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By Tim Frost, for the Beacon
Once again, refl ecting back to the ear-

lier days of my family insurance agency, 
I refer to the days of the billboards beside 
the highways. As a kid in the late ’40s, a 
large 12′ x 14′ sign sat on the side of the 
road on Cemetery Corner here in East 
Andover. Back then, the corner was re-
ferred to as Dead Man’s Corner, Swamp 
Curve, and/or Cemetery Corner. 

My dad, Atherton W. Frost, erected 
the sign sometime in the ’30s. He rented 
the space from the landowner for two 
dollars a year. The sign said,  “Lose a 
minute, Save a life. AW Frost Agency, 
Franklin, NH, Phone # 280.”

Travelers coming east used this sign 
as a landmark when giving or getting 
driving instructions. When they saw 
the sign, they knew they were in East 
Andover on Highland Lake. 

The corner claimed many victims. 
Vehicles often didn’t make the curve and 
ended up either in the swamp on one side 
or the swamp on the other side. When 
they called for help, they would refer to 
the sign, and whoever was coming to 

their aid knew exactly where they were.
One time around Halloween, some 

young “gents” tore the sign down and 
put it into the swamp. The area police 
found the culprits, and they (and their 
parents) were instructed by the judge to 
repair the sign, repaint it, and put it back 
up where it belonged. (The judge hap-
pened to be a good friend of AW, who 
had taught the judge how to fl y fi sh.)

In the early ’60s, the property upon 
which the sign stood was sold to a per-
son from Long Island. The new owner 
promptly instructed Mrs. Frost (my 
mom) to take the sign down. He said, 
“I didn’t move up here to look at a bill-
board.” So the sign was taken down. 

Many locals became upset about 
this, and they boycotted the little din-
er that the new owner had opened just 
down the road. A picture of the sign 
was in the local and state newspapers 
telling the story. But I guess that was 
what is known as “progress.” Many 
of the locals told the new owner he 
should perhaps move back to New 
York. 
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anticipate bringing back the memories 
of yesteryear with dance card parties 
and other activities that were associated 
with the community house in the past.

Congratulations go to Mr. and Mrs. 
George Finnie on the birth of a daughter at 
Franklin Hospital last week. The Finnies 
live in the former Charles Putney home.

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Cloutier and 
family of Franklin have moved into 
their trailer on the Flaghole Road.

Congratulations go to Mr. and Mrs. 
Richard Day on the birth of a son at the 
New London Hospital on Monday. This 
is their third son. Mr. Day is a teacher at 
Andover High School, and they live in 
the house by Bryant Adams.

Mrs. Donald Crisp, Chairman of 
the March of Dimes for Andover, an-
nounced that $126 was collected. Those 
helping Mrs. Crisp were Mrs. Gertrude 
Brouthers and Miss Betty Bassett for 
East Andover, Mrs. Leo Carpenter and 
Mrs. Margaret Fenton for the Plains and 
Salisbury Road, Mrs. Reba Powers and 
Mrs. Lorna Johnson for Potter Place, 
and Mrs. Dolly Smith and Mrs. Vir-
ginia Hutchinson for Andover. Many 
thanks go to all those who helped make 
the Dime March a success.
March 28, 1963

Many Andover residents were 
shocked yesterday to learn from a bul-
letin posted at the Franklin and Tilton 
plants of JP Stevens and Co that a sis-
ter plant, the Stevens Marland plant in 
Andover, Massachusetts, will cease op-
erations shortly “due to economic and 
competitive conditions particularly due 
to the unfair and burdensome competi-
tion from low-cost foreign imports. It 

has become necessary to discontinue 
the operation of the Andover, Massa-
chusetts plant after the work in process 
has been running out and operations 
of that plant will be discontinued. The 
company defi nitely plans to continue 
the operations of the Franklin plant. 
This decision is unavoidable in view of 
the losses which the Marland plant has 
sustained over the last several years due 
to the disastrous effect of imports from 
low-wage countries.”

The golden anniversary of Mr. and 
Mrs. Herbert L Young was observed 
with an open house Saturday, March 
23, from 7 to 10 PM in the East Andover 
library by their four children and fami-
lies. Over 150 relatives and friends at-
tended the celebration and numerous 
greetings and gifts were received.

Steele and Twila Henderson, chil-
dren of Mr. and Mrs. Roger Hender-
son; Forest Burney, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Burney; Joan Barnes, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Barnes; Tina, 
Twila, and Gary Currier, children of 
Mrs. Carolyn Currier; and Heather 
Keyser, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Clar-
ence Keyser, were on the Uncle Gus 
TV show March 18.

Little Steele Henderson celebrat-
ed his third birthday at a party in his 
home given by his mother, Mrs. Roger 
Henderson. Steele opened many gifts. 
Refreshments of cake, ice cream, and 
punch were served.

Cheryl Fenton, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Dennis Fenton; Debbie Coffi n, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Edward Cof-
fi n Jr.; and Kendall and Bruce Currier, 
children of Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Currier, 
were seen on the Uncle Gus TV show 
in Manchester, March 18. 

ANDOVER HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Announces its Fourth Annual Calendar

POTTER PLACE: OLD & NEW
Give your business a boost by 

advertising in the AHS 2014 Calendar!
Our calendars have been resounding successes, thanks 

to the generous sponsors who make the publication pos-
sible.  Sponsoring a month costs $100 but can be split 
among several businesses or individuals. Calendar pro-
ceeds go to the upkeep and maintenance of our growing 
collections and our properties. 

Contact Pat Cutt er at 735-5628 or Susie Norris at 735-5369 
or e-mail Pres@AndoverHistory.org.
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Contact Linda Bolte
(603) 744-5433

800 Lake Street, Bristol, NH
lbolte@byseinsurance.com
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FREE Review of Your Insurance Policies at 
Your Home or Offi ce at Your Convenience


