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By Frank Richards
For the Beacon

Many people living in Andover to-
day may not realize that the building 
that is now Andover Elementary School 
was a high school from approximately 
1940 to 1963. It was forced to close 
as school consolidation began to take 
place during the early 1960s.

That process was the most diffi cult 
thing the town may have ever gone 
through. There was a series of acrimo-
nious public meetings and votes where 
the result was decided by a handful of 
ballots.

Nearly 50 years later, that miserable 
process is all but unknown to the vast 
majority of current residents. However, 
I’d like them to know that Andover High 
School was a nice place. Most of the peo-
ple who went there remember it fondly. 
Giving up the high school was one of the 
most diffi cult things in Andover’s history.

A reunion for the last classes to at-
tend Andover High was held Satur-
day, July 7, at the Grange Hall in East 
Andover. This was the fi rst time the 
group had assembled since the school 
closed in June 1963. Forty-nine years 
have passed.

This get-together was a follow-up to 
the East Andover Elementary School 
reunion last summer. Many people at-
tending really enjoyed seeing each other 
all these years later - childhood bonding 
or whatever. We are in our sixties now.

Nearly everyone wanted to do some-
thing like it again and soon. It didn’t 
come as a surprise when I received 
an email in April. It contained what I 
thought was a great idea. The 2012 
reunion would be larger in scale and 
would include all the classes at AHS, 
7th grade through juniors. Anyone who 
ever attended AHS and had an interest 
was completely welcome.

School consolidation in the early 
1960s was controversial. With the pas-
sage of time, I think it has become clear 
that it was necessary. The town had 
about half its current population. The 
average class at AHS had only about 
20 students including about fi ve from 
Danbury or Salisbury.

At that scale, a school couldn’t of-
fer a modern curriculum. Less obvious 
was a school that small wasn’t in a good 
position to help students stay in school. 

Last Classes To Attend 
Andover High Assemble Again

I saw many good people drop out who 
would have been able to graduate with 
no problem if just a little help and atten-
tion had been available.

However, Andover High had some-
thing that is diffi cult to replicate today. 
Nearly every student knew nearly ev-
ery other student. For the most part, we 
thought well of each other. It surely had 
to have a major positive effect on our 
attitudes in later life.

As I went through the last yearbook, 
Blue Crest 1963, I remembered almost 
everybody. I couldn’t think of anyone 
who turned out to be a bad person. I 
couldn’t think of anyone who engaged 
in a criminal behavior as they grew old-
er. Very few had any interaction with 
the welfare system either.

It is sad that a sense of community 
tends to get lost for young people in 
modern consolidated schools where a 
graduating class may have hundreds of 
students. People coming up today usu-
ally have no opportunity to experience 
a sense of connection to their class-
mates as a whole.

Forty-nine years later, 40 people 
still felt enough connection to attend 
a reunion. There are probably another 
40 who would have come except for 
inevitable scheduling confl icts and the 
distance involved. John Alley fl ew up 
from Texas. Steve Wollmer drove up 
from Pennsylvania.

The event itself was really informal. 
People just walked up and started talk-
ing to people they hadn’t seen in a re-
ally long time. It was great to see that so 
many of us were healthy and friendly 
all these years later. Yes, hair color was 
greyer. Waistlines were larger.

It was great to learn a few things 
about what people had done and remi-
nisce. For example, I was intrigued to 
discover that Donald “Shorty” Phelps 
from Danbury had become a forester, 
lived in the Pacifi c Northwest, and in 
the course of his career, had traveled to 
China on several occasions.

This reunion didn’t happen by ac-
cident. An organizing committee had 
been working since April. After all this 
time, it was a lot of work to track down 
as many former students as possible 
and invite them. Then the committee 
needed to fi gure out how many people 

The last classes at Andover High hadn’t been together again in 49 years.

Press release
A summer kids’ event called Sky will 

be hosted at Andover Congregational 
Church from Monday, August 6, 
through Friday, August 10. At Sky, faith 
and imagination soar as kids discover 
that everything is possible with God 
(Mark 10:27). 

Kids participate in memorable Bible-
learning activities, sing catchy songs, 
play teamwork-building games, make 
and dig into yummy treats, experience 
electrifying Bible adventures, collect 
Bible Memory Buddies to remind them 
to trust God, and test out Sciency-Fun 
Gizmos they’ll take home and play with 
all summer long. Plus, kids will learn 
to look for evidence of God all around 
them through something called God 

Andover Congregational Invites 
Children To Vacation Bible School

Sightings.
Each day concludes with Fly Away 

Finale – a celebration that gets everyone 
involved in living what they’ve learned. 
Family members and friends are 
encouraged to join in daily for this 
special time at 11 AM.

Kids at Sky will join an international 
mission’s effort to squash malaria in the 
African country of Mali – sending more 
than a million mosquito nets to protect 
Malian children.

Sky is for kids ages four to 12, plus 
children three and under accompanied 
by a parent. The program runs from 
8:30 to 11:30 AM each day. For more 
information, call the church offi ce at 
735-5160 or Bonnie Wesley at 735-
5486. 

See Classes  on page 35

ANDOVER 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

On the hill, beside the road in East Andover
 (Corner of Chase Hill Rd. and Rte. 11)

All members, ministers
Rev John J. Wagner, Pastor

735-5160 • AndoverChurch@tds.net • AndoverCongregationalChurch.org

Worship and Sunday School – 9:30 AM
Tuesdays, Growth and Discovery – 6 PM in the Grange Hall
Other Bible studies, women's groups, prayer: please call for details.

Vacation Bible School
SKY: EVERYTHING IS POSSIBLE WITH GOD

Monday, August 6 through Friday, August 10
8:30 to 11:30 AM

Each day: Fly Away Finale at 11 for family members and friends.

Andover Service Club 

Thrift Shop
Don’t miss our August

HALF-PRICE HALF-PRICE 
DONATEDDONATED

CLOTHING SALECLOTHING SALE

We are located behind 
the Andover Town Hall. 

We have quite a few larger 
women’s garments in stock.
Sorry, no new consignments 
can be taken until September.

Our August Hours
Tuesday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Wednesday 3 - 7 p.m.
Thursday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

YIELD

UNDERHILL DRIVING SCHOOL
Steering today’s youth in the right direction

Lynda & Bob Underhill
152 Whittemore Rd
Salisbury • 648-2308

nhdrivingschool.com
Bob’s cell: 748-0193

Lynda’s cell: 748-0207

38 Years in the Business
All work done by owner and son
New Hampton Road, Franklin

934-2376934-2376

Carpet, Tile, Carpet, Tile, 
and Linoleumand Linoleum

DOUG & SONS DOUG & SONS 
FLOORINGFLOORING

Free 
Estimates

PUBLICIZE YOUR FUNDRAISER!
Articles, photos, and/or ads in the Beacon both before and after the 
event will help raise awareness and $$$ for your cause. 735-6099


