
AndoverBeacon.com Mail@AndoverBeacon.com 735-6099

Page 20 • The Andover Beacon • September 2013

By Sandra Harding, AHS ’63
On Sunday, July 21, nine members 

of the last class to graduate from 
Andover High School (AHS) enjoyed 
a champagne cruise on the M/S Mount 
Washington with spouses, friends, and 
special guest Max Boyd and his wife. 
Three members were unable to attend: 
Don Corliss, Carol Hill Gallagher, and 
Rufus Stacey.

Sandra Harding toasted the men 

of the class and thanked them for 
their service. All of them enlisted in 
the armed forces after high school or 
college, but as one of them said “Well, 
if you didn’t enlist you’d get drafted 
anyway. After all, there was Vietnam.” 

Dave Jewett then led a toast and a 
moment of silence for our departed 
classmates, Janet Stafford, Samantha 
Roberts, and Ralph Frost.

AHS ’63 Enjoys 
a 50th Reunion Afl oat

50th reunion cruise for the Andover High Class of 1963. Milton Thisell, Jim 
Hersey, David Jewett, Nancy Stevens, Lee Stevens, Margie Cook, Sandra 
Harding, Barbara Jewett, Max Boyd, and Dick Powers.

See AHS  on page 22

Chanterelle mushrooms have been abundant this year in Andover.
 Photos: Lee Carvalho

 Andover Naturally: 
A Great Year for Mushrooms 

By Lee Carvalho, for the Beacon
Having been a student or teacher 

most of my life, the arrival of Septem-
ber has always been bittersweet. Now 
that I’m retired, it’s just sweet, 
and for many reasons. Summer 
heat is replaced by less humid, 
cooler air, which makes hiking 
a pleasure. The sun now sets be-
fore my bedtime, which means 
I can begin catching up on all 
the reading I postponed during 
the summer months. Finally, 
the garden is in full production, 
and the woods are still full of 
delicious mushrooms.

Foragers will agree that 
this has been a terrifi c year for 
mushrooms due to frequent rains; we 
have been gathering chanterelles all 
summer long and in greater quantities 
than usual. If you are interested in har-
vesting mushrooms, now is the perfect 
time to look for two that are easy to 
identify and therefore safe to pick and 
eat: puffballs and chicken mushrooms.

Puffballs are round or pear-shaped 
mushrooms that can be as small as a 
marble or large as a basketball. You will 
see them in yards, along the side of the 
road, or in the woods. They are called 
puffballs because of the clouds of dust-

like spores that shoot out of the mature 
fruit when it is disturbed by your foot or 
even by rain drops.

Puffballs are edible but have little taste, 

so they benefi t from cooking with herbs 
and spices. Before eating them it is es-
sential to check the interior by cutting the 
puffball open. It should be all white inside 
and without a stem or gills; any shade of 
yellow or purple means it is inedible.

The chicken mushroom, a member 
of the polyspore group, grows on wood 
– usually dead trees or stumps. It con-
sists of overlapping, semi-circular or 
fan-shaped shelves that are bright or-
ange or yellow. Sometimes the clusters 
are huge, weighing up to 50 pounds. 

Chicken mushrooms have the taste and con-
sistency of chicken and are easy to identify.

See Naturally  on page 22
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From Concord, New Hampshire to Williston, Vermont,  
Mascoma Savings Bank has been putting your money to  
work to build the economy of the twin states. In the  
past year, while other banks have stood on the  
sidelines, we’ve put more fuel into the local  
economy than ever before. 

How can Mascoma Savings Bank help your  
business grow, meet tomorrow’s challenges,  
and take advantage of new opportunities?  
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to donate now!

If you think The Andover Beacon 
is important to the quality of life in Andover, 

please make your 2013 donation today, 
before our canvassers have to contact you in October!
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