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fell into disrepair, and Dorothy’s 
health began to fail. Donald Gould is a 
volunteer caregiver and dear friend of 
Dorothy. He would visit and sit with her 
as she reminisced about her childhood 
and told stories about how she loved her 
home. Don made sure that she would 

keep her doctor’s appointments and 
had enough food. He genuinely looked 
out for Dorothy’s best interests, thus 
creating a special mutual respect.

When Dorothy was no longer able 
to care for herself, Don thought it best 
for her to be placed into the William P. 
Clough Extended Care Center in New 
London, where she passed away on 
February 13, 2012.

Recently, I had the honor of meeting 
Don at the site of the Lorden property. 
He was in charge of overseeing the 
fi nal disposition of her possessions and 
contents of the house. There were many 
items in the barn that dated back to the 
1800s.

Don was a wealth of information 
and pointed out to me the beautiful 
300-year-old hand-hewn hickory and 
ash timbers in the house. He told me 
that they would be repurposed and used 
to restore a 1800s farm in East Andover 
on Flaghole Road. 

Don showed me the old wagon 
that Mr. Lorden made that was pulled 
behind the oxen to transport the rocks 
and boulders for the stone walls on the 

The barn’s foundation was creatively 
made with barrels, cans, and kitchen 
pots fi lled with cement.
 Photo: Linda Grant

property. I picked up an old dusty item 
in the barn that was the yoke that went 
across the breast of the animals and 
was secured to the wagon. It was truly a 
walk back in time.

Before I left, we walked around the 
outside of the barn. Don pointed out 
the foundation that was created with 
barrels, nail kegs, and old pots fi lled 
with cement that were stacked on top 
of each other. That foundation is still 
holding up that old barn today.

It was a privilege to meet Don, who 
so lovingly cared for Dorothy and who 
handled her past relics with such respect 
and memory. I left with a sense of 
profound history and felt special to have 
had the opportunity to meet Dorothy’s 
caretaker.

A week later I met up with Don and 
he gave me a bootjack that came from 
the property. He had carefully cleaned 
and oiled it. I will treasure it always, 
and the meeting of a very special man.
A Letter From Dorothy

In 2008, Dorothy sent my husband 
Kenny a letter where she thanked him 
for the gifts he would bring her over the 
years. Dorothy wrote, “I was surprised 
to fi nd my favorite meal left on my 
doorstep by you.” I found it poignant that 
she mentioned in the letter, “My brother 
Joe died while I was in the hospital, and 
I also lost Clancy a few days later. He 
was at the vet’s, and I never found out 
what happened to him, but I can guess 
what they would do with a dog nearly 16 
years old.” She went on to write, “I miss 
him terribly.” I am certain that she would 
have wanted to bury Clancy on her fi eld 
as she had done with her other pets. 
Nonetheless, we will remember him.

We pass her property now with just 
the barn left, and we imagine that with 
each dawn her land echoes with the 
sounds of her past. The sun now shines 
down upon the graves of her beloved 
animals. The Lorden homestead was 
a place where the woods sang with the 
sounds of birds, chipmunks scurried, 
the crows would perch upon the old 
sap house where her maple sugaring 
was born, and the cowbells resounded 
through the distant pastures.

We feel Dorothy’s spirit and the land 
remembers how those years were held 
together with hard work and love at 172 
Bradley Lake Road.  

Amaze, Inspire. I have to say it was 
pretty thrilling to announce the record 
breaking $613,763! I am amazed by the 
generosity of people, doing and giving 
whatever they can to this event. I am 
inspired by all the cancer survivors who 
make strides. 

I believe there are two ways to 
become a survivor: You can survive 
the disease, or you can survive the loss. 
Survivors have given so much to this 
disease, physically and emotionally, but 

Soldiers  from page 28 they continue to give back and inspire 
us all. 

As the volunteer Chair, I would like 
to thank the Andover community for 
its continued support of this event. As a 
mom, I would like to thank my children 
for their continued support of me. I am 
a Sarah’s Soldier, and I am blessed to 
have had my children by my side as 
we continue Making Strides Against 
Breast Cancer. 

Thank you, 
Kimberly Laro

Strides  from page 28

Cancer Society is in every community, 
providing free information and services 
and ensuring access to mammograms 
for women who need them.

As the rain started up again, 
volunteer Event Chair Kimberly Laro 
of Andover reminded participants 
that they mattered: “Making Strides 
matters to our community. It matters 
to all those who have loved and lost 
someone to breast cancer. To those who 
are currently battling breast cancer, 
Making Strides matters. And to those 
celebrating their journey through and 
beyond breast cancer, Making Strides 
matters.”

As participants returned from their 
walk, bringing their own sunshine in 
their hearts and brightening up the 
dreary fall day with the bright pink 
Making Strides t-shirts they wore with 

pride, it was time to celebrate their 
fundraising success.

“Each year, our goal is to raise one 
more dollar than we did the year before. 
Last year we raised a record-breaking 
$568,089. We never lose sight of the 
fact that behind each dollar is a story, 
and behind each story is a person, and 
that is why we make strides,” Kimberly 
explained to the crowd. The 2012 season 
fundraising total: an amazing $613,763! 
Volunteers held up the number with 
smiles on their faces and tears in their 
eyes as the confetti swirled and loud 
speakers played I’m A Believer.

Funds raised at Making Strides 
Against Breast Cancer event fund critical 
breast cancer research and programs and 
patients services of the American Cancer 
Society. For more information call 800 
227-2345 or visit Cancer.org. Save the 
date for next year’s event – Sunday, 
October 20, 2013. 
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December 8 • 10-4

Storytelling at Pillsbury Free Library
Main Street Book Ends, and
Mt. Kearsarge Indian Museum

Gingerbread Man play at the 
United Church of Warner by KCPA

Horse & carriage rides

Stop at all participating stores
to get your map stamped.

Farmer's Market at the Town Hall

Holiday sales at stores • Artisans

On December 7, join us for a festive 
start to the holiday season.

Enjoy fabulous hors d'oeuvres and 
seasonal treats by the lights of the 
festival trees.

From December 8-26, the Town Hall 
display is open to the public.
ADULTS ONLY

Warner Festival of Trees

Holiday Shopping Tour

Christopher J. Seufert
Brad C. Davis

Robert D. Hunt
Lexie Rojas
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• Personal Injury
• Civil Litigation
• Family Law
• Workers Compensation
• Divorce

• Bankruptcy
• DWI/ALS
• Commercial Litigation
• Lead Paint Poisoning
• Criminal Defense

SEUFERT, DAVIS 
& HUNT, PLLC


