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Nice Work, 
Snowplow Folks! 

Despite the heavy March 19 snow-
fall, there were several errands 

around town that  couldn’t be put off. 
Driving Routes 11 and 4, and second-
ary roads such as Plains, Switch, Chase 
Hill, Old College, Cilleyville, and oth-
ers, I was struck by how effectively the 
storm was being fought.

I wouldn’t have wanted to travel 

the same distance on the roads of New 
Jersey, my old home state, in the same 
weather.

Nice work, snowplow folks.

Larry Chase

Letters

The mission of The Andover Beacon is to serve and strengthen the Andover community. 
To that end, we welcome civil, reasoned letters addressing specifi cally local issues, events, 
and developments. Submissions must not be critical of another’s religion; blasphemous; 
obscene; hateful; legally objectionable; or commercial in nature. The Beacon reserves the 
right to edit or not publish submissions it deems inappropriate for any reason.

Your opinion matters! Please 
send a letter to the Beacon 

expressing your thoughts on any 
local matters. Our readers want 
and need to hear your voice!

Mario Ratzki Reports from
Concord: March, 2013 

By Mario Ratzki
NH House Representative

First, a technical point. When we 
vote for a bill in the House or the Sen-
ate, we do not actually vote on the bill 
itself, but rather on the originating com-
mittee's recommendation for the bill.

For example, HB 337 (total legal-
ization of marijuana) came out of the 
Criminal Justice and Public Safety 
committee with a recommendation of 
Inexepedient To Legislate (ITL), which 
means "kill this bill". A Yes vote there-
fore means you agree with the commit-
tee to kill this bill. A No vote would 
mean you want to Ought To Pass (OTP) 
the bill. Counter-intuitive, I know.

Legalization failed by a vote of 239 
to 122. It is likely, however, that a medi-
cal marijuana bill will pass the House 
and the Senate this year.

In other news: The only bill I was able 
to fi le before the deadline in November 
2012 was HB 581, asking the Attorney 
General to go after moneys that Massa-
chusetts owes to 18 towns in New Hamp-
shire (including Salisbury) for fl ood con-
trol mitigations.  I am happy to report 
that Ways and Means endorsed it unan-
imously, and the House passed it.  The 
Senate is next, and I believe the Attorney 
General initiated a brief to the Supreme 
Court to bring Massachusetts in compli-
ance. There is $4.5 million at stake.

Public Works and Highways (my 
committee) voted 18 to 0 to recommend 
an OTP on HB 617, the road toll/gas tax 
bill. The bill passed the House 207 to 
163. Ten Democrats voted against it (not 
me), and 14 Republicans voted for it.

The gas tax has not been increased 
since 1991, and I do not know of any-
thing which costs the same today as it 
did then: asphalt, sand, salt, concrete, 
and labor have all gone up tremendously. 
We have not kept pace with repairs to 
our roads and bridges. Twelve percent of 
gas tax revenues would come back to the 
towns. That's approximately $340,000 
in 10 years for Andover, $300,000 for 
Danbury, and $227,000 for Salisbury.

The bill is in Ways and Means. When 
it comes out of committee, it will be on 
a collision course with the casino bill, 
SB 152. Both bills would increase rev-
enues for bridge and road repairs. The 
Senate (especially Senator Morse) has 
stated that it would not pass HB 617, and 
the House is set against SB 152. I am for 
both bills -- New Hampshire needs the 
revenues. It is time we stopped down-
shifting costs to the towns and provide 
relief to them instead.

The Governor made an impassioned 
plea to the Democratic caucus to pass 
the casino bill. Both Democratic and Re-
publican caucuses are split on the issue. 
After she left, a Democratic representa-
tive rose to complain about being "black-
mailed" into voting for SB 152 and swore 
that she would not be swayed.

It will be an interesting next few 
weeks: Road toll/gas tax, casino bill, 
reconciliation of Senate and House bills, 
the fi nalization of the budget. Your rep-
resentatives will be earning their pay.

My April meeting will be in Salis-
bury. Details to be arranged. Please e-
mail MarioRatzki@gmail.com for updates 
and any help I can provide. 

Omissions
Two important stories were inadver-

tently omitted from the March issue of 
The Andover Beacon: the Board of Se-
lectmen’s explanation of the proposed 
budget; and Ed Hiller’s profi le for his 
candidacy for Budget Committee. We 
deeply regret the oversights that led to 
these omissions.

It is important to note that these er-
rors were not due to routine careless-
ness. Rather, they are clear symptoms 
of the degree to which the responsi-
bility of maintaining the new Web site 
at AndoverBeacon.com has pushed the 
Beacon team signifi cantly beyond the 

point where we can be counted on to 
get most everything right most of the 
time.

While we’re doing everything we 
can with the resources we have to main-
tain the quality that the community ex-
pects and deserves in both The Andover 
Beacon and AndoverBeacon.com, these 
two serious errors reveal the degree to 
which we’re not succeeding.

Frankly, we’re in over our heads at 
this point. To get things back on an even 
keel, we’ll have to have signifi cantly 
more help from the community in the 
form of volunteers; donations; and/or 
advertising revenue. If you can help, or 
if you can inspire a friend or neighbor 
to help, please do! 
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