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 New Snow Removal 
Ordinances In Eff ect 

Plowing across public 
roads is banned
By Carly Strathdee, Beacon intern

At the end of the year, the Board of 
Selectmen adopted a new winter main-
tenance policy and three ordinances 
to help clarify public responsibilities, 
improve resident and personnel safety, 
and prevent damage to snow removal 
equipment.

The fi rst ordinance states that resi-
dents may not shovel, snow blow, or 
plow snow into or across public roads. 
The second ordinance states that no ve-
hicle may be parked in the Town’s right-
of-way from the beginning of a storm to 
48 hours after the storm has ended. Dur-
ing this time, the Town holds the right 

to tow inappropriately parked vehicles 
at the owner’s expense. The Town is not 
responsible for any damages sustained 
by the vehicle when illegally parked.

The third ordinance states that the 
Town will not be liable for damage by 
snow removal equipment to any objects 
placed within the Town right-of-way. 
(The Town right-of-way extends approx-
imately 15 feet in each direction from the 
center of the road.) Mail boxes, fences, 
stonewalls, lawns, or any other items 
should be placed outside of this zone to 
avoid damage from snowplow wings.

Violation of any of these ordinances 
may result in a fi ne of up to $100 per 
incident.

You can read the entire policy and 
the ordinances at Bit.ly/UPZjGC. 

November 2012 Tied For 
Second Driest Month In 32 Years 

Not even close to the dri-
est month: February ’89
By Bill Bardsley, for the Beacon

Remember November – way back in 
2012, half a winter ago? It was a sun-
ny, dry month, so dry that it tied Au-
gust, 1996 as the second driest month 
in Andover since 1981.* (That’s when I 
began keeping precipitation records.)

* Like some recent baseball records, 
this one needs an asterisk. I had a sub-
stitute weather watcher last February 
who didn’t record precipitation. I know 
the snowfall was minimal, but I don’t 
know about rain. Maybe we had an-
other month for the record books? Does 
any Beacon reader have this data?

The November 2012 total was 0.46 
inches, which came as two inches of 
snow and a little light rain on the eighth; 
light rain on the morning of the thir-
teenth; and a quarter inch of snow on 
the thirtieth. Average November precip-
itation since ’81 had been 4.55 inches.

The August 1996 total was 0.48 

inches, but, like the political polls with 
their margins of error, my readings can 
be a little off because the rain gauge 
isn’t that precise on hundredths of an 
inch, so I call that a tie.

The driest month in those 32 years was 
February of 1989, with just 0.08 inches 
precipitation, which came as one inch of 
light snow on the morning of the eighth. 
There have been fi ve other months with 
less than one inch precipitation, but none 
of these were under 0.80 inches.

On the other side of the ledger, the 
biggest rainfall was in October of 2005, 
at about 17 inches. Here my reading is 
not precise because I was away during 
the great Columbus Day fl ood, and my 
six-inch rain gauge overfl owed.

Another statistic for those thinking 
of global warming and its effects: It 
was only in the fi fteenth year of my re-
cord keeping that any month produced 
as much as nine inches of precipitation 
(that was 9.72 inches in October, 1995). 
In the 17 years since, there have been 
eight more nine-plus inch months. 

School District Meeting and Town Meeting are com-
ing up in March. Please send a letter to the Bea-

con expressing your thoughts on the budgets, the war-
rant articles, our local election, or other local matters. 
Our readers want and need to hear your voice!

The mission of The Andover Beacon is to serve and strengthen the Andover community. 
To that end, we welcome civil, reasoned letters addressing specifi cally local issues, events, 
and developments. Submissions must not be critical of another’s religion; blasphemous; 
obscene; hateful; legally objectionable; or commercial in nature. The Beacon reserves the 
right to edit or not publish submissions it deems inappropriate for any reason.

AFFORDABLE

41 Main Street
New London NH 03257

603-526-2955
www.lakesunapee.net

angeli@tds.net

FANTASTIC 
GARRISON!

Spacious home with barn, 
brook, screened porch, 

and deck!

Salisbury
$265,000

HOUSE WITH 
ADDITIONAL 

LOT!
Great 3 bedroom cape. 

Walk out lower level, porch, 
and more!

Newbury
$191,000

JEAN-PAUL RABBATH, DMD, FAGD, PLLC
Fellow Academy of General Dentistry

NH AGD Delegate & Membership Chair
Member AGD, ADA, CDA, NHDS, MDS

Restorative, Preventive & Implant Dentistry
Cosmetic (Veneers, Whitening & More)
Invisalign (Clear Alternative to Braces)
Dental Surgery (Extractions)
Gum Therapy
Immediate Full & Partial Dentures
Same Day Emergencies

603-286-8618

Dentist also speaks  & !

(Laser)

M
Master

Diane FowlerDiane Fowler
10 Lawrence St. 735-5114 Fax 735-6141

MacKENNA’S
R E S TAU R A N T

New London Shopping Center
526-9511

Monday - Tuesday: 7 AM to 2:30 PM

Wednesday - Saturday: 7 AM to 8 PM

Sunday: 8 AM to 2 PM


