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By John Kinney
Andover EMS

Can you read these numbers?

More accurately, can you read them 
from a distance of 50 feet while trav-
eling 30 mph? Of course 911 are the 
numbers to dial when you have an 
emergency and need help from police, 
fi re departments, or emergency medi-
cal services (EMS), but they could also 
represent a house number. 

As I drive around town, I often no-
tice properties where the house num-
ber is either missing or simply way too 
small to ever been seen while driving 
our ambulance – especially at night. I 
know this topic has been addressed be-
fore, but the problem still exists. Please 
take a few minutes to look at your own 
house numbers and follow these simple 
guidelines:

• A minimum of 3″ in height (as 
shown above).

• The stroke width (thickness) must 
be at least 3/8″ (as shown above).

• Numbers must be set on a back-
ground of contrasting color (as 
shown above).

• Numbers should be refl ective, to be 
more visible at night.

• Numbers must be displayed 
where they are legible and vis-
ible from the primary access to 
the property, such as on your mail-
box at the end of your driveway.
Number both sides, since you never 
know from which direction help 
may arrive, even on a dead-end road.

Don’t take a chance. If your house 

House Numbers Are Important
numbers don’t meet each of these 
guidelines, you run the risk of losing 
precious minutes while emergency ser-

vices search desperately to fi nd your 
house. Some other helpful tips in the 
event of a medical emergency include:

• If it’s night, turn on all lights and 
keep a fl ashlight handy to gain the 
attention of emergency services.

• Lock away dogs, keep children 
away, and leave your front door 
open, if safe, to help emergency ser-
vices attend to you without delay.

• If possible, send an adult to the road 
to get the attention of and direct 
emergency services.

Above all, always remember: Safety 
fi rst! Injuring yourself can’t possibly 
help in an emergency situation. 

911
By Rene Lefebvre
EAFD Chief

We are able to say that despite the 
rain showers, our annual barbeque 
was a great success. The crowd 
was large, and for the fi rst time we 
ran out of kayak tickets before the 
drawing. That won’t happen again. 
The evening event takes two days 
to prepare and make happen. For us, 
your overwhelming support is well 
worth our effort. Thanks.

After a building fi re, the fi re 
department must fi ll out a report and 
send it to the State Fire Marshall’s offi ce. 
This report can take more than two 
hours to properly fi ll out. The questions 
are very specifi c and incredibly 

detailed. After a long and exhausting fi re, 
the report can be a real pain. 

However, every once in a while, all 
the reporting pays off. The data gathered 
is studied, and sometimes a dangerous 
pattern starts to become clear. 
Batteries Cause Fires

The information in our reports showed 
there have been several fi res caused 
by nine-volt batteries stored in “junk” 
drawers. After the home owner had been 
in the drawer moving objects around, the 
drawer caught fi re when the battery came 
in contact with a metal object, generating 
enough heat to cause ignition. 

The odds of this happening seem 
very small and hardly worth a thought. 

East Andover Fire Department
Well, we need to think again. This 
happens often and is easily preventable. 

The contacts on a nine-volt battery 
are very close to each other on one 
end of the battery. If the plastic cap is 
missing, just securely wrap electrical 
tape over the contacts. This will prevent 
the possibility of a metal object shorting 
the battery and causing a fi re. 

Other types of batteries have the 
contacts at each end, where they are 
less likely to come in contact with each 
other. It may not be necessary to tape 
both contacts; taping one contact on 
each battery is not a bad idea though. 

I would not let any battery roll free 
in a drawer. A battery is a device that 
is used to store and release electrical 
energy in a controlled manner. All 
energy needs to be controlled. Pay 
attention to your junk drawer; it could 
have a bit of a spark, too.
Vacation

For those who know me well, I am 
going to surprise you all. I am going away 
for a vacation! Taking time away from 
town is very rare and almost painful 
for me. I very much like our home, and 
travel is downright unthinkable. I have 
been practicing by doing things without 
my fi re pager. Although very tough at 
fi rst, I am getting much better. 

So, please don’t do anything crazy 
while I’m away. I would hate to miss 
something. Please be safe. 
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♦ Specialty - 
    Small Business Bookkeeping            
    and Set-up
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    in QuickBooks

♦ Tax Preparation
   Individual and Small Business

• Night & Weekend 
Appts Available

• Will Come to Your 
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• Prompt & Friendly 
Service
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•References Available
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