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Ken Wells, pictured here, and his wife Lee have made a big investment in so-
lar at their house in Andover. By dramatically reducing their monthly energy 
bills, they expect the equipment to pay for itself in six to eight years. 
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Converting an 
Old Andover House to Solar 

Incentives and rebates 
help create a payback
By Ken Wells, for the Beacon

Twenty-fi ve years ago, as newly-
weds, my wife and I fell in love with 
an old house in Andover. But once the 
place was ours, we soon discovered 
how inconvenient reality can be. The 
house had electric baseboard heat, an 
electric hot water heater, electric dryer, 
and a frighteningly ineffi cient fridge 
made in the 1960s. Ouch! A stabbing 
pain recurred monthly as the electric 
bill arrived. 

We hope to retire to this place, so 
controlling our future fuel and elec-
tric bills in anticipation of being on a 
fi xed income seemed like a good idea. 
Couldn’t we use the sun to make hot 
water and electricity?

The obvious downside to collect-
ing “free” energy from the sun is that 
it costs a bunch up front to buy and in-
stall the equipment – about $30,000! In 
this article I’ll outline how we reduced 
our startup costs through rebates and 
incentives, and how much our system 
has saved us so far. 
Rebates and Incentives

Before breaking ground on our proj-
ect, we hunted for federal and state in-
centives available to homeowners in-
stalling renewable energy systems. All 
the rebates and incentives available to 
us stacked up to more than 60% of the 
total cost for installing our home solar 
energy system. 

A crucial requirement, though, was 
making certain that all the paperwork 
was completed before construction be-
gan, because our system had to meet 
specifi c federal and state standards to 
be eligible for the rebates. 

Another important requirement was 
that the work had to be completed by a 
qualifi ed professional – I could not do 
any of the work myself. This worked 
out well for a lot of people, because 
state and federal money ended up in the 
pockets of local New Hampshire con-

tractors we hired. 
After the systems were operating, 

they had to be inspected and approved 
before rebate checks were mailed to us. 
The upside to this inconvenience was that 
inspectors assured all parties that our sys-
tems were safe and high-performance.

Similar incentives may currently be 
available for your home or business. 
Check these resources:

• Energy.gov
• TinyURL.com/odluawu
• TinyURL.com/o857776
• or a professional installer
Now our systems have been running 

for two and a half years, and here’s their 
report card:

The solar hot water collector on our 
roof means our oil furnace never has to 
heat cold water straight from the well. 
In winter it starts with 90-degree water. 
In summer, the solar preheat tank is so 
hot (over 150 degrees) that the oil fur-
nace never needs to fi re up at all. 

Our total oil consumption now has 
dropped to less than 400 gallons a year, 

By Bernice Nowell, Blackwater Grange 
Blackwater Grange #152 met on May 9 with seven members present, Master 

Clayton Powell presiding. Deputy Neil MacDonald and his wife Gale were pres-
ent. He brought greetings from State Master Jim Tetreault and General Deputy 
Arthur Merrill.The Lecturer's program was jokes and quizzes.

The Grange meets next on Thursday, June 13. 

Blackwater Grange #152

Mary Anne Broshek and Lorraine Cline presented their program entitled Gar-
dening for Wildlife at the May 8 Andover Service Club meeting. 
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Andover Service Club Learns 
About Gardening for Wildlife 

By Joyce Egge, Andover Service Club
Our April meeting was our Guest 

Night which consists of members in-
viting someone to attend with them, 
bringing a dish to share, and having an 
enjoyable evening of great food, fellow-
ship, and wonderful entertainment.

This year we held it at the East 
Andover Grange Hall. We had 48 mem-
bers and guests. A short meeting was 
opened with a welcome from our presi-
dent, Mary Ofenloch. Opening words 
were given by Sandy Miller. A few 
announcements were made before we 
were given the go ahead to start eating.

Entertainment was provided by the 
very talented duo of Sferes and White. 

They treated us to several of their own 
compositions, and we were delighted 
to know that we will be seeing them at 
several outdoor venues this summer.
Thrift Shop

Spring and summer clothes will be 
gladly received at the Thrift Shop. We 
have many new items on the racks, so 
come check us out – we have the best 
prices around.
Scholarships

We received many impressive schol-
arship applications and will be selecting 
the recipients soon.

As always, we welcome new mem-
bers or guests who would like to fi nd 
out more about us. 

See Solar  on page 27


