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Our AE/MS 2013 Spelling Bee Champion is eighth grader Annika Johnson. 
Annika has qualifi ed every year she was eligible. Her championship word 
was extant. Extant is pronounced EK-stant and is defi ned as “currently 
or actually in existence.” This year’s runner up and alternate was seventh 
grader Luke Weber. Annika will now participate in the state spelling bee in 
Concord on March 2. Good luck, Annika! Caption: Amanda Lauster. 
 Photo: Jane Slayton

On January 11, 36 AE/MS students in grades four through eight partici-
pated in the school-level 2013 Scripps Spelling Bee. This year’s bee was 
full of challenging words such as whiskery, provincial, and subsequent. A 
previous champion, Noah Berry, was given the word sporadic. Ever the co-
median, he spelled it as B-A-N-G, leaving the competition with a bang! 

Participants in the AE/MS spelling bee: Back: Jacqui Morris, Logan Farley, 
Maya Haynes, Kaitlyn French, Matt Braley, Keygan Sweeney, Annika John-
son, Savannah Pease, Alexis Cate, Ben Proulx, Noah Berry, Kevin Barry. 

Middle: Madisyn Brayshaw, Brianna Tilton, Jack Newton, Tori Braley, 
Grace DelSignore, Garrett Munson, Riley Keezer, Hunter Hawks, Nelson 
Makechnie, Britta Johnson. 

Front: Hunter Bonk, Curtis Chamberlin, Carl Hubbard, Luke Weber, Myles 
Powers, Cope Makechnie, DJ Rankins, Alex Sargent, Betsy Abrahamson, 
Jared Duquette, Katelyn Barton, Aarionne McMahon, Aura Howe. Caption: 
Amanda Lauster.  Photo: Jane Slayton

AE/MS News: 
January 2013

By Jane Slayton
AE/MS Principal

We love January and February. We 
return from Christmas vacation and 
enjoy the long, uninterrupted (mostly) 
stretch of academically productive 
weeks leading up to February vacation.

We have an ideal situation at AE/
MS. Our students work hard all week 
and then thoroughly enjoy winter rec-
reation options on Friday afternoons. 
We are fortunate that our community 
makes these options available to our 
students every year.

The outdoor ice rink is getting a lot 
of use. It is fun to see families skating 
on weekends, and most every evening 
there is an informal hockey game in 
progress. I do have the opportunity to 
see all the hours involved with the up-
keep and have a huge appreciation for 
the tireless effort of these volunteers.

School is in session on Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Day. Tolerance and civil 
rights are taught through classroom 
activities. There are many excellent 
children’s literature options available. 
Many classes choose to write and have 
class discussions.

We are very appreciative of the 
$10,000 donation given to AE/MS by 
Proctor Academy. This donation will 
enable us to replace the computers in 
our lab. They have served us well since 
2006, but technology changes quickly, 
and our students will be able to accom-
plish so much more with new comput-
ers. The current computers will retire to 
classrooms.

Our playground funds continue to 
grow! A generous donation of $5,000 
was received in December. We now 
have approximately $9,000. Collecting 
and redeeming Box Tops for Education 
has contributed over $2,000 to our ef-
forts. Keep those Box Tops for Educa-
tion coming in!

AE/MS has a new Web site. Please 
check it out at AEMSeagles.org.

Teachers continue their curriculum 
work, transitioning toward the Common 
Core State Standards. The standards 
clearly communicate what is expected 
of students at each grade level. This will 
allow our teachers to be better equipped 
to know exactly what they need to help 
students learn and establish individual-
ized benchmarks for them.

The Common Core State Standards 
focus on core conceptual understand-
ings and procedures starting in the ear-
ly grades, thus enabling teachers to take 
the time needed to teach core concepts 
and procedures well, and to give stu-
dents the opportunity to master them. 
The standards are designed to provide 
and add rigor and relevance to the skills 

See News  on page 39

Pediatricians specialize in caring for children and their 
unique health issues. LRGHealthcare has the right 
doctors to help keep your growing family healthy.

COLD WEATHER IS HERE!
SUBS - CHOWDERS - CHILI - HOT ENTREES

BREAKFAST SANDWICHES - DONUTS - MUFFINS
Warm up with Green Mtn. Coffee.

Short on time? Call ahead!
Best cigarette prices in town!
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