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AE/MS eighth graders have to pass through a gauntlet of Silly String every 
year at the end of the last day of school. Good luck, AE/MS grads! 
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By Chuck Will
Proctor Academy

Bulldozers and graders are busily 
leveling the surfaces of Farrell Field and 
the old fi eld hockey fi eld in preparation 
for the installation of two artifi cial turf 
fi elds at Proctor. Located to the east of 
Teddy Maloney ’83 Rink, one fi eld will 
provide an NCAA-certifi ed fi eld hock-
ey and girls lacrosse surface. A larger 
fi eld – perpendicular to the fi rst – will 
serve boys soccer and lacrosse, with the 
option to be converted for football.

Increasingly popular at schools and 
colleges, turf fi elds can be plowed to en-
able spring sports to start when students 
return from spring vacation in March. 

Proctor Begins Construction 
On New Playing Fields

The advantages, however, go beyond 
this feature. The fi elds will be illumi-
nated, allowing for night games when 
most students are available to support 
their peers. In addition, they will at-
tract students looking for good, healthy 
recreation of all kinds – Frisbee, touch 
football, whiffl eball, etc. – during free 
time.

The new fi elds will surround the di-
amond of a new, natural grass softball 
fi eld, ending a long-running reliance on 
the Town’s facilities for that sport. Proc-
tor’s baseball fi eld will be relocated to 
the south end of Carr Field. Installation 
of the new fi elds will be completed in 
time for fall sports. 

New artifi cial turf fi elds are being prepared at Proctor to the east of the hock-
ey rink. The fi elds will be plowed for early spring use, will be illuminated for 
night use, and will allow Proctor to move its softball program on-campus 
instead of using the Town baseball diamond. Photo: Chuck Will

Ray Smith, son of Gretchen Hildebrand and Kathy Halliday-Hildebrand, 
graduated from CSI in Penacook on June 7. Ray is congratulated here by 
Superintendent Mike Martin and Governor John Lynch. 
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This scene from the AE/MS second grade play featured (front) Anasta-
cia Marriner, Aurora Pryzbyla, and Lily Menard; (back) Jesse Niemyer, Joe 
Upton, Sierra Provost, Michael Miller, Brenden Miller, Shannen O’Donnell, 
Sasha MacKenzie, and Julianna Baptiste with sick pets and animal cages 
from the rap song Take It To The Vet.  Photo :Gretchen Hildebrand

By Jane Slayton
AE/MS Principal

On June 18, the AE/MS eighth grade 
graduates walked out of the school for 
the last time as a cohesive class. Be-
fore the newbie ninth graders were able 
to board the buses, though, they had 
to walk through a gauntlet of caring 
teachers and administrators who were 
blasting air horns and generously spray-
ing students with Silly String. Younger 
students watched with delight from the 
school buses. There were more than a 
few tears among the students and the 
adults. 

The end-of-school-year weather 
couldn’t have been more perfect! There 
were no sweltering, hot, and humid 
days to suffer through in unventilated 
classrooms. I would like to put in an 
order now for the same weather when 
students return to the building on Mon-
day, August 27.

As always, our school building goes 
through classroom changes and gets 
improvements every summer. At the 
beginning of July, most of the middle 
school classrooms will have new tile 
fl oors put down. This will brighten 
things up, as colored tiles replace the 
worn, faded, dark blue carpeting. 
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In addition, the exterior entry way 

by the offi ce will be painted and a new 
security system will be installed. Al-
though the security system will tighten 
up arrivals and departures, it is our in-
tent to continue to have a welcoming, 
community-oriented entrance which 
encourages visits.
Good-bye, Ms. Lemeris!

In all the structured chaos and excite-
ment that comes at the end of a school 
year, one highly valued AE/MS teacher 
quietly made her exit after 24 years. She 
did not want any type of celebration or 
retirement recognition. 

Shari Lemeris, educator extraor-
dinaire, has retired and will spend 
her days with her grandchildren, 
reading, and gardening. Shari has 
contributed immensely to the educa-
tion of generations of Andover chil-
dren. She is the revered teacher that 
adults come back to visit to let her 
know how special she was to them 
at the right time when they were in 
her classroom. She is the one that the 
freshman English teachers appreci-
ate, as they are always confi dent that 
the Andover ninth graders have been 
well prepared by Shari. 

See AE/MS  on page 47


