
The Andover Beacon • October 2012 • Page 25

735-6099 Mail@AndoverBeacon.com AndoverBeacon.com

By Larry Chase
For the Beacon

The loon mating season on Bradley 
Lake began optimistically in early 
June, with a pair (likely the returning 
pair?) building a nest on an island on 
the western side of the lake. Numerous 
observers witnessed a loon on the nest 
during mid- to late June, and we were 
all awaiting another successful hatch. 

Then, in early July, our Loon 
Preservation Center fi eld monitor, 
Kathy Gunther, reported that she 
had observed, during a visit to the 
lake, shattered egg shells outside the 
abandoned nest. The evidence, she 
reported, pointed to a predator visit to 
the island. She could not identify what 
sort of predator it might have been.

After the nest abandonment, several 
lakeside residents observed the loon 

Bradley Lake Loons Fail 
To Hatch A Brood

pair perhaps attempting to rebuild a nest 
on another island in order to begin the 
mating process a second time, but this 
did not happen. There were also reports 
of an invading male loon challenging 
the resident male, which perhaps 
prevented the second nest-building. 

Later in the season, several other 
reports suggested that an adult loon was 
acting strangely, without much energy, 
which might have indicated an illness 
or wound. No evidence was later found 
of either. 

In late August and early September, 
larger loon groups – fi ve or more – were 
observed congregating peacefully, 
perhaps getting ready for their trip to 
the Atlantic coast for the winter. At the 
moment (September 14), all is peaceful, 
and the calling loons are still with us.
 

Nothing remarkable happened this summer with the loons on Highland Lake. 
The same resident pair returned, sometimes accompanied by a third Loon, 
and other times with another pair of loons. I see them every day, and they 
have been acting normally all summer and currently. I call them, they answer 
back. They will sometimes swim unafraid as close as 30 feet toward a sitting 
powerboat. Sometimes, when in just the right spot, they will call toward the 
mountains, hear their own echo, and answer in return, thinking it is another 
pair of loons calling them.  Funny birds they are! 
 Caption and photo: Earle Davis

By Anne Hewitt
For the Beacon

Higher education opportunities 
aren’t always just about trying to land 
a good job after four or more years of 
college. For some students, the best 
lessons learned along the way don’t 
involve a textbook or a computer.

Greg Hewitt: College 
Adventures Here And Abroad

Greg Hewitt on his fi rst hike in Switzerland.

Greg Hewitt (MVHS ’10) is 
taking advantage of educational and 
recreational opportunities while 
attending Westminster College in Salt 
Lake City, Utah. While preparing for a 
solid career (his major is environmental 
law), his love for exploring the great 

See Greg  on page 29

•  Home Cleanouts
•  Remodels
•  Demolitions

•  Clutter Removal
•  Roofing
•  Yard Waste & Much Mor
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Toll Free 1-866-56-DEPOT
SERVING THE GREATER CAPITAL AREA,

LACONIA AND THE LAKES REGION

 As Always, We Provide Great Service At “Your” Convenience, Not Ours! As Always, We Provide Great Service At “Your” Convenience, Not Ours!

 EASY   AND EASY   AND

 AFFORDABLE
 AFFORDABLE

CALL THE 
EXPERTS!

NO 
HIDDEN FEES

NO 
FUEL SURCHARGES

NO 
TRICKY LONG-TERM

CONTRACTS 

TO SIGN

 Dumpsters starting at  $ 295
 $ 295
 $ 295

Pancake Road & Route 11 Tues - Sat 10 to 5
Andover NH Closed Sunday & Monday
735-4100 ConstantQuilter.com

The Constant QuilterThe Constant Quilter

Oct 11 - 13 • 9 AM - 6 PM 
Drawing for Baby Lock Drawing for Baby Lock 

Sewing Sewing MachineMachine
$8 passport available at:  

Apple Tree Fabrics, Hillsboro • The Constant Quilter, 
Andover • Country Heart Quilters, Plymouth 

Pine Tree Quilt Shop, Salem • Quilters Workshop, Newport 
• Quilting Corner, Tilton • Stitched in Stone, Kingston
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HARVEST HOPHARVEST HOP

Do You Have 
EXTRA EGGS 

From Your Hens?
Donate them to the 

ANDOVER 
FOOD PANTRY
Bring them in to the 

basement of the
Town Hall anytime

the building is open.

Empty egg cartons needed, too!

GOT NEWS?
The Beacon doesn’t have a fl eet 

of reporters. We rely on you!  
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