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Press release
Banjo Dan and the Mid-nite Plow-

boys, a prominent bluegrass band 
from central Vermont, will be playing 
at Ragged Mountain in Danbury Sun-
day, July 22, at 7:30. This is an outdoor 
concert with food and drink available. 
Bring a lawn chair.

Since the 1970s, Banjo Dan and the 
Mid-nite Plowboys have consistently 
delivered some of the fi nest, most dy-
namic, and most original bluegrass 
music ever heard in this corner of the 

Bluegrass Band Performs At 
Ragged Mountain This July

country. With countless performanc-
es under their belts and an extensive 
catalog of acclaimed recordings, the 
Plowboys have developed strong name 
recognition, a large fan base, and a rep-
utation as top-notch entertainers. It’s a 
reputation built on soulful lead singing, 
spot-on harmonies, fi ery picking, and a 
stage show full of energy, variety, and 
humor.

Come over to Ragged Mountain to 
celebrate 40 years of Bluegrass at its 
best. 

Hippie Hill press release
Danbury Community Center rang 

with music and celebration on May 25, 
when Lindsey Schust and the Ragged 
Mountain Band hosted a gala premiere 
of their Hippie Hill Music Video to a 
standing-room-only crowd. The event 
was billed as a potluck dessert, and lots 
of delicious goodies were donated by 
many of the attendees.

Several community members as-
sisted the Schust family in producing 
the event including Twila and Dale 
Cook, Mary Fanelli, Dave Grover, the 
Gness Family, and the Ragged Moun-
tain Band.  

Opening the program, Boston-based 
jazz vocalist (and Lindsey’s aunt), Lou-
ise Grasmere, sang a skin-tingling blues 
version of America the Beautiful that 
brought tears to the eyes of many and 
served as a reminder to several veterans 
present why they had given their all for 
their country. The audience rose as a 
body for a standing ovation.

Following Louise, Danbury’s own 
published poet Carl Hultberg recit-
ed several of his poems about life in 
Danbury, including a favorite about 
Hippie Hill and another about Dick’s 
Village Store.

Lights were then dimmed for the 
long-awaited premiere of the Hip-
pie Hill music video, live on the silver 
screen, which was preceded by the vid-
eo trailer that has been aired for the past 
few months on YouTube. The crowd 
cheered, whistled, and applauded as the 
local cast from Hippie Hill appeared on 
the big screen along with the Ragged 
Mountain Band.

Many of the cast members had been 
waiting anxiously for six months to see 
the video and were clearly thrilled with 
the fi nal project; so much so that both 
they and the audience clamored for a 
second showing, and Lindsey gracious-
ly complied.

Following the video, Lindsey pre-
sented several awards in the form of 
medals and certifi cates. 

A commemorative plaque was award-
ed to Dick’s Village Store for serving the 
community and supporting local artists 
and musicians. Dick Gness, his daugh-
ter April, and his granddaughter Amber 
were on hand to accept the award.

Special medals were awarded to Alan 
Brownell, as the longtime “Mayor” of 
Hippie Hill and to his wife, Evelyn, 
as “First Lady.” “Smokey” Joe Bossie 
received the Distinguished Actor and 
Singer award; Bill Maynard, the Best 
Thrown Horseshoe; Eddie DeFelicci, 
Distinguished Actor (in absentia); Bob 
Burner, Best Indian Motorcycle; Bob 
Cavalieri, Best Harley Davidson Shovel 
Head; Lyle Bulla, Best Harley Knuckle; 
“Freak” (Alex), Best Hair and Beard; 
Pat Bailey, Best Hat (in absentia); and 
Stephanie Russell, Best Dancer.

Supporting Role awards went to Ty-

Hippie Hill Music Video Premiere: 
Hollywood Comes To Danbury

ler Summers, Margaret Shaw, Kenny 
Shaw, Sandra Spencer, Jim Marshall, 
Butch Taylor, and Harold Knott.

Specialty awards were earned by 
Joey McDermott, “Road Wranger 
Award” for excellent acting and direct-
ing of traffi c on Route 4; Louise Gras-
mere, “First Shoe-In” Award for fi rst 
time at horseshoes; and Greg Richmond 
for his “Magnifi cent Camera.”

Next, the audience was treated to an 
evening of live music beginning with 
Danbury rock guitarist, drummer, and 
vocalist, Danny Wentworth, who sang 
his own composition, The Hippie Hill 
Boogie, written in 1992. Danny was ac-
companied by Lindsey on the piano and 
her mother Grace Schust on the drums. 

Louise Grasmere sang several more 
songs with Carl Hultberg on guitar, and 
the evening fi nished with a rousing set 
from Lindsey Schust and the Ragged 
Mountain Band who entertained the 
dancing crowd with country tunes, 
bluegrass, and old-time music.

For a grand fi nale, the band performed 
the now celebrated Hippie Hill song, 
with Peg O’Neil on lead vocals, Lindsey 
and Grace Schust (vocal harmonies), Jim 
Schust (guitar), Emilie Meadows (banjo), 
and BJ Entwisle (bass).

The story behind the making of the 
Hippie Hill Video is interestingly ser-
endipitous. Lindsey was delivering a 
sewing machine to a friend in Danbury 
when she noticed a gathering of fun-lov-
ing people on the hill across from Dick’s 
Village Store. They were talking, laugh-
ing, playing horseshoes, and quenching 
their thirst at the end of the day. Her curi-
osity won over her shyness, and she and 
a buddy from Boston, who was with her 
at the time, ventured across the street to 
check out the activity. 

Surprised at the instant welcome she 
received from Bill Maynard, “Mayor” 
Alan Brownell, and the rest of the Hill 
gang, it didn’t take Lindsey long to feel 
the magic of the shared camaraderie of 
all the people in this gathering spot – 
one quite unique from any other rural 
New England town.

That night Lindsey was inspired to 
write a song about her Hippie Hill ex-
perience, which quickly morphed into a 
friendship and video collaboration with 
the folks she had met that day on the Hill. 
And the rest, so to speak, “is history.”

DVDs of the music video are avail-
able at Dick’s Village Store in Danbury, 
and the video itself may be seen on 
YouTube at TinyURL.com/c8e7vhl.

Lindsey Schust and the Ragged 
Mountain Band will be performing on 
Sunday, August 5, at Andover’s Old 
Time Fair under the auction tent between 
11:30 AM and noon. For more informa-
tion, contact Lindsey at schustmusic@
gmail.com or visit mamalele.com.

Lindsey is entering her music video 
in the New Hampshire Film Festival.
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