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By Jane Slayton
AE/MS Principal

In 2002, Bonnie Plants started the 
Third Grade Cabbage Program to 
inspire a love of vegetable gardening in 
young people. Each year, the company 
distributes more than a million free 
cabbage plants across the country and 
awards a $1,000 scholarship to one 
student in each state.  

AE/MS has been participating for 
three years. Last spring, all third grade 
students were given cabbage plants to 
bring home. The plan was to plant and 
nurture the cabbage all summer and 
bring back a photo in September. 

Many cabbages did not survive the 
summer. This year, AE/MS had only 
three cabbage entries when school 
started back up in the fall. However, 
they were an outstanding three entries! 

Ruth Anderson, Grace Delsignore, 

Ruth Anderson and her giant cabbage.

Bonnie Plants Encourages Young 
Cabbage Growers At AE/MS

and Jazlyn Perkins grew beautiful 
cabbages, photographed them, and 
entered the contest for the $1,000 
scholarship. Ruth Anderson and her 
cabbage were chosen to represent AE/
MS and have moved on to the next 
level of competition. State winners are 
announced in December.

Ruth, Grace, and Jazlyn were 
recognized for their green thumbs at a 
school assembly. Expectations are high 
for the 2012-2013 third grade classes at 
AE/MS; however, the girls have agreed 
to share their gardening tips.

Why a cabbage? It was the fi rst 
plant sold by Bonnie Plants in 1918. 
The cabbages are the OS Cross variety, 
which is known for producing giant, 
oversized heads, making the process 
even more exciting for third graders. 
Some students have grown cabbages 
weighing more than 50 pounds! 

Spirit of New Hampshire
AE/MS volunteer Gisela Darling was 
honored last month with a Spirit of 
New Hampshire award for over 20 
years of devotion and dedication.
Below: Gisela’s fan club at the 
Capitol Center for the Arts: Margo 
Coolidge, Gillian Smith, Duncan 
Coolidge, Gail Parenteau, Jennifer 
Bent, Jane Slayton, Kat Darling, and 
Steve Darling.
 Photo:s Gretchen Hildebrand

Volunteer fi refi ghter John Bridgmon shows the AE/MS students a vital 
piece of fi re and rescue equipment during the annual Fire Prevention Day.
 Photo: Gretchen Hildebrand

           Name:  __________________________

        Address:  __________________________

  __________________________

          Phone: __________________________

Quantity

 ______   24” Wreath, plain - $13.50

 ______   24” Wreath, decorated - $15.50

 ______ Total wreaths ordered      ______ Total amount due

I’ll pick up my order:  ___ during the school week.  

   ___ on Saturday, December 1, noon to 3 PM.

HOLIDAY WREATHS - 2012
Andover Elementary / Middle School PTO will be selling holiday wreaths. 

Profi ts will go toward decorating all the town buildings and K-8 fi eld trips.

If you would like to order a wreath, please fi ll out the form below and 
return it to the school before the Thanksgiving break. Wreaths can be picked 
up at the school on December 1 between the hours of noon and 3 PM. Or-
ders can also be picked up anytime during the school week of December 3.

All wreaths are double-faced with an outside diameter between 22 and 
25 inches. Decorated wreaths have red bows, holly berries, and pinecones.

Wreaths can be paid for when ordering or when you pick up. Checks can 
be written to Andover Elementary / Middle School.

If you have any questions, please call Jane Slayton at 735-5400.

7 AM to 4:30 PM Weekdays or by appointment
728 King Hill Road, New London – at Exit 11 off I-89 526-6267

LAURIDSEN AUTO BODY
Collision Specialists

Computerized 4-Wheel Alignment
Windshield & Auto Glass Installation


