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By Charlie Darling, Beacon staff
This month, voters in Andover are 

called upon to make important deci-
sions that will set our taxes and guide 
our town for the coming year. We’ll elect 
over a dozen of our neighbors to posi-
tions in Town and School District gov-
erning bodies, and we’ll close the books 
on 2012 with the annual Town Report.

This month’s Beacon coverage of 
this very important season includes:

• A summary of the budgets we’ll 
vote on at School District Meeting and 
Town Meeting – Page 1.

• A facsimile of the ballots for Town 
and School District voting – Page 7.

• Profi les of many of the local candi-
dates for offi ce – Page 8.

• Discussion of issues that will ap-
pear on the Town Warrant – Page 10.

• The Town Warrant we’ll vote on at 
Town Meeting, annotated to make the 
offi cial language easier to understand – 
Page 11.

• Discussion of issues that will ap-
pear on the School District Warrant – 
Page 13.

• The School District Warrant we’ll 
vote on at School District Meeting, an-
notated to make the offi cial language 
easier to understand – Page 14.

• Reports on 2012 from many of the 

organizations that serve our communi-
ty, rounding out the annual “snapshot” 
of Andover that appears in the 2012 
Town Report – Page 25.
Important Dates

Here are the dates you need to keep 
in mind in order to participate fully in 
this important time of year:

Saturday, March 2 – Supervisor 
of the Checklist available to correct the 
checklist and register new voters, Town 
Hall, 11 to 11:30 AM.

Monday, March 4 – Andover 
School District Meeting, AE/MS Gym, 
7 PM.

Monday, March 4 – Andover Vil-
lage District Annual Meeting, Andover 
Town Hall, 7 PM.

Tuesday, March 12 – Voting, AE/
MS Gym, 11:00 AM to 7 PM.

Tuesday, March 12 – Andover 
Town Meeting, AE/MS Gym, 7 PM.

Tuesday, March 19 – East Andover 
Fire Precinct Annual Meeting, East 
Andover Fire Station, 7:30 PM.

Wednesday, March 20 – Andover 
Fire District Annual Meeting, Andover 
Fire Station, 7:30 PM.

For more info, contact the Town Of-
fi ce at 735-5332 or TAdmin@TownOfAn-
dover.org. 
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Mario Ratzki Reports from 
Concord: February 2013 

The main event in Concord this 
week (February 11 to 17) was the un-
veiling of Governor Hassan's budget for 
fi scal years 2014-2015. I have a copy of 
the budget summary and would be glad 
to lend it to anyone interested.

In this budget, the governor will 
make some assumptions about rev-
enues; for instance, a raise in the ciga-
rette tax and a windfall from a new 
casino. The budget is then forwarded 
to the Ways and Means Committee 
in the House, where committee mem-
bers cannot make these assumptions 
because they do not know whether the 
bills (cigarette tax increases, casino 
revenues) will pass the House and the 
Senate. So the governor's budget at this 
point is a "wish list," an approximation 
of the fi nal product.

Nevertheless, some general high-
lights:

• Full restoration of funds for com-
munity colleges

• Partial restoration of funds to the 
university system

• Increases in psychiatric beds
• Partial restoration of children’s pro-

grams
• Expansion of Medicaid ($2.5 billion 

of federal funds)
• Full funding of $1.9 billion in aid to 

local schools
• Doubling the research and devel-

opment (R&D) tax credit for busi-
nesses

• $19 million for career and education 
centers

• $18 million in additional charter 
school funding

• $46 million in building aid for 
schools

• $45 million in catastrophic aid for 
schools

• Hiring of 10 new state troopers
• Three new attorneys for the Attor-

ney General’s offi ce
These are just some of the highlights. 

Keep in mind that these numbers refl ect 
the full funding amount, including new 
increases in some cases.

So now the real fun begins: a moun-
tain of bills to consider. House bills go 
to the Senate, and Senate bills to the 
House in what is aptly called "cross-
over."

On a lighter note, I would add that 
the atmosphere in the House is still 
congenial, although we killed the "right 
to work" bill in a pretty much partisan 
vote. I believe eight Republicans joined 
Democrats in doing so, but it would 
have been higher than that if the bill had 
had any chance of passing. Politics!

Coming soon: casino bills and road 
toll/gas tax bills. I will keep you posted.

I am always available at 735-5440, or 
e-mail me at MarioRatzki@gmail.com.

My next monthly meeting will be in 
Danbury on Thursday, March 28, hope-
fully with Senator Forrester and Repre-
sentative Karrick. If you plan to attend, 
contact me for confi rmation. 

WE HAVE THE FUEL TO DRIVE YOUR BUSINESS!

5-Year Fixed-Rate  
Commercial Term Loans  2.99%Just

www.lakesunbank.com

LEADERSHIP LENDING PROGRAM
Our fixed-rate loan program is designed to help drive business 
growth. Lock in your commercial loan today. For more information 
on this, or any of our commercial loans stop in, call 800-281-5772, 
or click on to www.lakesunbank.com for more details. 

ASK US ABOUT OUR GREAT COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE RATES TOO!

* Certain restrictions apply. Program financing is not available for investment real estate, Lake Sunapee Bank loan refinancing (including  
The Nashua Bank division), and certain hospitality loans. Certain other restrictions may apply see a lender for specific information. These  
low-interest loans come with no bank fees, and we will pay ordinary and customary third-party fees up to 1% of the loan  
amount. If the loan is paid off prior to the fifth anniversary, any third-party fees paid by the bank must be reimbursed. Member FDIC

No down payment on loans up to $75,000    No bank fees    We’ll pay your closing costs
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March 12, 7 PM
Voting 11 AM to 7 PM

Andover Elementary/Middle School
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March 4, 7 PM
Andover Elementary/Middle School
PO Box 61 • Andover NH 03216 • 603 735-5332

VOTE
AE/MS Mar 12

TOWN MATTERS!
The Beacon needs help with reporting 

about town news. 735-6099


