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By Jane Slayton
AE/MS Principal

Twenty School Street is busy seven 
days a week now. It is a rare occasion 
that you will fi nd the parking lot empty. 
There are holiday concerts, bas-
ketball practices, school projects, 
and many meetings. Classrooms 
are fi lled with enthusiastic learn-
ers trying hard not to be distract-
ed by the holidays and the fun 
to be had during the upcoming 
vacation.

Some may not realize that we 
have learners of all ages at AE/
MS. It is no surprise that we have 
kindergarten through eighth 
grade students learning every 
day at AE/MS. But you may be 
surprised to know that older students also 
come to our school on a regular basis.

We are a popular choice for New 
England College students to come and 
immerse themselves in K-8 learning 
and decide whether becoming an edu-
cator is an option they want to explore 
further as they begin their college pro-

AE/MS Busy With Special 
Activities Seven Days A Week

Also on hand for the Veterans Day ceremony 
were veterans Mike Dauer, Roger Cham-
pagne, and Edward Fish.

Veterans Day and the all-school ceremony for local veterans is always an 
important day at AE/MS. Noah Berry, Jeramiah Proulx, Alisha Smart, and 
Jacqui Morris were on hand to serve refreshments to the veterans after the 
ceremony.  Photos: Charlie Darling

gram. AE/MS is also a frequent choice 
for college students at the other end of 
their course of studies, when it is time 
for student teaching. Interns and stu-
dent teachers from New England Col-

lege, Colby-Sawyer College, Plymouth 
State University, and the Upper Valley 
Educators Institute all further their edu-
cation at AE/MS.

Most years there is also a gradu-
ate course offered onsite at AE/MS, in 
which most of our teachers enroll. There 
is a course currently being offered 
through New England College starting 
in January, and it will run through the 
spring. It is titled “Collaborative Action 
Research: 21st Century Teaching and 
Learning Practices.” Community mem-
bers looking for an excellent graduate 
course are welcome to join us. Contact 
me for the registration paperwork.

I love the fact that we have this op-
portunity in our building, as it is impor-
tant for our younger students to see that 
learning is a lifelong process.
Celebrations

Grandparents Thanksgiving and 
Veterans Day were two school-wide 
events in November that brought the 
community into the school. Both events 
were well attended, and photos can be 
seen on the new Beacon Web site at An-
doverBeacon.com and on our new school 
Web site at AEMSeagles.org.

Seventh and eighth grade basketball 
teams started practicing before Thanks-
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By Jane Slayton
AE/MS Principal

Fourth, eighth, and eleventh grade 
students in New Hampshire are 
administered a science test every spring. 
The fourth and eighth grade students 
at AE/MS participate in the testing, 
as do the eleventh grade students from 
Andover who attend Merrimack Valley 
High School.

Results of the New England Common 
Assessment Program (NECAP) Science 
Tests were released this fall. NECAP is 
a collaborative involving three states: 
New Hampshire, Vermont, and Rhode 
Island. NECAP science results are used 
primarily for program evaluation, school 
improvement, and public reporting. 
Achievement level results are used in 
the state accountability system required 
under No Child Left Behind (NCLB).

The science assessment is designed 
to measure what students know and 
are able to do in the areas of Earth and 
Space Science, Physical Science, Life 
Science, and Inquiry.

Fifty-three percent of New 
Hampshire students scored profi cient 
or better in science at grade four. At 
AE/MS, 61% of the students scored 
profi cient or better. In grade eight, 32% 
of New Hampshire students scored 
profi cient or better, and at AE/MS, 
53% of the eighth grade students scored 
profi cient or better.

Andover and the rest of New 
Hampshire now have several years 
of results that will help with decision 
making when it comes to improvement 
of the science curriculum and 
instruction.

Andover teachers of science remain 
confi dent that the Andover science 
curriculum is comprehensive in scope 
and delivers solid instruction. The AE/
MS science curriculum is continually 
reviewed at the local level. School 
administration is very pleased with the 
science education the students receive at 

State Science Tests Show AE/MS 
Out-Performs Statewide Averages

AE/MS. Science is reportedly a favorite 
subject of many Andover students.

It is important to note that the 
NECAP is only one measure of 
academic progress, and a single annual 
assessment is not a suffi cient way of 
measuring overall student success.

Overall the Andover Elementary/
Middle School faculty and 
administration have confi dence in 
the structure and rigor of the science 
curriculum and regularly receive 
positive feedback from the high schools 
that receive Andover students.

Those not familiar with the Science 
NECAP might fi nd it interesting to read 
an inquiry task for fourth and eighth grade 
students. The inquiry tasks are designed 
to measure a student’s ability to make 
connections, express ideas, and provide 
evidence of scientifi c thinking. Inquiry 
skills are skills that all students should 
have in addition to knowing the content 
from the three domains of science.

The Grade 4 inquiry task, Conductors 
and Insulators, required students to 
investigate the electrical conductivity 
of various materials. Using a circuit 
tester, students determined if each 
material conducted electricity. Students 
analyzed the results to determine which 
materials were conductors and which 
materials were insulators. Students 
worked with partners to complete the 
task and then answered questions on 
their own.

The Grade 8 inquiry task, Ocean 
Currents, required students to use data 
to construct conclusions about how heat 
can be transferred. Students analyzed 
ocean temperature and air temperature 
data to describe patterns and 
relationships shown by each. Students 
used the data to determine why there 
is a signifi cant ocean temperature 
difference between two locations – 
Crescent City, California and Woods 
Hole, Massachusetts – located at the 
same latitude. 


