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elderly neighbors.
Politics should not be about shout-

ing matches or who has the best “zing-
ers.” Mario Ratzki appeals to thought-
ful, independent voters who are fed up 
with the raucous political nonsense that 
merely stir up passions of anger and 
fear, but offers us little of value in the 
long run. There must be plenty of voters 
besides me who’d like to help nurture 
our towns, the way a careful gardener 
cares for his plants. Mario’s vision 
points the way to growing a stronger 
and more prosperous New Hampshire!

Ken Wells

Food Pantry Thanks You

The Twin Rivers Interfaith Food Pan-
try wishes to thank all the churches 

and the community for the donation can 
that was placed in the square at Proctor.

We were surprised to receive $457 
in a coffee can which was brought to 
the Pantry by Bob Grover from the 
Andover Congregational Church.

Every week Bob Grover faithfully 
donates food supplies from his church.

Our shelves get empty very quickly 
with the eight towns that we serve and 
new clients coming in every week.

The money given us has already 
been put to good use to restore some of 
our depleted supplies.

Even “thank you” doesn’t say it all. 
At least it starts to let you know how 
very much your kindness has touched 
many lives.

Esther Cain
Twin Rivers Interfaith Food Pantry 

Questions To Ask

An effective State Representative 
does not need to be a community 

leader, full of charisma or have an im-
pressive resume. Robert McNamara 
turned down a job offer from President 
elect Kennedy claiming he was unqual-
ifi ed for the post of treasury secretary. 
He baulked once more when offered the 
secretary of defense job, at which point 
JFK pointed out that he also lacked for-
mal training to be President.

An effective State Representative 
works fi rst and foremost for the people 
(all of them) that are from his/her dis-
trict. This fall, Andover, Danbury and 
Salisbury will be sharing a single Rep-
resentative, so when you meet someone 
running for offi ce asks them who they 
will be serving in Concord, hopefully it 
is the people.

I truly believe that better govern-
ment starts with each of us individually, 
demand accountability, do not accept 
general feel good statements, ask: What 
is your action plan? How are you going 
to be communicating with “us” during 
your term? How are you going to take 
responsibility for decisions? List the op-
portunities you see for our state that you 
will pursue if elected? Stay positive.

Effective state representatives in 
New Hampshire share a single practice: 
they get the knowledge they need, often 
fi nding that the correct answer is not in 
lock-step with any party’s stated posi-
tion. We owe it to our town, neighbors, 
and neighboring towns to ensure that 

our community needs are fi rst and fore-
most: DOT Block Grant Aid, Munici-
pal Bridge Aid, Funding of State Man-
dated Educational Requirements, and 
100% funding of other state required 
mandates and policy.

Jim Danforth
Former State Representative

Supporting Mario Ratzki

In supporting Mario Ratzki we would 
like to quote from Maine Senator 

Olympia Snow in Bloomberg Business 
Week: “In fact there is this party adher-
ence and as a result if we don’t get past 
the party platforms that are offered by 
either side of the political aisle, then 
we can’t resolve the problem.” It is the 
frustration that has led to her retirement 
after 34 years of service.

The polarization of the New Hamp-
shire House is hardly different, with a 
no-compromise situation. This is pre-
cisely why we support Mario, who can 
open the window onto discussion of the 
legal rights of women to determine their 
reproduction, how higher education 
will be funded, whether hidden weap-
ons should be among us, or how health 
care funds should be apportioned.

Mario is openly friendly, indeed 
charming. Mario is not rigid in ortho-
doxy and open to discussion and change.

This is why we will vote for Mario 
Ratzki for State Representative to repre-
sent Andover, Salisbury, and Danbury.

He is a breath of fresh air!

Nan and Don Kaplan

My Neighbor Mario

The other day I saw my neighbor 
Mario working in his garden, so 

I stopped to say hello. He showed me 
how he is training young grapevines 
to trellises so they will become good 
producers in the future, and I walked 
around, admiring bushes of ripening 
berries and rows of promising corn. Be-
fore long he invited me into his kitchen 
for a cup of coffee and to talk about 
some more serious things he has been 
thinking about.

Mario Ratzki recently announced 
his candidacy for State Rep for District 
One, which includes the towns of Salis-
bury, Andover, and Danbury. I found 
it refreshing to hear this independent 
thinker explain his ideas and his vision 
for picking the best aspects from vari-
ous conservative and progressive points 
of view. I wish that all our lawmak-
ers were as good at seeing their way 
through the ideological logjams they 
have created!

Mario’s thoughtful, common-sense 
views stand in contrast to the strident, 
sound-bite nonsense that seems to have 
become the norm. His focus is not on 
joining the fray of partisan bickering 

The mission of The Andover Beacon is to serve and strengthen the Andover community. 
To that end, we welcome civil, reasoned letters addressing specifi cally local issues, events, 
and developments. Submissions must not be critical of another’s religion; blasphemous; 
obscene; hateful; legally objectionable; or commercial in nature. The Beacon reserves the 
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Your opinion matters! Please 
send a letter to the Beacon 

expressing your thoughts on any 
local matters. Our readers want 
and need to hear your voice!

Letters to The Andover Beacon
among the major parties and their de-
tractors, but on the real, local issues that 
matter to people who live in Salisbury, 
Andover, and Danbury.

In the long run, will our towns benefi t 
from improving our schools? Of course 
they will! Improving schools improves 
the real estate value of every home in 
town. And most important, our schools 
give our towns’ young people the best 
start toward becoming tomorrow’s suc-
cessful, well-informed citizens.

And who among us doesn’t plan on 
growing old? Participation in a health 
insurance plan like Medicaid is the 
best way to ensure that life’s accidents 
or illnesses do not concentrate special 
fi nancial burdens and suffering on our 

See Letters  on page 10
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Hand Made! • Solid Wood!
• FURNITURE •

Always Below Cost!
Gimpy’s 

Workshop
252 Switch Road, Andover

“Mike’s Hobby Means Savings To You”


