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(Left) Brandon Dukette, a rising second grader at AE/MS, had perfect 
attendance at school last year. As a reward, he was asked to ring the bell 
in Proctor’s Maxwell Savage Hall to start the opening ceremonies at Ando-
ver’s Fourth of July celebration. 

(Right) Kyleigh Fanny, a rising fourth grader at AE/MS, also had perfect 
attendance and also got to ring the bell on the Fourth.  Photos: Chuck Will

Seventeen students formally ended 
their middle school years at Andover 
Elementary/Middle School on June 14. 

The students will move on to Proctor 
Academy, Laconia Christian School, 
Pinkerton Academy, and Merrimack 
Valley High School. This talented 
group of students has much 
to offer to their new schools 
and will most certainly make 
a positive difference over their 
high school years.

Graduation was very nice, 
as students were involved 
throughout the evening. A slide 
show of the graduates from 
birth to present started the 
evening as families arrived and 
took their seats. The slide show 
has been carefully put together and 
presented for many years by Gretchen 
Hildebrand and Chris Connor. 

The difference this year was that 
the show was viewed at the start of 
the evening, rather than at the end. It 
was enjoyed and appreciated more this 
year than ever and will now make a 
permanent move to the beginning in 
future years.

Mr. Dave Cummings was the 
graduation speaker, and his message to 
students was heartfelt. The eighth grade 
students met Dave earlier in the school 
year when he was at the end of his 
journey to make one million foul shots 
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The AE/MS graduating class of 2012: (front) Nick Keniston, Liz Labrie, Colby 
Benoit, Austin Marceau, Max Barrett, Brandon Jackson, Alyssa Smith, Will 
Cox, and Logan Marcus. (Back) Riley Anderson, Josiah Wagner, Keith Davis, 
Ryan Barton, Adrian Bolte, Mike Pelky, Ben Yusko, and Emma Davis. 
 Photo: Tara Jackson

as part of his Hoops for Heroes project, 
which raised thousands of dollars to 
help veterans.

Eighth graders Max Barrett 
and Logan Marcus combined 
their musical talents and 
entertained the crowd with 
Time of Your Life. They did 
an amazing job! Of course we 
were not surprised, as they have 
wowed us with their talents 
since third grade. They are two 
of the four Long Tail Monkeys, 
always popular and appreciated 
at AE/MS.

Ben Yusko received the 
Perfect Attendance Award for 
fi ve years of perfect attendance. 
In nine years at AE/MS, Ben 
missed a total of only six days. 

That is a pretty impressive record!
Academic awards were presented 

by individual teachers and distributed 
among students. Graduates receiving 

Presidential Academic Excellence awards 
were named. Students were recognized 
for participation in yearbook and the arts. 
Megan Hanscom presented the Andover 
One Wheelers Award to the Ben Yusko, 
Colby Benoit, and Liz Labrie.

Several of the graduates came forward 
and shared speeches of appreciation for 
their teachers. Certifi cates of graduation 
were presented by Superintendent 
Michael Martin, Principal Jane Slayton, 
and Andover School Board members 
Don Gould and Charlie McCrave. 

Students marched off the stage to the 
tunes of One Day and Keep Holding 
On. 

Brandon Jackson, Riley Anderson, Will Cox, 
Keith Davis, and Logan Marcus. 
 Photo: Tara Jackson

There were only four girls in the AE/MS grad-
uating class: Alyssa Smith, Colby Benoit, 
Emma Davis, and Liz Labrie. 
 Photo: Cindy LaBrie

By Jane Slayton
Principal, AE/MS

While students are out and about 
enjoying their summer vacation, 
AE/MS continues to be a very busy 
building. Regular summer maintenance 
is underway. In addition, new tile fl oors 
have spruced up the middle school 
classrooms. Classrooms have been 

AE/MS GETS READY FOR A NEW YEAR
painted. The exterior entrance to the 
building and the courtyard area will all 
have fresh paint by the time students 
return.

Probably the most noticeable change 
for families will be the new access 
procedures for the building. There 
is a new window where visitors will 
stop upon entering the building and 
be “buzzed in” by Mrs. Parenteau. 
It defi nitely gives a new look to the 
interior entrance. 

We needed to add another layer 
of security to our school, but at the 
same time we want to continue to 
be welcoming and accessible to the 
community. We feel we have put 
together a system to do both.

There will be new faces at AE/
MS in the fall. Sarah Edmonds will 
be teaching seventh and eighth grade 
Language Arts. She brings with her 
a strong secondary level background 
in language arts and lots of drama 
experience. She will be a nice addition 
to the middle school team.

Ms. Connor has retired after many 
years at AE/MS, and we wish her well. 
Interviews are underway for a new 
technology leader. These are exciting 
times at AE/MS for technology right 

Henry of ADF Flooring in Boscawen 
was part of the team that installed 
new fl ooring in the Andover Middle 
School in July.  Photo: Charlie Darling See New Year  on page 47


