee Region 
VNA & Hospice.
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