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sidered. Individuals have various price 
tiers, depending upon their needs and 
the provider. For instance, Verizon may 
charge $50 for the fi rst gigabyte, but us-
ers typically need at least 12 gigabytes.

What are some of the broadband uses 
we might not be aware of? The expan-
sion of Interstate 93 from Manchester 
to Concord has incorporated fi ber-optic 
cable for Intelligent Transportation. The 
New Hampshire Department of Trans-
portation (DOT) will receive real-time 
traffi c speeds, and fl ashing signs will 
immediately warn motorists of traffi c 
delays and detours.

New Hampshire Safe Net plans to 
combine communications between 
DRED, DOT, police, National Guard, 
medical facilities, emergency respond-
ers, Fish and Game, fi re responders, 
public access TV (like Andover’s Cable 
Channel 8), and New Hampshire Pub-
lic TV (NHPTV) datacasting. Digital 
fi les, including video, pictures, voice, 

Broadband  from page 5 and text, will be transmitted to NHP-
TV, which can communicate directly as 
a hub with all involved. Hospitals and 
doctors can share patient information 
across state boundaries. Technological 
innovations and applications will only 
increase in the future.

Bottom line — if you have been un-
able to get Internet service (including e-
mail), stay tuned. Broadband is coming 
to you.

You will have to subscribe to a pro-
vider of your choice, but you will have 
access from the comfort of your home. 
In the meantime, the libraries and other 
Town buildings are available.

Years ago, Roger Godwin success-
fully negotiated with the original cable 
company franchise to wire all govern-
ment and educational facilities with 
coverage at no cost to Andover; that 
initial cable has been replaced with 
bundled fi ber-optic cable. Both librar-
ies offer free Wi-Fi, comfy chairs, and 
tables to use with your device, as well 
as computers for public use. 

By Victoria Mishcon
Board of Selectmen

Before the ground freezes and the 
snow fl ies is a good time to make sure 
your mailbox is placed correctly and is 
strong enough to withstand the snow 
pushed aside by the plows as they clear 
the roads. Although there are no exact 
specifi cations indicating where a mail-
box should be placed (our old New Eng-
land roads vary too much in width), a 
general rule of thumb is to place your 
mailbox suffi ciently out of the way so 
as to assure public safety and to facili-
tate snow removal.

For the benefi t of all, the town’s 
Mailbox Policy (adopted in August, 
2004) is printed below. Please review 
the policy and make sure your mailbox 
is ready for winter.

Policy of the Town of Andover: 
Mailboxes

“An individual may erect and place a 
receptacle of US Mail and motor or rural 
delivery of daily or weekly newspapers 
in accordance with the provisions of any 
applicable state or federal law but with-
out permission of the Selectmen. All 

Be Sure Your Mailbox Is 
Ready For Winter

such installations shall be suffi ciently off 
the traveled way so as to assure public 
safety and facilitate snow removal. De-
sign criteria of the US Postal Service 
shall be adhered to with respect to size 
and placement of mailboxes.

“The Town has no liability with re-
spect to loss or damage to mailboxes 
or newspaper receptacles placed in the 
right-of-way unless such loss or dam-
age to a mailbox is the result of inten-
tional or willful conduct, or gross negli-
gence on the part of Town employees or 
agents. For the Town to assume liability, 
the mailbox must display tangible phys-
ical evidence of having actually been 
struck by a snowplow, mower, or other 
town vehicle performing offi cial duties. 
Mailboxes that have been pushed over 
by snow or other causes but do not ex-
hibit the mark of a strike will be the sole 
responsibility of the property owner. If 
the town acknowledges a struck mail-
box, the town will, at the option of the 
mailbox owner, install a generic rural 
mailbox on a metal post or issue a check 
to the mailbox owner in the amount of 
$30.” 

By Jon Champagne
Andover Road Agent

This month was a busy month for 
the highway department. We made it 
through Hurricane Sandy with only 
minimal damage, thank God. However, 
the next week and a half we stayed busy 
with road work and cleaning ditches in 
preparation for winter. The rain washed 
a lot of leaves and debris into the catch 
basins and culverts, so we had to have 
some of them cleaned, as well.

We conducted another round of 
crushing up at the transfer station. We 
were able to replenish our stockpiles 

and prepare for making a different 
product next year. We prepared for the 
possibility of snow, and if it had come 
we would have been more than ready 
for it.

As fall continues I want to warn 
motorists to be on the watch for wild-
life. The fall hunting season will be 
past when this comes out, but a lot of 
people have been mentioning to me an 
increased number of animals on the 
roads. This is due in part to the time 
change and the changing of the seasons.

I hope that everyone is safe through 
the holidays. 

Road Agent Prepares For Winter

By Joanne Edgar
Trustee of Trust Funds

The job of the Trustees of Trust 
Funds is to maintain custody of the 
Town’s perpetual care funds, chari-
table trusts, private donations, and 
capital reserve/expendable trust funds. 
We facilitate the maintenance of these 
funds under the wishes of the donor or 
by law.

Our fi rst focus is to secure the 
funds from loss or theft; second, to 
maintain records and submit reports; 
and fi nally, to invest the funds in ac-
cordance with the law and our Town 
investment policy. Andover has three 
trustees: Alex Estin, Sarah White-
head (fi lling a vacancy until the next 
Town Meeting) and me, Joanne L. 
Edgar, CPA, currently serving as the 
chairperson.

There are several different types of 
trust funds held by us for the Town of 
Andover: capital reserve, cemetery, 
expendable, library, school, scholar-
ship, and private donations. Each of 
these has its own rules and regulations 
set by the trust document and/or by 
state law.

We invest these funds within the 
rules and regulations of each trust and 
following state law and our Town in-
vestment policy. In general, this boils 
down to the following:

Funds must be 100% collateral-
ized. This means that wherever the 
funds are held and invested, they are 
guaranteed and secured in the event 
of the institution’s failure. Our funds 
are currently held by RBS Citizens 
Bank Government Funds group, 
which covers the fi rst $250,000 un-
der FDIC. The remaining balance of 
funds is guaranteed by Bank of New 

Understanding Andover’s 
Trustees Of Trust Funds

York Mellon under a third-party cus-
todian agreement.

Investment of funds is limited by 
law to protect the principal investment 
against loss. Essentially, any investment 
vehicle which would guarantee the 
principal, such as money funds, CDs, 
Treasury bills, or state, city, and town 
municipal bonds are the investments 
that would qualify.

Earnings on investment vehicles 
which guarantee principal usually set 
their rates at the federal funds rate or 
the Treasury bill rate. In early 2008, 
these rates were 3.94% and 2.75% re-
spectively. However, by late 2008 these 
rates dropped to .16% and .03% and 
have remained this low ever since.

In September of 2012, the federal 
funds rate was .14% and the Treasury 
bill rate was .11%. Interest rates have 
been kept low in an effort to keep the 
economy moving. The theory is that 
low rates mean easier and more afford-
able fi nancing for such things as cars 
and homes, which in turn spurs more 
spending, which helps the economy. 
The negative impact of low rates is lack 
of earnings on savings. Rates are not 
expected to climb much before 2015.

So why reserve capital if we can’t 
earn any revenue? We still reserve capi-
tal each year for future projects in an 
effort to keep property tax rates from 
sharply rising in a year when an im-
provement is needed.

If you would like more information 
on the laws governing trust funds, visit 
DoJ.NH.gov/charitable-trusts/municipalities.
htm. For more information on the Federal 
Reserve, banking, and the economy, visit 
FederalReserve.gov. If you have any ques-
tions for me, please e-mail me at Joanne@
JEdgarCPA.com. 
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