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By Amy Makechnie
For the Beacon

If stories aren’t told, they are 
lost. Mary Keuchenmeister of 
Andover wants to be sure that 
doesn’t happen.

After two years of 
interviewing, strategic 
planning, phone calls, e-mails, 
rejections, and self-funding, 
Mary’s Story Preservation 
Initiative has found a voice on 
public radio. Every Wednesday 
at 7:35 AM, one can now 
tune in to New Hampshire 
Public Radio (NHPR) to hear 
the stories of remarkable 
individuals.

Mary says, “Each recording 
in the series opens a window 
to the life of a New Englander, 
or person with a close tie to the 
region, who has exhibited a 
talent, passion, or way of living 
that serves to enrich us all.”

The NHPR program is called 
Inspired Lives, a project Mary 
began working on in 2010. Unoffi cially, 
she’s been working at it her whole life.

Mary worked as a contract writer 
for years. She wrote on an eclectic 
mix of subjects: computer hardware, 
investment casting, fl y fi shing, artifi cial 
veins. Though diverse, she gained 
valuable experience: to interview and 
delve into the details, then write in such 
a way other people would understand.

The goal? To create a history 
everyone can access. “This collection, 
however large or small, needs to get 
out into the world,” Mary says. By 
establishing relationships with libraries 
and public radio stations and reaching 
out to educators, she hopes to make the 
collection of oral histories widely and 
freely available. It is a working and on-
going collection. 

A non-profi t, Story Preservation 
Initiative’s operating costs come from 
grants, donations, and fundraising.

In addition to her NHPR program, 
Mary blogs at StoryPreservation.
wordpress.com. Here, one can read warm 
and personal writing, view pictures and 
artwork, and listen to recorded oral 
histories. Interviews and conversations 
include:
• Pakistani teachers spending a month 

at Plymouth State University to learn 
from American educators.

Mary Kuechenmeister 
Preserves Stories On NHPR

• Vermonter Michael Heaney, a for-
mer Army offi cer and the only mem-
ber of his unit to survive an ambush 
by North Vietnamese soldiers, who re-
turned to Vietnam to visit the site of the 
ambush.
• An interview with a man involved in 

building the atomic bomb.
• Pulitzer Prize winner and United States 

Poet Laureate Maxine Kumin of Warner.
• Eric Aho, painter extraordinaire. 

Listen to his story and receive informa-
tion on his summer exhibition at the 
Currier Museum of Art in Manchester.
• Astronaut Jerry Carr, one of 19 as-

tronauts selected by NASA in 1966.
Inspired Lives is currently a 12-

week pilot for NHPR, with the hope 
that it will continue long after. You 
won’t hear Mary’s voice on NHPR, but 
through her initiative, you will discover 
the stories of people worth knowing. 
Inspired Lives is perhaps apropos of 
Mary herself, a woman who, like her 
subjects, “exhibits a talent, passion, and 
way of life that enriches us all.”

You can support Mary 
Keuchenmeister by tuning in to 
NHPR on Wednesdays at 7:35 AM; 
visiting NHPR.org to leave a comment; 
visiting StoryPreservation.wordpress.
com; or considering a donation to Story 
Preservation Initiative. 

Mary Kuechenmeister of Story Preservation 
Initiative at work with Gerry Putnam of Ce-
darHouse Sound and Mastering in Sutton. 
 Photo: Paul Howe

ACHIEVEMENTS
Shawna Barton was named to 

the dean’s list for the spring semester 
at Colby-Sawyer College. She is a 
freshman psychology major.

Ian Coll and Amanda Cook each 
earned a bachelor’s degree in computer 
engineering from Missouri University 
of Science and Technology in Rolla, 
Missouri.

Abigail Smith earned a bachelor’s 
degree from the University of 
Connecticut in Storrs.

Elizabeth Stearns was named to 
the dean’s list for the spring semester 
at Stonehill College in Easton, 
Massachusetts. She is a sophomore.

GOING AWAY?   

Worried About 
Leaving Your Best Friend?      

Mountain High Kennel
The Camp Dogs Love To Come Back To

Grooming by Appointment • 735-6083

Call

Serving Andover and the Surrounding Area Since 1977

 Wood, Pellet, and Gas Stove Installations

JEAN-PAUL RABBATH, DMD, FAGD, PLLC
Fellow Academy of General Dentistry

NH AGD Delegate & Membership Chair
Member AGD, ADA, CDA, NHDS, MDS

Restorative, Preventive & Implant Dentistry
Cosmetic (Veneers, Whitening & More)
Invisalign (Clear Alternative to Braces)
Dental Surgery (Extractions)
Gum Therapy
Immediate Full & Partial Dentures
Same Day Emergencies

603-286-8618

Dentist also speaks  & !

(Laser)
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NonnisItalianEatery.com 

Introducing!! 
Nonni’s New York Style 

Italian Deli 
Antipasti Salads, Artisan Sausages, Hand 
Stretched Mozzarella, Imported Specialty 
Olives, Meatballs, Rice Balls, Heat and 

Serve Entrees, Gluten Free Dinners and so 
much more for all your Seasonal Needs! L U N C H  

Tues ~ Sat 11:30 to 3 
D I N N E R  

Tues ~ Thurs & Sundays 3 to 8 
Friday & Saturday 3 to 9 

Closed Mondays 

OUR OUTDOOR PATIO IS 
OPEN ALL SUMMER FOR  

ALFRESCO DINING! 
A Little Slice of New York in New Hampshire! 

255 NEWPORT ROAD, COLONIAL PLAZA, NEW LONDON, NH 603-526-2265 


