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An unfortunate recent incident at 
our shop resulted in the need to 

contact the Andover Police Depart-
ment for assistance. Offi cer Dan Shaw 
responded immediately. He provided a 
thorough investigation and kept us up to 
date on its progress. 

His interactions with us – and with 
the individuals involved – were thought-
ful and compassionate. In addition, he 
assisted us in updating security features 
at the shop. We feel very grateful to 

have such quality law enforcement re-
sources available.

Thank you, Offi cer Shaw!

Linda S. Barnes
Antiques and Artisans Too

Letters

The mission of The Andover Beacon is to serve and strengthen the Andover community. 
To that end, we welcome civil, reasoned letters addressing specifi cally local issues, events, 
and developments. Submissions must not be critical of another’s religion; blasphemous; 
obscene; hateful; legally objectionable; or commercial in nature. The Beacon reserves the 
right to edit or not publish submissions it deems inappropriate for any reason.

Opinions on specifi c warrant 
articles appear this month in 

the Issues at Town Meeting (page 
10) and Issues at School District 
Meeting (page 13) sections.

A Huge Thank You To APD Offi cer Dan Shaw

Flu Vaccines: Know the Facts 
By Laura Condon, New Hampshire 
Director of Advocacy for National 
Vaccine Information Center

The fl u reports have been non-stop 
this season. You can’t miss them on 
the radio, on the TV, or even in The 
Andover Beacon. Last month there was 
an update on fl u count for all schools 
within the district. It seems that diag-
nosed fl u cases in local schools are few 
or non-existent. That’s great news.

There was additional advice from 
New Hampshire Department of Health 
and Human Services (DHHS) promot-
ing the fl u shot. At that time it was re-
ported that there were 14 “infl uenza-
related” deaths. The public should be 
aware that the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) and DHHS 
utilize a calculated average of pneu-
monia deaths as “infl uenza-related” 
deaths, even if the individual never had 
the fl u. Unfortunately, this misrepre-
sents the risk that fl u presents.

Death from various causes can be 
found at the CDC National Vital Sta-
tistics Reports. The 2011 preliminary 
reports indicate that in the US, 52,136 
died of pneumonia, but only 1,532 died 
from infl uenza. DHHS’s report that an 
average of 25,000 people die each year 
due to infl uenza is not an accurate rep-
resentation of the facts.

It has often been reported that vac-
cination is the best and/or most impor-
tant step to take to prevent the fl u. How-
ever, there has been no scientifi c study 
comparing vaccination to the many 
other healthful and safe measures an 
individual can take to prevent fl u and 
promote wellness. A healthy lifestyle, a 

nutritious diet, plenty of water, exercise 
in the sunshine, suffi cient sleep, stress 
reduction, hand washing with soap, and 
staying away from sick people are all 
proven, safe, and effective measures 
to prevent not only the fl u but other ill-
nesses as well.

For those who wish to consider in-
fl uenza vaccination, it is important to 
consider the value and the risks of this 
medical procedure. While fl u shots are 
given out like candy everywhere you 
turn, the public should be aware that 
vaccines are no assurance of protection 
and are associated with risks to health 
from side effects. The decision to vacci-
nate or not is a serious medical decision.

While it is required that every pa-
tient be provided with a Vaccine Infor-
mation Sheet (VIS), that information is 
limited and condensed. Every vaccina-
tor should also have available for you 
the prescribing information provided 
by the manufacturer. It would be good 
to ask for that information and then go 
home and read it and consider if you 
have further questions before consent-
ing to vaccination.

You may consider these resources as 
well:

• National Vaccine Information Cen-
ter

• Centers for Disease Control
We all play a role in preventing the 

spread of illness by keeping ourselves 
healthy and strong, be it by healthy life-
style practices or vaccination. The im-
portant thing is to ask questions so you 
can make the best decision for yourself. 
Get the facts. It’s your body. It’s your 
health. 

Serta queen mattress,: box spring,  
frame. 17 years old. 10' electric base-
board heater, remote thermostat, 
240v. Either or both, free. 735-6090.

16 hardcover books by Gladys 
Tabor: Stories of her country home 
“Still Meadow” in Connecticut and 
“Still Cove” on Cape Cod. Individual 
copies $4 each. Collection of 16, 
$50. Call 735-5217. 

3 HP94 Black Ink Cartridges: $10 
each, or all 3 for $25. Reach me at 
BigBobby@tds.net.

Thistle Pottery From Scotland: 
Serving dishes, salt and pepper, 
cream and sugar, vases, tea and 
coffee pots, and pitchers (large and 
small). Too many pieces to list. Call 
for prices: 735-5217. 

3-Drawer Tool Box: fi lled with plumb-
er’s tools and fi ttings, $70. Right-
Angle Drill: 14.4 volt, cordless, ex-
tra battery and charger, $50. Hedge 
Trimmer: 24″, $25. 735-5992.

New Werner extension lad-
der: 24′, heavy duty, 300-pound 
load. $80. Bullseye bow: By AIM, 
35-pound. Includes 35 target arrows. 

$40. Christmas Victorian village: 
12 lighted buildings, 23 fi gurines, 22 
trees, 2 rock walls, a bridge, and a 
pond. $75. 768-5783.

Bow hunting: Hoyt Vectrix 500 com-
pound bow, all set with fi ber-optic 
sight. Carbon arrows with soft stor-
age case, plus lots more. $500 (fi rm). 
Snowmobile gear: Full face helmet, 
HJC brand, size XXXL, 8 1/4. Bib pants, 
Choko extreme, XXL. Jacket, Choko 
trail breaker, XXL. Color is black on all. 
$200 for all. Call or text 748-4172 or 
email SuzRaymond@netzero.com

Miller Furnace: for mobile home 
$200. Assorted Chains: $30 and 
less. Toilet: $50. Building Jack: 
$20. 526-2262.

Whirlpool Clothes Dryer: Excellent 
condition, $120. 735-5144 

If you have stuff that’s “too good to throw away,” let Andover’s Yankee Trader (AYT) help 
you fi nd it a new home. AYT is for individuals or businesses to give away (or sell) stuff they 
no longer need (not stuff they bought to re-sell). Up to 30 words is free for Andover residents 
and Beacon subscribers; $5 for others. Add a photo for $5. If you’d like to show your ap-
preciation when AYT works for you, an extra (tax deductible) donation would be appreciated!

To be included in next month’s AYT, get your 30 words and optional photo to the Beacon 
by the 15th.  Ads@AndoverBeacon.com • PO Box 149, Andover 03216 • 735-6099

Andover’s

Yankee Trader

Lois Fierro’s name was mis-
spelled in the list of artists from 

the 1970s that appeared in the Decem-
ber/January article about the Creative Arts Association of Andover. We regret the 
error. 

Correction

 526-4475                                        open daily 9:30-5:30
 visa/mc/amex                                             sundays 11-4

 new london shopping center
 new london, new hampshire 03257

 www.serendipityofnewlondon.com • Find us on Facebook

 room decor          clothing

 jewelry          accessories

 we’re exploding we’re exploding
 with pink, aqua, yellow, with pink, aqua, yellow,

 green, peach, purple... green, peach, purple...

 G o t   t h e   w i n t e r   b l u e s . . .

7 AM to 4:30 PM Weekdays or by appointment
728 King Hill Road, New London – at Exit 11 off I-89 526-6267

LAURIDSEN AUTO BODY
Collision Specialists

Computerized 4-Wheel Alignment
Windshield & Auto Glass Installation


