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Andover EMS Raising Funds 
for Automatic CPR 

Machine saved two lives 
in fi rst month in Salisbury
By Rene Lefebvre
Andover EMS

As I have stated in previous articles, 
you cannot like to be a fi reman, the job 
requires passion. That same statement 
is also true for Emergency Medical 
Technicians. The job requires hours of 
training, tons of testing, and intense 
commitment to the people you help. 
EMTs have a tremendous opportunity 
to make a positive difference in some-
one’s life. At times it can be downright 
scary; the right thing to do is not always 
clear. People can be in situations that 
would challenge Houdini. We always 
fi nd a way, and in the end, in spite of 
everything, we usually make things 
better. There is a warm feeling after a 
tough call when you help save a life or 
reduce pain. The job can be terrible and 
wonderful at the same time. I guess you 
have to be there.

Every so often a new tool or medical 
device becomes available that greatly 
infl uences outcomes. We EMTs give it 
a try but sometimes the hope of a better 
patient outcome is not realized. Then 
along comes a device like an AED (au-
tomated external defi brillator) and the 
chance of saving cardiac arrest patients 
increases tremendously. AEDs are now 
commonly found in schools, churches, 
industry, and most public buildings. 
Even untrained people have been suc-
cessful in restoring a normal heart 
rhythm after shocking a person who 
has gone into cardiac arrest by using 
this machine.

There is another tool now available 
to EMTs that we, the Andover Emer-
gency Medical Services, believe will 
also make a considerable difference. It 
is a Lucas Chest Compression machine. 
This device provides compressions on 
a person’s chest during CPR (cardio-

pulmonary resuscitation). Basically, it 
provides automatic CPR.

During that long ambulance ride to 
Concord Hospital Emergency Room 
when we, your neighbors who are vol-
unteering as EMTs, are trying with all 
our might and strength to give you con-
sistent, deep thrusts to keep your blood 
circulating; well, frankly, we get tired. 
Even fi ve minutes of effective thrusts 
will tire a lumberjack. And so, the CPR 
becomes less and less effective. The 
Lucas Chest Compression machine pro-
vides that consistent CPR, and leaves 
our hands free to perform the other life-
saving measures necessary.

The Lucas is currently used by our 
larger neighbors and last year was 
purchased by the Salisbury fi re de-
partment. Two lives were saved in the 
fi rst month of its use. Along with an 
AED, an airway management device, 
and neat ways we have to administer 
lifesaving medication, the patient has 
all the best pre-hospital care he needs 
for a good outcome. Your Andover 
EMTs have been trained to use this 
tool and we feel very strongly that 
this device will increase the perfor-
mance of our CPR.

The Lucas has great promise but is 
not inexpensive. The cost of the unit is 
$16,000. While we are applying for a 
grant to cover part of the expense, we 
need the community’s help in raising 
the rest. Come to the Emergency Ser-
vices tent on the common at our Fourth 
of July celebration and judge the unit for 
yourself. Andover Emergency Medical 
Chief, John Kinney, will explain more 
about our fund raising efforts in the 
July issue of the Beacon.

Bad CPR is better than no CPR. 
CPR performed well greatly increases 
the chances of a positive outcome. That 
means saving a life. The Lucas Chest 
Compression machine can help. We 
need one. 

Save up your appetites, as there 
will be all sorts of food to tempt you 
throughout the day. It starts with the 
Andover Lions Club Pancake Breakfast 
at AE/MS and continues on the Village 
Green. I hear the strawberry shortcake 
will be back this year.

On the Green you can enjoy the mu-
sic of the Kearsage Community Band, 
singing, fl ag ceremonies, games, and 
the giant fl ea market. Visit The Andover 
Beacon’s tent to check out the latest is-
sue and visit with friends.

Bob Ward and David Jewett will be 
in the reviewing stand and keep every-
one informed of events. Programs will 
also be available the latter part of June 
at the Town Hall and the East Andover 
Post Offi ce.

There will be a car show in the Pizza 
Chef parking lot as well as the Fire-

cracker 5K foot race on the Rail Trail.
Parking in the parade area is limited 

to parade entries. We have to fi t a lot 
into a small space. Handicap parking is 
in several designated areas. Please don't 
park in these spaces, as there is a big fi ne.

Doug Phelps is the new coordinator 
for the fl ea market. You may reach him 
at 802 310-1045 or DPhelps@us.ibm.com. 
Reserve your space, as they go quickly. 
We have a large crowd, so it is a good 
time to clean out and let someone else 
enjoy your treasures or crafts or home-
made products.

We still need some help on the 
Fourth for parade lineup and parking. 
Parade lineup only takes from 11 AM 
until noon, and then you are free to 
watch the parade. We also need some 
new committee members.

For parade questions, call 735-5493. 
For other questions, call Bob Ward at 
735-5061. 
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The Swap Shop will be 
open Saturday, June 8 
from 8 AM to noon 
and welcomes 
(before noon) 
reusable items in 
working condition like 
toys, clothing, books, 
bicycles, and kitchen-
ware. Please, nono 
upholstered furniture, 
tires, windows, doors, 
electronics, or porce-
lain fi xtures. 

You Can Now Register 
Your Boat in Andover 

2013 dog licenses due; 
245 still unlicensed
By Joanna Sumner, Town Clerk

We can now register boats at the 
Andover Town Clerk’s offi ce. After 
many delays, much training, and new 
software from Avitar, we are ready to 
go. We are hoping that this will be a 
good revenue source for the Town. Peo-
ple do not have to live in town to regis-
ter their boats here.

Boats that need to be registered:
• Any boat with a motor (including 

electric)
• Sailboats 12 feet in length even if 

they have no motor
• Any boat being used in New Hamp-

shire more than 50% of the time
• Any out-of-state resident using the 

boat in New Hampshire for more 
than 30 consecutive days

Dog Licenses
There are still 245 dogs in Andover 

that have not been licensed for 2013. 
Please bring in or mail your dog licens-
ing fees as soon as possible. If you want 
to license your dog online or by mail, 
please include the $1.00 fee for mailing. 
The local post offi ce is requiring an ex-
tra postage fee of $.20 for us to enclose 
the dog tag in the envelope.
Tax Relief

The Low and Moderate Income 
Homeowner’s Property Tax Relief 
Provision is designed to lessen the 
economic burden of the State Educa-
tion Property Tax on certain taxpay-
ers. Any New Hampshire resident who 
owns a homestead subject to the State 
Education Property Tax, resides in the 
homestead as of April 1, 2012, and has 
a total household income of $20,000 or 
less (single) or $40,000 or less (married 
or head of a household) may apply for 
the property tax relief between May 1 
and June 30. Application forms can be 
picked up at the Town Offi ce. 
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Complete Automotive Service & RepairComplete Automotive Service & Repair
on Foreign and Domestic Vehicleson Foreign and Domestic Vehicles

• Expert Repairs by ASE Certified Technicians
• State of the Art Equipment and Training

- MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED -

AAA
Members

10% off
parts or labor 

(lessor of the two)

Check AndoverBeacon.com!
The latest news is posted at AndoverBeacon.com every day!


