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By Mary Ofenloch
President, Andover Service Club

Very few students have won 
consecutive merit scholarship awards 
from the Andover Service Club (ASC). 
Aaron Currier is one of those students. In 

1996, Aaron 
was awarded 
a $1,000 
scholarship 
to attend 
C l a r k s o n 
Un ive r si t y 
in Potsdam, 
New York, 
and in 1997, 
A a r o n 
r e c e i v e d 
a n o t h e r 

$1,000 scholarship as a continuing 
education student at Clarkson.

Aaron attended Kearsarge Regional 
High School, where he was editor of 
the school newspaper, a member of 
the National Honor Society, a junior 
assistant scoutmaster of the Boy Scouts, 
and a member of the French Club and 
Math Team. As an outstanding student, 
Aaron also participated in the St. Paul’s 
Advanced Studies Program. 

Aaron credits his grandmother with 
instilling in him a love of nature and the 
environment and a desire to continue 
his education in science. The Esther 
Currier Wildlife Management Area 
was named for his grandmother.

In 1996, Clarkson accepted Aaron as 
a freshman, where he chose computer 
engineering as his major, which involves 
the design and construction of computer 
circuits. Lynette Currier, Aaron’s mom, 
said, “Aaron always liked to take things 
apart to see how they were made. He 
once took apart his sister’s Fisher Price 
recorder, which was an expensive item 
at the time.”

During his freshman year at 
Clarkson, Aaron received very high 
praise from the Assistant Physics 
Professor, who called Aaron “one of 
my best students.” He also admired 
Aaron’s maturity, which he said was 
“well above average.” Volleyball and 
backpacking were his favorite activities, 

Where Are They Now?

Aaron Currier
and backpacking and hiking in the 
Adirondack and White Mountains are 
still some of his favorite things to do.

Immediately following graduation 
from Clarkson in 2000, Aaron began 
a job with Raytheon Company in 
Marlborough, Massachusetts, where 
he worked for three years on a variety 
of projects, including a satellite 
communications system for US Navy 
submarines. In 2003, Aaron joined 
BAE Systems in Nashua to develop the 
electronic warfare system for the F-35 
Lightning II fi ghter jet. His current 
position is Principle Systems Engineer. 

Aaron met and married Melanie 
Rast of San Antonio in 2003. They have 
two children, Ayla, age six, and Colton, 

age four. 
Lynette said 
that Aaron is 
“very lucky 
to have met 
and married 
Melanie, a 
wo n d e r f u l 
girl. My 
husband and 
I have two 
really great 

grandchildren. I am very proud of them.”
In 2010, Aaron completed his masters 

degree in Electrical Engineering from 
the University of Massachusetts, 
Lowell, with a GPA of 3.75. Besides 
backpacking, Aaron also enjoys 
speaking French, brewing beer, writing 
fi ction, and online gaming.

When asked her opinion of the ASC 
merit scholarship program, Lynette 
replied, “At the time, tuition was very 
expensive, and I was very grateful to 
the ASC. Aaron is very intelligent, and 
these awards were very helpful to him.”

The ASC has been awarding merit 
scholarships for more than 50 years 
to hundreds of students. We can only 
continue this program with the support of 
the community for our annual fundraisers 
or with donations and memorials from 
the public. For more information, contact 
Mary Ofenloch, President, at MaryO.
ASClub@live.com. 

Aaron Currier then …

  … and now.

the World War I Barracks and was the 
fi fth president of the Pompano Deerfi eld 
Auxiliary. Mildred was a member of the 
Westkirk Presbyterian Church as well as 
the Methodist Church in Pompano Beach. 

Mildred married Robert Otto in 1989 
and they lived in Pompano, Florida, 
until Bob passed away in 1991. 

In 1995 Mildred moved back to New 
Hampshire. Living in Salisbury, she became 
the proud recipient of the Boston Post Cane 
and was a member of the Red Hat Society 
and the Penacook Senior Center. 

Mildred was predeceased by  
grandson Erik Soujanen; husband John 
Simmons, and husband Robert W. Otto.  

She is survived by daughter Sylvia 
M. Bailey and her husband Raymond 
of Bristol; son Miles A. Suojanen of 
Florida. Family also includes four 
grandchildren, Raymond Bailey, Jr., 
of Salisbury, Joanne Bailey of Jaffrey, 
Sheila Robison of Bristol, and Holly 
Suojanen of Hopkinton; six great-
grandchildren; and one great-great-
granddaughter. 

There were no calling hours. A 
graveside service was held on October 27 
at Lakeside Cemetery in East Andover. 

Expressions of sympathy may be 
made to the Edna McKenna Fund (for 
patient activities), Merrimack County 
Nursing Home, 325 Daniel Webster 
Highway, Boscawen 03302. 
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By Heather Makechnie
For the Beacon

June 27 was an unusual day for 
Bob Grevior, to say the least. Near the 
middle of that day, the second fl oor of his 
business, Grevior Furniture in Franklin, 
collapsed into the fi rst fl oor of his mattress 
showroom. Housed in what was most 
recently the Allstate Insurance offi ce, the 
showroom is part of a building Grevior 
bought in the late ‘50s from the former 
owner of Franklin Furniture. This second 
building was added to the building his 
father Nathan Grevior bought in 1932 and 
greatly increased his fl oor space.

“We had just fi lled the room 
with a huge inventory we bought in 
anticipation of our 80th anniversary 
sale,” said Bob. “I was amazed to hear a 
loud groan coming from the showroom. 
When I ran to see what caused the 
noise, I found that the ceiling had come 
partway down, and a young policeman, 
his wife, and one-month old baby had 
narrowly escaped through the door.”

Within an hour and a half the ceiling 
had completely fallen. Says Bob, “We 
could look up and see that somewhere 
along the line, before I bought the 
building, the original heavy beams 
which supported the fl oor had been 
cut clear through, for what reason I do 
not know, and why this didn’t happen 
sooner I do not know.”

Grevior Furniture Is Not 
Going Out Of Business

Thankfully, the weather was 
warming and the gas heat was off. 
“Had the gas been in use, there most 
likely would have been a fl ash fi re,” 
he said gratefully. “The Franklin Fire 
Department was incredible that day, 
truly remarkable.”

Grevior’s Furniture was shut down 
for eight weeks while repairs were made. 
The completely destroyed furniture 
was cleared out. Signs appeared on the 
storefront windows saying, “Disaster 
has struck. Everything must go.” 

Bob explains, “The anniversary stock 
bill has come due. This necessitates 
cash fl ow because there is not, as yet, 
an insurance settlement. So we have to 
liquidate our other inventory to cover 
it. Some people thought, looking at the 
signs, that we are going out of business. 
We are not.”

The outpouring of sentiment and 
support overwhelms Bob. “My wife 
Andrea, my son Jason, and I are very 
touched by the way the community has 
rallied to our side. It is gratifying to 
know that we enjoy the goodwill of our 
neighbors, friends, and customers. The 
sale is going okay. Grevior Furniture 
has made it through three fi res and two 
fl oods. Now we have survived the ceiling 
falling in. Last night we even made it 
through an earthquake. We hope to be 
around for many more years.” 

Country Pine Furniture

TownLine Outdoor Furniture

Route 11 & Pancake Rd (603) 735-5778 
Andover • Open 7 Days (800) 580-6824

Showroom Sale
FALL SALE! 15%-20% OFF

ALL TREATED  
FURNITURE IN STOCK

Check It Out!

MERZI Excavation
For all your earthwork needs

Free Estimates
Cell: 748-0327 • Office: 735-5334

Email: DMerziExcavation@yahoo.com

• Site Work
• Driveway Installation
• Demolition
• Retaining Walls

• Land Clearing & Tree Installation
• Land & Field Reclaiming
• Landscape Construction

• Drainage Work


