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 RP Johnson and Son 
Shows its Community Spirit 

Robert Hurlbutt, Karen Johnson, Samantha Poulin, Miles Hurlbutt (on top of 
the wood pile), Zachary Davenport, Joe Poulin, Scott Poirier, Kathy Meagher, 
and Neal Meagher stacked fi rewood for a homeowner during WBIF.

Proud to be part of such 
a supportive community
Press release

On Saturday, June 15, community 
spirit was in the air around RP Johnson 
and Son’s We Build It Forward (WBIF) 
Community Outreach Event. Over 40 
volunteers came together on this spe-
cial day of helping those in need. Vol-
unteers came from as far away as Yar-
mouth, Maine to work on eight projects 
in Sunapee, New London, Andover, 
Danbury, and Franklin.

(On July 1, 2013, RP Johnson and 
Son was acquired by Belletetes, Inc., 
headquartered in Jaffrey, New Hamp-
shire. For details, see the other article 
on this page.)

Applications for the WBIF projects 
started arriving in Sue Johnson’s offi ce 
last March. Sue is the WBIF Event Co-
ordinator and is responsible for review-
ing each project and determining if it 
qualifi es based on need. Some projects 
require materials and labor, while oth-
ers only require materials as friends 
and family members volunteer to pro-
vide the labor.

There is no cost to the recipient. Each 
project is visited by Sue and Ernie Den-
nis, RP Johnson’s Installed Sales Divi-
sion manager, to determine the material 
list, man-power, and tools required. If 
you or someone you know needs a help-
ing hand, please get in touch with Sue at 
Sue.Johnson@RPJohnsons.com.

Four projects were completed prior 
to June 23, with RP Johnson and Son 
donating the materials and family and 
friends donating the labor. One New 
London resident received the materials 
to build a handicap ramp so she could 
go outside her home without waiting for 
someone to assist her; another family in 
New London received a handicap ramp 
so the husband who was suffering from 
cancer could go in and out of their home; 
a family in Franklin had a stove hood in-

stalled to help clean the air for their son, 
who suffers from asthma; and a Sutton 
resident received roofi ng materials to 
replace an old roof that was leaking and 
causing mold to grow in the attic.

Throughout the day on June 15, eight 
other projects were started and most 
completed; there were a few minor fi n-
ishing touches that were completed in 
the days following.
Three Andover Projects

Three projects were in Andover this 
year. An elderly woman who received 
new front steps during last year’s WBIF 
was able to have volunteers stain the 
steps for her; an elderly man who is in 
his 90s was able to stain most of his 
log home, but was unable to reach the 
peaks and the trim, so volunteers were 
able to fi nish his painting project.

The third project was a big one. A 
woman had a lot of work done to her 
home in East Andover during the event 
– new front steps, new gutters, new 
kitchen countertop and sink, new kitch-
en fl ooring, kitchen painted, basement 
stairs, a delivery of cord wood, donated 
by Hurlbutt Construction of Andover, 
was cut, split, and stacked (about seven 
cords); and she will have Wet Basement 
Solutions of Sutton help her with her 
continually fl ooded basement.

Several of RP Johnson’s vendors, along 
with local businesses, donated funds to 
cover the materials for each project. The 
sponsors this year were: Carey Builders, 
Hurlbutt Construction, CLF Builders, 
Husband for A Day, Traditional Crafts-
men, Emery-Waterhouse, AW Hastings, 
Benjamin Moore, Cabico Cuisine, Coast-
al Forest Products, Cross Communica-
tions, Cushman Lumber, Dow Building 
Solutions, Lakes Region Tent and Event, 
Ledyard National Bank, Proctor Acad-
emy, United States Gypsum, Sunapee Li-
ons Club, Andover Lions Club, WNTK 
Talk Radio, and New London Floorcraft.

The event culminated with a pig 

 RP Johnson and Son 
Acquired by Belletetes, Inc. 

Both family businesses 
over 100 years old
Press release

RP Johnson and Son of Andover and 
Belletetes Inc., headquartered in Jaf-
frey, New Hampshire, have announced 
an agreement which allowed Belletetes 
to purchase the business assets of RP 
Johnson effective July 1, 2013.

Both family businesses share long 
histories in the retail lumber and build-

ing materials industry. RP Johnson was 
established in 1901 and Belletetes in 
1898. Belletetes is operated by third- 
and fourth-generation family members.

The addition of RP Johnson & Son 
locations in Andover and Sunapee 
brings Belletetes’ number of lumber 
yards to seven. The other stores are lo-
cated in Jaffrey, Peterborough, Nashua, 
and Ashland, New Hampshire; and in 
Winchendon, Massachusetts.

While the RP Johnson and Son name 
will be changing to Belletetes Inc., you 
will fi nd the same helpful employees 
you have been used to dealing with. 

Throughout the sale, the Johnsons’ big-
gest concern was what would happen to 
their many fi ne employees.

Belletetes vice president Mike Shea 
said, “We knew going into this that we 
would need good people to make it work, 
so it was easy to assure the Johnsons that 
we would retain all their people.

“RP Johnson has been a well-run 
company for many years, and like Bel-
letetes, they are proud of their legacy 
and their many dedicated employees 

who have contributed to their 
successes.”

Shea stated, “The RP John-
son ‘We Build It Forward’ com-
munity outreach is an impressive 
connection to the local commu-
nity. It is a project we would like 

to continue as well as expand it into the 
other communities we serve.”

Belletetes does not anticipate mak-
ing many immediate changes, citing 
many synergies between the two com-
panies and their existing product lines. 
While there are some differences, we 
see tremendous opportunities ahead.

The most signifi cant short term 
changes will occur when we convert 
these sites to our computer system. 
Those changes will primarily be the 
result of functionality and different 
processes associated with the computer 
system. 

See RPJ  on page 39
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