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ACFA Meeting is Well Att ended
By Sandy Williams, President, ACFA

On March 19, the Andover Constitu-
tion Freedom Alliance held a public meet-
ing to discuss the UN’s Agenda 21 and 
its relationship to sustainable communi-
ties. Guest speakers were Tim Carter and 
Greg Carson (one con and one pro).

The meeting was well attended by 
over 75 citizens and had some very good 
questions for both gentlemen. Honorable 
Jenn Coffey moderated the event.

The Andover Constitution Freedom 
Alliance is a group of people who be-

lieve any issue facing our state and most 
especially our town should be explored 
from all points of view, in order to be 
informed voters.

We are always watching to see what 
issues may warrant a public meeting 
to allow an exchange of information. 
It was disappointing that neither Rep-
resentative Ratzki or Senator Hosmer 
accepted our invitation to attend. We 
would hope our elected offi cials would 
take an active role in discussing these 
matters with their constituents. 

Voting for the casino bill 
was hard. 
Mario Ratzki, 
NH House Representative 

The recent late frost hit my grape-
vines hard. The leaves and the buds 
were 90% to 100% burned. Not unlike 
some of my most dedicated supporters, 
incensed by my support of SB 152, the 
casino bill. I voted to talk about it and 
make it better, not to kill it. My "No" 
vote was a vote against killing the bill.

It got killed today in the House, 199 
to 163. I just got out of session, disap-
pointed at the way this has played out.

Voting for the casino bill was not an 
easy decision. I am well aware of the 
downsides associated with gambling, 
and no bill is perfect. But many in the 
super committee had fashioned a series 
of amendments (omnibus amendment) 
that made this bill better. Included were 
funds dedicated to help with gambling 
addiction, which is something we will 
still have to deal with, with a casino at 
our border in Massachusetts.

There was a grand design at play 
here: the House would accept SB 152 
and the Senate would accept our road 
toll and cigarette tax. This would have 
gone a long way in propelling the state 
forward, bringing it to a place where 
we could fi nally plan and fi gure out a 
way to let the towns keep more of their 
money, their property taxes.

That was the reason I voted for the 

gas tax and almost antagonized ev-
eryone who drives a truck or has a 
business which uses gas and diesel. I 
thought people generous in their muted 
response; of course, I did not get any 
high-fi ves or bear hugs for voting to 
raise the gas tax. But the interesting 
part is that, almost invariably, the next 
question was: "What about the casino?"

I have said I am not against gam-
bling. This is the state of New Hamp-
shire, where people can decide whether 
to gamble or not. It seems to me that 
many would like to do so, and do it in 
New Hampshire rather than Massachu-
setts.

But it is not to be. The Senate has 
already pulled the road toll out of the 
budget, and the cigarette tax increase is, 
or will be, out as well. Unless the econ-
omy booms, the state will be facing the 
same devastating cuts and the same 
downshifting of costs to the towns that 
the last legislature gave us.

If I sound a little discouraged, it is 
because I am.

Other bills passed: SB 126, the Deal-
ers' Bill of Rights , protecting our car and 
equipment dealers from manufacturers' 
expensive mandates. And of course, the 
Loon bill, SB 89 which would phase out 
lead sinkers. I am happy to say I voted 
Yes to both of these.

As for my vines, they seem to be re-
couping, although my grape production 
took a big hit. I can be reached at 735-
5440 or at MarioRatzki@gmail.com 

Mario Ratzki Reports 
from Concord: May 2013 

The Scytheville House: Signed and 
numbered print of the 1981 Carl Co-
chran painting The Scytheville House. 
The 20″ x 26″ print shows the house 
now in the New London Historical Vil-
lage. $50. 735-5217.

Old shelving WANTED: for the 
Andover Public Library to use in the 
basement of the Town Hall for storing 
books donated for the Fourth of July 
book sale. 735-5333.

Spinet piano: from the 1940s in 
good condition. Needs tuning. Free. 
735-5493.

Serta queen mattress: box spring, 
frame. 17 years old. 10′ electric base-
board heater, remote thermostat, 
240v. Either or both, free. 735-6090.

3 HP94 Black Ink Cartridges: $10 
each, or all 3 for $25. BigBobby@tds.
net.

Snowmobile gear: Full face helmet, 
HJC brand, size XXXL, 8 1/4. Bib 
pants, Choko extreme, XXL. Jacket, 
Choko trail breaker, XXL. Color is 
black on all. $175 for all. Call or text 
748-4172 or email SuzRaymond@
netzero.com. 

If you have stuff that’s “too good to throw away,” let Andover’s Yankee Trader (AYT) help 
you fi nd it a new home. AYT is for individuals or businesses to give away (or sell) stuff they 
no longer need (not stuff they bought to re-sell). Up to 30 words is free for Andover residents 
and Beacon subscribers; $5 for others. Add a photo for $5. If you’d like to show your ap-
preciation when AYT works for you, an extra (tax deductible) donation would be appreciated!

To be included in next month’s AYT, get your 30 words and optional photo to the Beacon 
by the 15th.  Ads@AndoverBeacon.com • PO Box 149, Andover 03216 • 735-6099

Andover’s

Yankee Trader

CARPET INYL ILE ARDWOOD AMINATE

Celebrate America from the Floor Up!
Made in the USA on Sale! – Ends July 31

Memorial Day

On Memorial Day 2013, I remem-
bered four men. One, a paternal 

uncle in Missouri, fought for the Union 
in the Civil War. The second, a mater-
nal uncle from Massachusetts, was on 
the Western Front in World War I. The 
third is my late father-in-law. A USMA 
graduate, his active duty career included 
World War II and the Korean War. The 
fourth is my father. Fresh out of high 
school in 1917, he joined the Navy, later 
earned a commission through ROTC at 
the University of Nebraska, and served 
in World War II.

The attack on Pearl Harbor called 
my father to arms. Then in middle age, 
married, and father of two young sons, 
he might have asked for a deferment. 
Instead, he took up his commission. I 
suspect he was inspired, as were many 
Americans during the war, by Presi-
dent Roosevelt's address to Congress in 
January 1941. FDR boldly declared the 
goal of protecting, everywhere, four es-
sential human rights – the freedoms of 
speech and worship, and the freedoms 
from want and fear. In 1943, Norman 
Rockwell popularized those human 
rights in four famous oil paintings, and 
in 1944 the Post Offi ce recognized them 
with a commemorative stamp.

Kent Hackmann
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Too Good To Throw Away? 
ANDOVER YANKEE TRADER!


