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the printed Beacon at no charge 
every month, and 100% of Andover 
households can access AndoverBeacon.
com at no charge, anywhere and anytime 
they can get to a 
Web connection. 

I n c r e a s i n g 
that 20% to about 
65% would be 
enough to put the 
Beacon on a fi rm 
fi nancial footing 
for the forseeable 
future. And given 
that advertising revenues have proved 
stubbornly resistant to increasing, the 
only choice left is to increase donations.

So that’s the ultimate goal that the 
Beacon’s Board of Directors has set: 
Increase community donations to 
the point where about 650 Andover 
households donate every year.

The “Get a Round Tuit” fundraising 
campaign will continue as always in 
the Beacon, with an annual donation 
envelope included in the February issue 
every year, and a Round Tuit postcard 

HELP KEEP  
THE BEACON 

GOING!

  It’s up to  
ALL OF US  

to

Beacon Launches 
Major Fundraising Push 
200 households aren’t enough 
– will canvassing help?
By Charlie Darling, Beacon staff

Starting in October, The Andover 
Beacon is launching a new annual 
fundraising campaign. The current 
level of community support for the 
Beacon – about 200 households, out 
of Andover’s 1,000 households – is 
simply not enough to make the Beacon 
a sustainable community project over 
the long haul.

Advertising currently accounts 
for about 75% of the Beacon’s annual 
revenue; the other 25% comes from 
donations from the community, 
and from subscriptions from out-of-
towners. After nine years of struggling 
to sell more ads every month in order 
to balance the books, it’s become very 
clear that a small community newspaper 
like the Beacon simply can’t expect to 
drive ad sales much higher than they 
already are.

Only about 20% of Andover 
households donate to the Beacon, yet 
100% of Andover households receive 

Scan this 
gizmo on your 
smartphone 

to donate now!

See Canvassing  on page 2

Andover, Franklin Fire Departments 
Honor Arizona Hotshots

Marty Dustin adds local 
t-shirts to memorial
By Marty Dustin, for the Beacon

Marty Dustin was born in Frank-
lin and lived with his wife Diane in 
Andover from 1981 to 1995. Marty was 
a Franklin fi refi ghter and was very in-
volved in the community, serving on the 
Andover School Board and volunteer-
ing with the Andover One Wheelers and 
as a sports coach, among other roles. 

Marty and Diane now live in Arizona.
They were a special crew from the 

Prescott, Arizona Fire Department; 20 
members, ages 21 to 34. They were always 
the fi rst to be called upon to fi ght the wild-
fi res across the country. There are about 
110 hotshot crews across the country.

The Granite Mountain crew was the 
best of the best! They were a very tight 
group of brothers, both on duty and off. 
They did everything together, and they 

Marty Dustin placed t-shirts from the Andover and Franklin Fire Departments 
on the memorial fence commemorating the 19 Arizona fi refi ghters killed in 
June.  Photo: Diane Dustin

John Thompson (in the excavator), Jeff Miller, and Jeff’s son Steven Miller 
worked in the pouring rain last month to fi ll in an old, dry septic tank that 
Jeff discovered right beside the Town Hall while digging a trench by hand. 
Jeff was preparing the site for the new generator that will power the Town 
Hall (and the Emergency Operations Center, which convenes in the Town 
Hall meeting room during emergencies) when the power goes out. 
 Photo: Charlie Darling

See Memorial  on page 2

Shawn Upton, DJ Dukette, and Rocky Marsh frame a gable end wall and 
get ready to begin setting the roof rafters on the new recreation building at 
Blackwater Park, while Justin Carey (left) rips down some wall sheathing.
 Photo: Charlie Darling


