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The Hannibal family of Maple Street won the annual Highland Lake Protec-
tive Association Boat Parade with their pontoon boat decorated as a loon.

Andover Historical Society, a quilt from 
the Fourth of July Committee, and a kayak 
from the East Andover Fire Department. 

The drawing for the quilt was 
held after the parade and was won by 
Donna Baker-Hartwell. The drawing 
earned over $600 for the Fourth of July 
Committee, which will help make up 
our past defi cits. Thanks to Irene Haley 
for making and donating the quilt.

For those who enjoy a good read 
the old-fashioned way, the library had 
a nice collection of books reasonably 
priced. I just can’t get into a good Nook 
as well as a good book.

Opening ceremonies began on the 
Village Green at 10 AM with the raising 

of the fl ag by the Boy Scouts. David 
Jewett gave the invocation, and Margo 
Coolidge sang the national anthem. 
Patriotic music continued throughout the 
morning with the Kearsarge Community 
Band, Churches United Instrumental 
Group, and more songs at noon sung by 
Nancy Tripp and Margo Coolidge.

During the morning, the Boy Scouts 
passed through the crowd with donation 
cans. Due to their efforts, they collected 
over $500 for Fourth of July expenses, 
which continue to rise each year. The 
Scouts were respectful and polite in 
their request for donations. My daughter 
was very impressed with their manners. 
Our thanks go to the Boy Scouts and 
their leaders for their participation in all 
the Fourth of July activities.

We hope everyone had an 
opportunity to visit The Andover 
Beacon tent to check out the news, 
visit with friends, or just take a rest. 
Charlie Darling, a.k.a. Uncle Sam, 
and the Beacon team did a wonderful 
job on the Fourth of July program this 
year. The Beacon adds so much to our 
community. All the great news and the 
chance to advertise our local businesses 
bind our community together.

While activities commenced on the 
Village Green, the Firecracker 5K race 
was in progress on the Rail Trail, and 
golfers were enjoying the Closest to 
The Pin challenge on Carr Field. An 
added attraction was the car show in 
Pizza Chef’s parking lot. Many of the 
owners entered their classic and antique 
cars in the parade.

At noon, the blare of horns heralded the 
approach of the parade. Leading things 
off were the color guards from Franklin 
VFW, the Ladies Auxiliary, the Tilton 
Whitman-Davidson American Legion 
Post #49, and, of course, Uncle Sam.

Riding in the Andover Lions Club’s 
Concord Coach this year was Margie 
and Bill Leber. Bill was the Fourth of 
July Master of Ceremonies for many 
years, and the program was dedicated 
to him and his wife. Fellow passengers 
were Gail and Andre Parenteau. This 
parade, I believe, is the only time the 
coach is used. It is getting very fragile. 
Horses to pull it cost $500, which is 
shared between the Andover Lions 
Club and the Fourth of July Committee.

Our returning bands were the 
Bektash Drum and Bugle Corps, New 
Hampshire Pipes and Drums, and the 
Long-Tailed Monkeys. Everyone looks 
forward to Leapin’ Lena and her antics, 
Captain Morrill and Company with 
the booming cannon, and Seymour 
the Squirrel from the ASLPT. There 
were a number of great fl oats, antique 
and classic cars, trucks, tractors, 
equestrians, oxen, and of course, the 
Children’s Parade. This year we had 20 
children participating. Thanks to Beth 
Frost for stepping in at the last minute 
and organizing this event. Thanks to 
judges Kathy Ward, Pam Mulder, and 
Marcy Bryant Vierzen.

Andover Emergency Medical 
Service was on hand to take care of 
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