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(Left) Tatjana Donovan of Heartwood Accounting has been working in the Town Offi ce this summer as a consultant to help modernize the Town’s book-
keeping and accounting practices. Sometime soon the Town expects to post the Bookkeeper / Accountant position in order to fi ll that part-time vacancy. 
(Right) Tatjana’s son, Michael Donovan, has been working in the Town Offi ce this summer on a part-time temporary basis while on summer break from 
his accounting studies at the University of New Hampshire.  Photos: Charlie Darling

By Jon Champagne
Andover Road Agent

Many people ask me how we can 
better use the money we have and save 
the Town money on its highway budget. 
The thing that would do the most good 
at this time, I believe, would be a shed 
to store the town’s supply of salt and 
sand in. 

Every year we buy salt in bulk. 
Based on calculations made by the state 
of New Hampshire, an uncovered pile 
looses one third of its salt content per 
year. 

The federal government has long 

Andover Road Agent
issued guidelines for storing de-icing 
materials. All include storing such 
materials on a covered, impermeable 
surface. In the coming years, these 
guidelines will eventually become 
law, and the EPA will force us to 
build a compliant structure. Due to 
the economic climate today, a lot of 
contractors are willing to make deals, 
and materials are only going to increase 
in price.

Another benefi t of proper storage 
is the fact that as salt dissolves into 
standing ground water, it can pollute 

By Rene LeFebvre
EAFD Chief

For those who attended the July 
Fourth celebration on the Village 
Green, please accept the thanks of your 
fi re department. We all think this was 
the biggest group in a long time. Many 
of you stopped by our tent and pur-
chased kayak tickets and snow cones. 
We have become a stopping place for 
people to beat the heat, rest in the shade, 
and enjoy cold water. I spoke with a 
lady who attended our celebration for 
the fi rst time. She was very impressed 
with our ability to bring together such 
a patriotic activity considering the size 
of the town. I think it is not the size but 
the spirit of a community that counts.   
From our vantage point, it looks like 
most everyone had a great time.

One concern I had on the Fourth was 
the possibility of a thunderstorm. Light-
ning is an incredibly powerful energy 
and generally unpredictable. I have a 
habit of looking at clouds to fi gure out 
if a lightning storm is imminent. As it 
turned out, my concerns were thank-
fully unfounded.

Perhaps understanding what light-
ning is and looking at some basic rules 
of how it reacts will give us some mea-
sure of protection. Lightning is static 
energy much like the small charge of 
electricity you feel when you take your 
clothes out of your dryer. With lightning 

and your clothes, friction is the energy 
that causes the charge to build. Clouds 
high in the atmosphere rub against each 
other and build up a charge of several 
million volts. The clouds create a nega-
tive charge and are just looking for a 
convenient positive charge as a place 
to discharge all that power. As luck 
and physics would have it, the earth is 
a great positive charge, and so are we 
because we stand on the earth. It is also 
important to understand that the higher 
an object is above the ground, the great-
er likelihood that it will be struck by 
lightning. The electrical discharge will 
travel on the surface of that object on its 
way to earth. If you are standing near 
the tall object, say a tree, the charge will 
likely jump from the surface of the tree 
to a person standing next to it. Our bod-
ies operate by sending electrical signals 
from our brains to our muscles like our 
heart muscle. Lightning causes severe 
burns and could destroy our internal 
wiring.

The fact that lightning likes to travel 
on the surface of an object provides us 
with a great way to protect ourselves. 
One of the best places to stay should 
you be caught in a storm is in your car. 
This isn’t because you have four rubber 
tires to isolate you. The lightning just 
traveled many miles through the air; the 
distance from your tires to the earth is 
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Tatjana Donovan • 505-Tatjana Donovan • 505-18501850 • Andover • Andover

♦ Specialty - 
    Small Business Bookkeeping            
    and Set-up

♦ Profi cient 
    in QuickBooks

♦ Tax Preparation
   Individual and Small Business

• Night & Weekend 
Appts Available

• Will Come to Your 
Business

• Prompt & Friendly 
Service

•Reasonable Rates

•References Available


