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Big Plans for 
Fourth of July Celebration 

Four marching bands, 
fi reworks, and more
By Judy Perreault
Fourth of July Committee

There is a song called I Love A Pa-
rade, a catchy tune that starts …

I love a parade,
The tramping of feet,
I love every beat
I hear of a drum.
… and goes on to describe the feel-

ings you get as you watch a parade go 
by. There is something about a parade 
that gets the adrenalin fl owing, toes 
tapping, and a feeling of anticipation. 
This year, our parade should provide all 
those exciting sensations.

The joyful patriotic music of our 
four bands will lift your spirits. As the 
honor guard passes by with their fl ags 
held high, you can't help but think how 
hard it was to win the right to fl y our 
red, white, and blue colors. Uncle Sam 
was a familiar face during World War 
II, reminding us that the fi ght to keep 
that fl ag fl ying and America free is 
ongoing and should never be taken for 
granted.

Our Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts will 
be conducting fl ag ceremonies on the 
Village Green and marching in the pa-
rade. These and other children are the fu-
ture caretakers of the traditions that we 
celebrate on the Fourth of July. It is im-
portant to host events that allow Ameri-
cans to show their patriotism, and for 
that reason we are asking that you bring 
a small fl ag to wave during the parade 
and display throughout the day.

The elegant Concord Coach, owned 
by the Andover Lions Club, is a re-
minder of our colonial roots and a slow-
er means of transportation and commu-
nication. These vehicles carried mail as 
well as passengers.

Captain Morrill and his crew depict 
another chapter from colonial times. 
His booming cannon certainly sent a 
different message then, not its sound of 
celebration on the Fourth.

Leapin’ Lena and her antics always 
bring a smile, especially to the riders. 
They seem to be having so much fun.

We are hoping to see more fl oats in 
the parade this year. The "Fairy Tale" 
theme can be portrayed so many differ-
ent ways. There is prize money for fi rst 
through fourth place.

A fl oat is a great project for a busi-
ness, club, or family. As a family, we 
put in a fl oat every year, as did the 
Frosts and the Goodys . We did Save 

Energy, Shower with a Friend and The 
Rhinestone Cowboy. Some of the chil-
dren’s entries were The Wedding Party, 
and Paul Revere and His Horse. There 
was a big argument between the girls 
about who was going to be the front of 
the horse and who got the back.

This year we have money prizes for 
the vehicle category as well as the ani-
mals. Polish up those cars, trucks, mo-

torcycles, and tractors. They could be 
winners.

It is always exciting to see horses 
prancing down the parade route. What 
was commonplace 100 years ago is now 
a treat.

The children, too, have a chance to 
strut their stuff. They can dress up; dec-
orate their carts, carriages, and bikes; 
and head over to the ProClaim building 
on Main Street to be judged and award-
ed ribbons. Sara Tracy and Beth Frost 
will be on hand to get them organized.

Speaking of 
the Concord Coach …

I'll never forget one year, when 
Dick Marvin was going to ride in 
the Concord Coach. He was in 
western dress, carrying a gun, and 
waiting by the side of the road for 
the coach at an intersection near 
Potter Place.

It happened that a National 
Guard convey was coming through 
that day, and a National Guards-
man was at the same intersec-
tion. The guardsman asked Dick 
what he was waiting for, and Dick 
said, "I'm waiting for the stage-
coach." The guardsman looked at 
Dick like he was a little out of it.

Then Dick asked the guards-
man what he was doing, and the 
guardsman replied, “I’m waiting 
for the last of the convoy to pick 
me up." They stood there for a 
while, the guardsman eyeing Dick 
a little nervously.

Finally the stagecoach comes 
lumbering up and stops. Dick 
says, "Well, here is my ride," and 
swings up unto the stagecoach. 
Dick said the guardsman's expres-
sion as the coach pulled away was 
priceless.

Dick never did explain anything 
beyond the fact that he was wait-
ing for the stagecoach. Typical 
New England humor.

- J.P.
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Register Now for the Firecracker 5K 
Race on the Rail Trail 
on the Fourth of July
By Brian Reynolds, FNRT

As part of Andover's Fourth of July 
festivities, the Friends of the Northern 
Rail Trail will be holding the Firecrack-
er 5K starting at Blackwater Park at 9 
AM. The Firecracker is a fl at, fast 5K 
on the rail trail starting at Blackwater 
Park and heading east out to near 
Switch Road and back. It is a great fam-
ily event to kick off your Fourth of July 
in Andover.

All abilities are welcome and en-
couraged to participate. Strollers are 
welcome, however due to the space 

constraints at the start, we ask that you 
start near the back of the group. The 
race fee is $20 before July 1, and $25 
on race day. You can register online at 
OpenSignUps.com/signup/73666.

If you're enjoying the great pancake 
breakfast at the school, walk on down 
to the park and jump into the race. We 
will have the traditional railroad spike 
prizes for the top three fi nishers in each 
age group. There will also be a $50 cash 
fi rst prize to the fi rst Male and Female 
fi nisher overall.

If you have any questions, drop 
me a note at Brian@OpenSignUps.com. 
We look forward to seeing you on the 
Fourth. 
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