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Delaney Young (pictured) and Elliot Asbury brought  monarch butterfl y 
caterpillars into Mrs. Bent’s fi rst grade class. The children watched ea-
gerly as the caterpillars (larva) transformed into pupas (chrysallis) and 
then hatched into beautiful butterfl ies. The students were all an impor-
tant part of the butterfl y release, which took place in the courtyard of 
the school. Everyone had a chance to hold a butterfl y and examine it 
up close! The Smartboard was used in the classroom to watch a video 
about the life cycle of the monarch and also to label the parts of the pro-
cess ... very exciting!  Caption and photo: Jen Bent

By Chuck Will
Proctor Academy

Andover Proctor students Maddie 
Trefethen, Jake Hubbard, and Monica 
Newton set off on the adventure of a 
lifetime when they boarded the 130-foot 
schooner Harvey Gamage at Gloucester, 
Massachusetts on September 18. They 
are part of a 22-student crew that is 
sailing the ship to the Caribbean on 
Proctor’s Ocean Classroom program. 

Working in teams called “watches,” 
the students are responsible for hoisting, 
setting, and trimming sails; navigation; 

Th ree Andover Students 
Embark On Ocean Classroom

Maddie Trefethen, Jake Hubbard, and Monica Newton, all of Andover, will be 
sailing on the Harvey Gamage this semester for Proctor’s Ocean Classroom 
through November 17. Photo: Chuck Will

and overall ship safety, day and night. 
The program features educational stops 
at specifi c ports while students earn full 
academic credits in maritime literature, 
marine biology and oceanography, 
navigational mathematics, and the 
history of coastal America, the 
Bahamas, and Hispañola. 

The program terminates in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico on November 17. Maddie, 
Jake, and Monica will then fl y to Boston 
and enter winter trimester courses back 
at Proctor. We wish them fair winds and 
following seas!

By Michael Jette
MVHS Principal

I am writing to the communities 
served by Merrimack Valley High 
School to express sincere thanks 
for supporting our graduates last 
June. Each year, we hold our annual 
senior awards night to recognize our 
students for their varied and impressive 
accomplishments. At this event, we give 
out countless awards, scholarships and 

MVHS Seniors Receive Over 
$1 Million In Scholarships

other recognition to our very deserving 
graduates.

This year, our students received over 
$125,000 in community scholarships 
and just over $1 million in college 
scholarships. On behalf of all MVHS 
students, I would like to congratulate 
all the award winners and thank the 
members of our community for their 
continued support of our students.

By Jane Slayton
AE/MS Principal

Gisela Darling will be receiving a 
Service Award at the 2012 Spirit of 
New Hampshire awards ceremony on 
Thursday, October 18, at the Capitol 
Center for the Arts in Concord. The 
awards ceremony will follow a dinner 
featuring guest speaker Dean Kamen.

Gisela was nominated by Principal 
Jane Slayton for this award to recognize 
Gisela’s countless years of devotion and 
dedication to the students of Andover 
Elementary/Middle School.

Gisela is the force behind SHARE 
(See How Arts Reach Everyone) Day, 
and has been for over 20 years. She 

Gisela Darling To Receive 
“Spirit Of NH” Award

coordinates the successful day and 
brings in hundreds of community 
members to share their skills and 
talents with the students. It is truly a 
community event and a favorite day for 
all.

Students young and old have learned 
the German language from Gisela. 
Once a week, beginner and advanced 
students have the opportunity to spend 
extra time at school to learn a second 
language. Gisela has offered this for 
many years to the students at AE/MS.

The AE/MS school community 
appreciates, admires, and respects 
Gisela Darling. Congratulations, Gisela, 
on this well-deserved award! 

Mackenzie Donovan, a freshman at MVHS, plants herself to make a pass 
during a JV Pride win against Goffstown on September 14.
 Photo: Vickie Haley


