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Half of the AE/MS sixth-grade science class prepares to launch their air-pow-
ered homemade rockets.  Photo: Ryan Murphy

AE/MS Students Launch 
Air-Powered Rockets 

Next up: the outer planets 
and beyond
By Ryan Murphy
AE/MS Science Teacher

Middle school students took advan-
tage of relatively mild January tempera-
tures to launch their homemade rockets. 
The rockets were constructed at home 
using recycled soda bottles as the fuel 
tank. Cardboard, paint, duct tape, and 
other materials were used to create the 
fi ns and the nosecone, which held some 

type of payload.
Students were instructed to limit the 

weight and drag and increase the thrust 
and lift. Students also learned to use a cli-
nometer to determine the height of fl ight.

The rockets were placed on a launch 
pad outdoors, fi lled with water and air 
to 120 pounds per square inch, and 
launched high into the air. Many of the 
rockets were blown off course and end-
ed up the woods next to the school.

Next, we are learning about the outer 
planets and beyond. 

AE/MS kindergarten teacher Laura Witt and her assistant Cathy Fadden 
celebrated the Wild, Wild, West with their afternoon kindergarten students 
on January 10. Students spent the entire week learning about the letter W. 
(For a photo of the morning kindergarten class, see page 7.) 
 Photo: Heidi Unger

AE/MS Drama Club To 
Present Alice in Wonderland 

Looking for help 
from the community
Press release

The Andover Players, members 
of the Andover Elementary/Middle 
School Drama Club, will perform Alice 
in Wonderland at the school on Thurs-
day and Friday, March 28 and 29, and 
the involvement of the greater commu-
nity is anticipated.

Led by English teachers Sarah Ed-
munds and Molly Kidane, students in 
grades fi ve through eight have been 
preparing since they auditioned in late 
October. While student progress has 
been exceptional, program leaders said, 
“community involvement through do-
nation of funds, time, building supplies, 
stage furnishings, and various props 
will be enthusiastically welcomed.”

“The Andover Players is an after-
school program devoted to building a 
love of all aspects of the theater,” said 
Sarah. “Students have the opportunity 
to study acting as well as lighting and 
set design, costuming, and scenic paint-
ing. We want them to understand that 
theater is a collaborative art. We all 
have to work together to create some-
thing wonderful.”

Eighth grade student Jared Duquette, 
the production stage manager, said the 
play is going great. “It is a fun after-
school activity that includes games and 
learning. The show is going to be pretty 
good. Everyone should come,” he said.

The students are rehearsing at least 
three days each week. They have al-
ready committed Act I to memory, and 
they are working on the blocking and 
memorization of Act II. “The students 
are putting forth great effort, and it’s en-
couraging to witness the can-do spirit 
with which they address challenges,” 
said Sarah.

The Andover Players request that 
those seeking to support the program do 
so by contacting Sarah at SEdmunds@
AEMSeagles.org. If you have any of the 
following items, or if you would like to 
donate monetarily, your efforts will be 
greatly appreciated.

Principal items might include: build-
ing supplies (2x4s, strapping, screws, 4×8 
sheets of luan, plywood, paint), a throne, 
pots and pans, a stuffed pig (medium 
size), crowns for a king and queen, large 
pepper mill, slide whistle, short garden 
fences (white), small tables, matching 
dining room chairs, fancy table cloths, 

Youth Lacrosse 
Coming In Spring of 2013 

By Katherine Stearns, for the Beacon
Lacrosse is the fastest growing sport 

in the USA! Boys and girls play this 
sport, primarily with a stick and a ball. 
It is usually played in the spring, like 
softball or baseball.

Boys lacrosse is a contact sport, es-
pecially at the older ages. Girls lacrosse 
is a non-contact sport. There are many 
youth sports organizations in New 
Hampshire that sponsor youth lacrosse.

If you are an Andover girl in grades 
5, 6, 7, or 8 and are interested in girls 
lacrosse, you are invited to participate 
in a girls lacrosse clinic at Merrimack 
Valley High School on Saturday, Febru-
ary 2.

Learn, Love, Live Lacrosse is a clin-
ic for girls in grades 5 through 8. It is on 
Saturday, February 2, from 1 PM to 4 

PM at Merrimack Valley High School. 
Whether you have experience or no 
experience, come learn about girls la-
crosse!

Cost is $13 for the three hours. Each 
participant will receive a Learn, Love, 
Live Lacrosse t-shirt. For more infor-
mation, e-mail MVHSGirlsLacrosse@
gmail.com.
Blue Storm

The Merrimack Valley Blue Storm 
is a youth organization that sponsors la-
crosse (as well as soccer and football). 
In February 2013, Blue Storm will offer 
sign-ups for youth lacrosse. Blue Storm 
will be offering a girls U-15 and U-13 
team, and the season is from mid-April 
until June 2013. For more information, 
visit Facebook.com/BlueStormSports.

 

See Alice  on page 39


