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Andover hosts NH DOT 
10-year plan meeting
By Mario Ratzki
NH State Representative

It has been a quiet few weeks in 
Concord. The commission to study 
Medicaid expansion has had several 
meetings, some public, and is nearing 
a decision. Plenty of rumors abound; 
one would have the State accept the 
expansion for a three-year trial, during 
which the Feds would pay for 100% of 
the program. The gaming commission 
is also working on its recommendations; 
again more news to come later.

At Public Works and Highways, my 
committee, we have been reviewing 
bills that were retained earlier in the 
year. I was appointed to two sub-

committees to deal with two such bills; 
one, SB 29, would have the State set up 
a rental fee system for business signs on 
our highways; the other, HB 534, would 
establish a commission to study the sale 
of naming rights for certain structures 
in the State.

I also attended a meeting set up by 
Executive Councilor Ray Burton in 
Andover regarding the 10-year plan for 
our highways and bridges. This and the 
Capital Budget are the responsibilities 
of the Public Works and Highways 
committee to be taken up in 2014. I take 
this opportunity to thank the DOT for 
the work the department has been doing 
on our Andover bridge at one end of 
town and on the culverts at the other end.

I can be reached at MarioRatzki@
gmail.com or at 735-5440. 

Mario Ratzki Reports from 
Concord: September 2013

 We Need to Approve 
Medicaid Expansion Now 

Other states will use our 
money if we don’t
By David Karrick
NH State Representative

As one of Andover’s elected 
state representatives, I attended the 
August 27 public hearing on Medicaid 
expansion in New Hampshire at the 
State House. The committee studying 
expansion is made up of six senators and 
six representatives from both parties, as 
well as three public members. Forty-
nine citizens testifi ed at the hearing; 44 
were in favor of Medicaid expansion, 
fi ve were opposed. Of those opposed, 
four were men and one was a woman. 

Many of those testifying don’t have 
medical coverage because they cannot 
afford private individual coverage. 
They are frequently working low-
paying temporary jobs with no benefi ts. 
Many are women in the 45 to 64 age 
group who are just one illness away 
from bankruptcy. The study committee 
is supposed to produce a report by 
October 15, 2013.

The US Supreme Court ruled that 
states can individually decide whether 
to offer expanded Medicaid. So far, 25 
states are moving toward approval, of 
which 16 have signed expansion into law. 
Several others, like New Hampshire, 
have established committees to study 
Medicaid expansion.

If New Hampshire doesn’t approve 
Medicaid expansion by the January 1, 

2014 start date, it stands to lose out on 
$2.5 billion in federal funds – income 
tax money we’ve already sent to 
Washington. Other states will be using 
our money if we don’t. 

If we approve Medicaid expansion, 
the federal government pays 100% of 
coverage for newly eligible people, with 
federal support phasing down to 90% 
by 2020.

Medicaid expansion is a job creator, 
probably 5,000 new jobs in New 

Hampshire. It would provide medical 
coverage for more than 50,000 New 
Hampshire residents, most of whom are 
employed but receive no benefi ts as part 
of their employment.

With Medicaid expansion, many 
of our citizens would be able to seek 
preventive care and would no longer 
come to the emergency room after 
delaying care until a health crisis occurs.

We need to approve Medicaid 
expansion in New Hampshire now. It 
will improve the health and well-being 
of our citizens and help our hospitals, 
mental health providers, and health 
centers by greatly decreasing the costs 
of uncompensated care. 

Let’s make the right choice for all 
our citizens!

David Karrick is New Hampshire 
State Representative for Merrimack 
County District 25, which includes 
Andover. You can reach him at 456-2772 
or D_Karrick@MCTtelecom.com. 

Legislative Year in Review
NH State Representative Da-

vid Karrick also sent a very de-
tailed summary of the legislative 
year in Concord. Unfortunately, 
due to space limitations, we 
couldn’t publish it here. But it is 
available on the Beacon Web site 
at TinyURL.com/Beacon-Karrick-1310.

Delivery of PROPANE &
"PURE COMFORT" HEATING OIL

Complete HVAC Systems– Specializing in
GAS • OIL • AIR CONDITIONING

Generac Generators
Whole house systems and portable units

Water treatment and
UV Air Purifi cation Systems
24 Hour Emergency Service

By NORA, EPA, and CETP
Certifi ed Technical Experts and

NH Gas Licensed Lic.#GFB0900287

629 West Main Street • Tilton NH 03276

Juanita'sJuanita'sAUTO
603-286-4900

eurasian autoworks ltd.
Complete Import and Domestic Repairs

www.eurasianautoworks.com
603-286-8633

Quality Pre-Owned Toyotas, Hondas & Subarus
juanitasauto.net

NEW LONDON SEPTIC SERVICE  
We Go When You Can’t

Servicing the Lake Sunapee Region for over 25 years.

24 Hour Year Round Service • SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT
526-4163 • Toll Free 1-866-526-4163 • Fax 428-3015

NewLondonSeptic.com 

• Residential & Commercial Pumping
• Grease Traps
• Camera Leach Field Inspections  
• Pump Station Repairs 

• Thaw Frozen Lines
• Repair and Replacement  
• Fully licensed by State of NH & insured
• Certifi ed Septic System Evaluator

Proper maintenance is the key 
to the life of your septic system.  
Your tank should be pumped 
every 2-3 years.

Servicing all of your septic system needs.

Scan this 
gizmo on your 
smartphone 

to donate now!

Please make 
your 2013 

donation today!


