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By Jim Danforth
Board of Selectmen

In late June, Charlie Darling, editor 
of The Andover Beacon, asked if I knew 
anything as selectman that the rest of 
the town should know. After stewing 
over this question and/or challenge, my 
answer was a very qualifi ed, “Yes.” Our 
town has many important issues that 
should be shared with the community 
and discussed before decisions are made. 

The impediment to this community-
wide discussion is a clear lack of 
interest among some members of our 
community in issues that do not appear 
to affect them or do not interest them. 
As an example, the School Budget 
is voted on by less than a tenth the 
number of people as vote on the Town 
Budget, even though the School Budget 
is typically four to fi ve times the size of 
the Town Budget.

So what have I discovered or learned 
since being elected in March of 2012? 
Here are some of the facts:
• Andover owns 127.14 acres in its 

own name.
• Some of that land is on the Highland 

Lake Channel and has small docks on 
it. These docks are seasonally leased by 
the Town to individuals.
• There are an additional 48.21 acres 

listed simply as “Common Land.” We 
don’t know exactly what “Common 
Land” means.
• The Andover Village District (the 

“water district”) owns 76.47 acres, in-
cluding the land townspeople swim 

Community Should Discuss 
Issues Facing Selectmen

from at the dam on Bradley Lake.
• Andover has over $2.5 million worth 

of tax-exempt properties owned by 
churches, schools, and non-profi t clubs 
and organizations.
• Andover’s building ordinance re-

quires a building permit for any altera-
tion of a building or new construction, 
but some people undertaking a project 
never apply for the appropriate permit.
• Some of our permit requirements 

and ordinances seem out of date. For 
example, temporary use of recreational 
vehicles or tents for dwelling purpos-
es requires a permit, which no longer 
seems appropriate to me.

Politically, these facts are good, 
bad, unacceptable, wonderful, or 
possibly uninteresting, simply based on 
what your individual beliefs are. As a 
selectman (and speaking for myself), 
my job is to present the facts and provide 
fact-based options for the townspeople 
to consider. My job is to provide as 
much information as possible and await 
the verdict of Town Meeting.

If you are interested in what issues, 
topics, and challenges are facing the 
Town of Andover, attend a Board 
of Selectmen’s meeting on the fi rst 
and third Monday of each month at 
7 PM in the Town Hall, or stop by 
Town Hall and look at the long list 
of issues and challenges I’ve written 
on the whiteboards in the downstairs 
meeting room. If you fi nd something 
objectionable, please let us know. Your 
input will help. 

By Jim Danforth
Board of Selectmen

The Board of Selectmen has started 
getting organized for Town Meeting, 
allowing six full months to get ready. The 
2013 Town Meeting will be voting on a 
wide range of topics, including possible 
disposition of some Town-owned 
properties, investment in the Transfer 
Station, releasing funds for construction 
of the Blackwater Park Recreation 
Building, as well as the Town budget.

Currently, I am preparing warrant 
articles seeking Town Meeting’s 
direction on what, if anything, should 
be done with several Town-owned 
properties. The process of creating 
these warrant articles will include 
establishing a fair market value for each 
property as well as listing other possible 
benefi ts to the town of each property. 
This will be an open process and will 
conclude with Town Meeting’s decision 
on each property in March of 2013.

As a fi rst step, on July 10 the 
Planning Board informally reviewed 
15 Town-owned properties at the 
Selectmen’s request. Of the 15 Town-
owned properties reviewed, four 
are single family lots, eight lack 

Town-Owned Land May Be 
Among Issues At Town Meeting

frontage or required acreage to allow 
for development, and three require 
additional review by the Zoning Board 
of Adjustment.

Currently the town owns 175.35 
acres, not including our school or fi re 
departments. Less than 80 acres are 
currently being used for a town purpose 
like the Town Hall, the Transfer Station, 
cemeteries, parks, and the Town Beach 
on Highland Lake. A map is posted at 
the Town Hall showing the location of 
all Town-owned properties.

Once a formal review by the 
Planning Board and the Zoning Board 
of Adjustment takes place in August, an 
estimated value will be set for each of 
the properties. Once each property has 
an estimated value, the Selectmen will 
host a public meeting sometime this 
fall, after which a warrant article will 
be written for each of the properties 
that the Selectmen decide to ask Town 
Meeting whether to keep or to sell. Each 
warrant article will include what will 
happen with any revenue should Town 
Meeting wish to sell a given property. 
Town Meeting may approve, amend or 
reject any or all of the warrant articles.

By Joanna Sumner
Town Clerk/Tax Collector

The Town Clerk’s offi ce will be 
having some major changes in its 
appearance in a few weeks. The New 
Hampshire Department of Labor 
(DOL) has informed us that our offi ce 
needs to add more security to protect 
the Town employees and to keep us 
safe. These changes are contrary to 
our philosophy to always be open and 
welcoming to town residents, but we 
will have to comply. 

DOL recommends that we be 
glassed in and have an opening through 
the glass to transact business. As we 

Andover Town Clerk
have not budgeted for this work, we are 
hoping to be able to comply without 
having to spend an inordinate amount 
of money. 

The plans for these changes have not 
been fi nalized. We have had an estimate 
from one glass company and will be 
seeking other estimates and ideas.
Renewals

You can renew your vehicle 
registrations online at Andover.NH.us, 
through the mail, or in the offi ce. If you 
are coming into the offi ce to renew your 
vehicle registrations, please bring your 
registrations or your renewal letter with 
you. Thank you! 
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