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MVHS Senior Project Roadshow
Andover seniors at Merrimack Valley High School have been invited to 

bring their senior projects to AE/MS on the morning of Friday, April 19, 
from 8:30 to 9:30 AM. The entire Andover community is invited to see 
our seniors’ amazing work and help them celebrate this culmination of their 
13 years of education. Please come to show your support!

Proctor students Clara Emlen and Sarah Lombard spent their spring Project 
Period as teacher interns at AE/MS. Photo: Chuck Will

Dave Pilla teaches a group of Proctor stu-
dents proper tapping techniques during Proj-
ect Period. Photo: Chuck Will

Proctor Spring Term Begins
With Project Period 

Community service proj-
ects include Andover
By Chuck Will, Proctor Academy

Proctor’s spring term began (with 
fresh snow!) on the vernal equinox — 
March 20 — with four days of “Proj-

ect Period.” This annual event clusters 
students into small groups to explore 
highly diverse topics that refl ect teach-
ers’ passions.

This year’s 37 projects included dog 
sledding in Maine, winter mountaineer-
ing, crafting entrepreneurial business 
plans, social media, horseback riding, 
wilderness solos, fl ash mob, computer 
programming (Python), bow hunter ed-
ucation, everything Italian, and several 
involving cuisine arts. Many projects 

are perennial favorites: maple sugaring, 
quilting, sports medicine, steel drums, 
guitar, pinhole cameras and piano, and 
self-defense, to name a few.

Projects increasingly integrate com-
munity service into the curriculum. For 
example, Proctor students served as 

teaching interns in Mr. Wiley’s 
fi rst grade class at AE/MS. Oth-
ers taught at the Carroll School 
in Lincoln, Massachusetts. One 
group improved hiking trails on 
Proctor woodlands, while anoth-
er painted murals in the Shirley 
Hall science classrooms.

Students restored tattered 
furniture and donated money 
from resale to charities. Triath-
letes worked with the Make A 
Wish Project. Two groups dedi-
cated time to cleaning beaches 
on Cape Cod, while another 
partnered with students from a 
school in New Jersey to clean up 

communities ravaged by tropical storm 
Sandy on the Jersey shore.

Program Director Melanie Maness 
observes, “Project Period brings togeth-
er students who might not otherwise 
know each other — seniors and fresh-
men, for example — to focus in-depth 
on something completely new and ex-
citing. It is a great example of Proctor’s 
commitment to experiential education, 
and — most of all — it’s a fun way to 
start spring term!” 

MVHS Senior Project Roadshow 
Comes to AE/MS 

Drama Club, Poetry 
Night, SHARE Day, too
By Jane Slayton, Principal, AE/MS

Kindergarten Registration and In-
formation Gathering is on Wednesday, 
April 17. Andover children who 
will be fi ve years old before 
June 30, 2013 are eligible for 
kindergarten.

One of the bigger kinder-
garten classes that we’ve had 
in years will be here soon! We 
are very appreciative about the 
support received at the annual 
Andover School District Meet-
ing for full-day kindergarten. 
This will make a very positive 
difference for the kindergarten 
programming, and benefi ts will 
be reaped from kindergarten 
through eighth grade and be-
yond.

Andover seniors at 
Merrimack Valley High School 
have been invited to bring 
their Senior Projects back to 
Andover on Friday, April 19, at 
8:30 AM. The community is in-
vited to attend the Senior Proj-
ect presentations.

Last year was the fi rst time we have 
invited the seniors back to share their 
projects, and it turned out to be a ben-
efi cial experience for the seniors and 
AE/MS students. It also gave an op-
portunity for AE/MS staff to reconnect 
with the seniors, and all enjoyed hear-
ing their accomplishments and future 
plans. It was decided that we needed to 
make this an annual occurrence.

Snow is still covering our garden 
area but should begin to melt quickly in 
the weeks ahead. Watch for the call for 
volunteers to help us fi ll beds as we pre-
pare for a bounty of healthy vegetables 

to enhance school lunches.
Alice in Wonderland

The Andover Players, our middle 
school drama club, has spent countless 
hours after school, on weekends, and 
vacations preparing for Alice in Won-
derland. There will be evening perfor-

mances on Thursday and Friday, March 
28 and 29. You won’t want to miss it!

One of our best evenings at AE/MS 
is coming up on Thursday, April 11 – 
Poetry Night! Students in grades one 
through eight choose poetry that ap-
peals to them, within the guidelines for 
their grade, and then work on memo-
rizing to prepare for recitations in the 
classroom.

Our library is well stocked with 
poetry books, so students have a wide 
variety of choices. Poetry is included 
in the curriculum in all grades, and we 

Oliver Andrews poses for a moment as Gal-
axy Guy during Spirit Week at AE/MS. 
 Photo: Jen Bent

MVHS Robotics Club
Qualifi es for Championship 

Kristi Perreault is one of 
the members.
By Mike Jette, Principal, MVHS

Merrimack Valley High School has 
a new VEX Robotics Club organized 
by Matthew Davies of Penacook as his 
senior project. Along with their advi-
sor Chris Ginty, the club recently par-
ticipated in their fi rst competition at 
Pembroke Academy, placing 11th out 
of 37 teams. This was enough to be the 
8th seed in the quarter fi nals and also 
qualifi ed the club for the Northern New 
England Championships to be held on 
March 9 at NHTI.

Congratulations to Matthew, son 
of Judi Howden, and his teammates: 
Seth Moulton, son of Chris and Susan 
Moulton of Boscawen; Josh Goodnow, 
son of Fred and Kathy Goodnow of 
Webster; Josh Williams, son of Michael 
and Tammy Williams of Loudon; Kristi 
Perreault, daughter of Craig and Doreen 
Perreault of Andover; Skylar Nesheim, 
son of Colleen Neshiem of Loudon; 
Brittany Janis, daughter of Mike and 
Shelley Janis of Loudon; Nick Acker-
son, son of Robert and Melissa Acker-
son of Loudon; and John Lindonen, son 
of Bill and Janet Lindonen of Penacook.
 

See AE/MS  on page 39


