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drinking water supplies. In some areas, 
municipalities have been ordered to 
extend municipal waterlines into areas 
where salt piles have contaminated 
drinking water. Storing our salt and 
sand pile unprotected represents a 
huge liability to the Town. The cost to 
extend municipal water out of Andover 
Village would be in the millions. Even 
the cost of replacing contaminated dug 
wells with artesian wells would be very 
signifi cant.

Building a shed would also save us 
time and materials. In the beginning 
of the winter, when the sand mix is at 
its highest saline content, it takes about 
fi ve to ten minutes to load a seven-yard 
sander mounted on a six-wheeled truck. 
As the winter progresses, the exposed 
sand and salt mixture loses saline 
content due to snow and rain exposure, 
and the sand pile builds a crust. This 
crust is unusable and cannot be easily 
forced down through the grates on the 
sander. Crust pieces instead are stacked 
to the back of the pile for reuse in the 
following year. 

Estimates from various industry 
sources state that this crust can mean 
as much as a fi fth of the sand and salt 
mixture is unusable. This extends the 
time to load a truck from fi ve or ten 
minutes to anywhere from 20 to 40 
minutes. In addition, because of the 
high moisture content, any sand and salt 
mix left on top of the grate will not fall 
through, so the driver about mid-way 
through his run is forced to pull over 
and climb up on top of his truck to force 
the salt and sand mixture down through 
the grate.

Now I can hear a lot of people 
saying, “If this is the case, why run 
grates on the trucks?” The reason is 
that chunks of ice or rock fi st-sized or 
larger will rapidly bind in the conveyer 
chains. When this happens, the only 
way to unbind them is to shovel out the 
sander by hand, fi nd the chunk or rock, 
and remove it. If you are very lucky, 
you don’t break the conveyer chain. 
Conveyer chains cost anywhere from 
several thousand dollars for the large 
sanders to around $700 for the smaller 
pick-up-mounted sanders.

Eliminating the crust will also cut 

down on the risk of injuries. During 
the winter, one of the things I fear the 
most is climbing, in the dark, up the 
icy side of a dump truck to break up 
chunks. The grates on large trucks are 
angled and are about 12 feet in the air. 
If you are lucky, there is a streetlight or 
house light on your route you can stop 
under. If not, your best source of light is 
a fl ashlight or whatever light is refl ected 
off the amber warning strobes by the 
swirling snow.

Now I know some of you are asking, 
“With such a small budget, could we 
afford a shed?” I have been quoted in 
the past prices as low as $50,000 to 
$60,000 for a salt/sand storage building 
50′ by 125′, fi nished. This would 
include a paved fl oor and sealed sump, 
block retaining walls six feet tall, and 
an inside ceiling height of 12 feet. 

The building could be located at the 
current site of the Town’s salt / sand 
stockpile. It would be large enough that 
we would be able to possibly store some 
salt straight and mix our salt/sand at the 
lower fi ve-to-one ratio recommended 
for covered de-icing materials, rather 
than at the three-to-one ratio for 
uncovered de-icing materials that we 
currently use.

The advantage to having some salt 
stored straight is that if we receive an 
ice storm or if ice pack starts to form 
on the roads (think Plains Road the last 
two winters), we can treat the roads 
with a more concentrated mixture. 

A shed would also give us a location 
to store fl ake calcium chloride. We 
currently buy fl ake calcium chloride 
only as needed (for de-icing frozen 
catch basins and for dust control) from 
local vendors by the bag. We may be 
able to purchase fl ake calcium at a 
reduced price if we could purchase it by 
the pallet and store it year round.

The lights in the shed would make 
night operations safer. If future Road 
Agents lacked appropriate facilities, 
the grader could be parked at the shed 
and plugged in. The shed would also 
be a secure place to store Highway 
Department tools, unlike the current 
location at the dump that has been 
plagued with theft and vandalism. 

And during the summer, when the 
building is not stocked, the grader could 
be parked inside, under cover. 

child’s play for lightning. The metal of 
the body of the car protects you. The 
lightning will travel on the surface of 
the car to the ground. You are safe in-
side the car because the charge stayed 
on the surface and went around you.  It 
is also likely that your car may be fi ne 
as well. The ringing in your ears will 
be from the blast noise that lightning 
makes when it discharges. Certain ob-
jects of clothing may require a change 
as well. If you are caught out in the 
open during a storm, fi nd a place away 

from tall objects and lie on the ground 
as low as possible. The idea is to make 
yourself as small a target as possible. 
Statistically, the best place to be dur-
ing a storm is in your home. Odds of a 
home being struck are fairly low but far 
from impossible. Stay away from win-
dows and large electrical appliances. If 
you suspect you home has been struck 
by lightning, please call us. We will 
check your home for fi re or damage.  

Lightning is not forgiving. It will not 
always follow the rules we think it should. 
Your best protection is to be aware of your 
surroundings and to react early. 
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Our routine eye exam includes a thorough 
ocular health check, including screening for 
cataracts, glaucoma, macular degeneration 

and diabetic eye disease.
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